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^^ CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 



THUBSDAY, JANT7ABY 9, 1913. 

^ COMMITTEE ON InDIAN AfFAIRS, 

United States Sbnate, 

WdshiTigtonj D. C. 
The committee met at 10 o'clock a. m. for the purpose of consider- 
ing the folio wing resolution: 

[S. Res. 352, Sixty-second Congress, second session-J 

Re8olvedf That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized to place 
in the hande of the Attomey General such papers, records, and other information in 
référence to the affaire of the Crow Indians of Montana as will enable the Attomey 
General to investigate such affairs and to brinç such action as may be necessary to 
protect the interests and secure the rights of said Indians; and the Attomey General 
18 hereby authorized to make such investigation and to bring such action, if any, as 
the investigation may disclose to be necessary. 

Présent: Senators Clapp (acting chairman), McCumber, La Follette, 
Curtis, Dixon, Page, Stone, and Ashurst; also Senator Townsend and 
Hon. Walter L. Fisher, Secretary of the Interior. 

The AcTiNQ Chairman. The object of this meeting is for the pur- 

Sose bf considering the resolution introduced by Senator Townsend, 
enate resolution 352. Senator Townsend, you may make any 
statement that you désire. 

STATEMENT OF HON. CHARLES E. TOWNSEND, SENATOR FROM 
THE STATE OF MICHIOAN. 

Senator Townsend. Mr. Chairman, I want to state just briefly, 
before Mrs. Gray is heard, my object in introducing this resolution 
and pressing its considération. 

My attention has been called to the Crow Réservation by several 
people, and the statements made to me disclose the fact that things 
are not right; that there had been gross frauds upon the Indians; and 
I hâve asked that this investigation be made by the Department of 
Justice for several reasons : First, because that department has an 
organized force now which is entirely f amiliar with this kind of work, 
It has been at work, as you may know, upon the White Earth Indian 
Réservation matters and upon the Phna Indian matters in Arizona. 
Furthermore, it has been cnârged — and I know there is some foun- 
dation of fact for it — that a great many people who may be finally 
connected with the frauds, if any shaU be found to exist, hâve also 
în times past been connected with the Department of the Interior. 
Some of them hâve been employed there. Their connections hâve 
been close, and some of them are very close. 

I am attempting no reflection upon the Secretary of the Interior, 
as I hâve told nim, and I think he agrées with me, that I hâve nothing 
in mind, but I thmk that inasmuch as the information which comes 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



4 CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 

to me must necessarily be filtered through employées and former 
emplojrees, that he is not in a good condition, or that the department 
is not in the best condition, to make this investigation. I hâve no 
Personal interest in this matter at ail any more than any other Sen- 
ator. I hâve felt ever since I hâve been in Con^ess that there hâve 
been great opportunities for frauds in connection with the public 
lands, Indian afîairs, and réclamation service, and that we can not 
hâve too close a supervision of them and we can not understand 
them too fully, and if thèse charges are tnie, or any considérable 
number of them, or any of them, are true, the investigation ought to 
be made, and I think it can better be made through the Department 
of Justice than through any other agency, and for that reason I hâve 
introduced this resolution. 

Now, some of the reasons which hâve actuated me hâve been pre- 
sented by Mrs. Gray, and I hâve asked her to appear hère this mom- 
ing before this committee, and I hâve also asked her to confine her 
statements to writing, in the first instance, so that she could con- 
dense it and get in an abstract form before the committee the things 
which she has in mind and which hâve come to her knowledge 
personally in référence to the administration of the afîairs of the 
Crow Indian Réservation. I hâve asked, if it wUl be assented to 
by the committee, that she read that brief statement and then hâve 
such questions asked her as the committee might see fit to ask. And 
with this statement, Mr. Chairman, and if it is the pleasure of the 
committee, I would be very glad to hâve you call on Mrs. Gray. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I suppose the statement of Mrs. Gray is 
probably in the nature of a complaint against the department, aïid as 
they are likely to be hère very soon to hear her statement, it would 

Erobably be proper to wait until the department has a représentative 
ère. 

Senator Townsend. I hâve made the same statement to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior that I hâve made to the committee. I went 
there first to inquire of him if he had any objection to this and to find 
out what he had been doing, and what had been charged, and I want to 
say that it has been stated that that department is in process of 
investigation of the Crow Indian Réservation at the présent time. 
That is not true. They hâve been making some investigations on 
différent réservations, but aside from the charges which hâve been 
preferred and are now pending against one Campbell, or as to some 
other Indian afîairs, there is nothing determined before the depart- 
ment. 

At this point Senator McCumber appeared in the room. 

Senator McCumber. What is the resolution about ? 

Senator Townsend. I just made it before you came in. The prop- 
osition is to investigate the Crow Réservation and matters pertaining 
to that réservation. It asks that the Secretary of the Interior tum 
over ail papers connected with that réservation to the Department of 
Justice, and authorizes the Department of Justice to proceed with an 
investigation such as the facts warrant. 

Senator McCumber. Of course that is based on the assumption 
that something is wrong there, as to which I personally hâve na 
information. 
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The AcTiNG Chairman. Mrs. Gray is présent to testify and présent 
some other facts to the committee and we are now waiting for the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

The Secretary of the Interior at this point appeared in the room. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Is it the désire of the committee that 
Mrs. Gray proceed under oath or without taking the oath? Unless 
objection is made you may proceed without being sworn, Mrs. Gray. 

Mrs. Gray. I am perfectly willing to be sworn. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. No; hearings are had sometimes under 
oath and sometimes not. 

STATEMENT OF MBS. HELEN PIEBCE 0BA7. 

Mrs. Gray. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I will say in the begin- 
ning that I am going over some of the ground that some of the older 
members of the committee know probably too much about, but some 
of the newer members hâve asked me so many questions that I 
thought it would be better to go back so that they will fully under stand 
the situation. 

In 1906 I was associa ted with the Byles News Bureau at Omaha, 
Nebr., which was receiving the news service of the Omaha Bee. My 
business was to prépare spécial articles on western topics. To get 
data I often worked with the land departments of différent railways. 
the Réclamation Service in the West private irrigating and mining 
companies, and any one interested in the development of western 
lanas and resources. The return of Buffalo BilPs party from Europe 
to Cody, Wyo., the center of an irrigation district to oe watered by 
the Shoshone Dam and Corbett Tunnel, gave opportunity for spécial 
stories concerning this district, introduced ana featured with his 
picturesque personality. I coUected a large amount of data and 
wanted to get away by myself to write it up. The nearby Crow 
Réservation was promising, and I went there. I secured a room in 
the boy 's dormi tory of the Government Indian School, and took 
meals with the teachers. Notice of the conditions of the school was 
impressed on me. I talked with Supt. Creel; the doctor; Reynolds, 
the agent; and the teachers, of the horrible eye disease that afîected 
nearly every child, and a throat affection on the neck under the 
jaws. I noticed the matron washed ail children in the same water, 
used one flesh brush for ail, though the diseased eye and throat 
sores were discharging. When five years ago I told this story before 
this committee my statement so shocked the members of the com- 
mittee that I fear it discredited many of the other things I then 
said. Investigations afterwards showed that I minimized the facts. 
This eye disease is trachoma. The gland disease lumpy jaw. 

Later I went back 30 miles to an Indian home on the Little Big 
Horn. Engaged in my writing, I found whenever I went out of doors 
Indians waiting to taik to me. They came in groups, two to five or 
six. They questioned me mainly about the conditions at Wash- 
ington as to their property. I had never seen an Indian réserva- 
tion before; knew nothing of Indians or Indian afîairs, and never 
dreamed I was violating a law by telling them if they signed a 25- 
year lease for the entire réservation, which Commissioner Leupp 
was then promoting, they would probably come out paupers. i 
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asked Agent Reynolds about this lease; he gave me the printed 
annual report of the commissioner for 1905-6, containing a state- 
ment under the heading of '^Crow Indian sugar-beet project/' I 
gave this to the Indians. Later they wanted to know more about 
this lease, but explained to me for the first time that the agent 
had threatened to arrest them if they talked to me any more about 
this business. They were willing to face imprisonment if only 
permitted to get the facts and save their people. They told mo 
they had called a meeting of the Crow Indian lodge at an adjacent 
Indian's home, and asked me if I were afraid to come to the house 
and meet the lodge and explain to them about the leases; that 
the older Indians did not understand what the returned students 
had explained, but that they would believe me. I went, but sent 
Word to the agent, who had come to Lodgegrass to arrest them, 
that I wanted him présent at the meeting. He sent word he would 
come, but did not. 

They discussed the grazing leases; said they never received their 
money, though the land had been leased 35 years at $45,000 a year; 
that they were sure the lessors had very many more cattle and sheep 
on the réservation than they were paying for; that their stock tres- 
passed on Indians' farms so that the Indians had been obliged to 
give up farming; that lessors branded Indians' cattle as their own. 
They said that when the réservation was opened under the act of 
1904 the Indians' allotments on the ceded portion should be pro- 
tected; that they should receive $1,150,000 in cash and other things; 
that they had never received any money; that their allotments on 
the ceded portion had been taken away from them; that allotments 
had been made to Indians who had been dead for générations, and 
that the land so allotted has been sold; that there was such intimida- 
tion they believed that that night would be the only opportunity to 
discuss thèse matters. They were willing to suffer, but their children 
in the Government school had been tortured to bring the fathers to 
terms. We stayed until morning, and they told me of many other 
grievances. I was unspeakably shocked, and told them if they would 
take a pétition to Président Roosevelt I was certain he would put a 
stop to such conditions on the réservation. They said they had 
tried it, and it invariably ended in the agent dealing miserj^ to every 
one concerned. They begged me to go to Washington with them^ 
and would raise the money and pay my expenses. They were in 
such a state of fear that I told them I would do everything I could 
to help them to put the matter before Président Roosevelt in person. 
In the morning I was arrested by Agent Reynolds. He refused to 
tell me what I was arrested for; refused to let me communicate with 
anybody off the réservation. I was taken to Billings. 

The agent told the Indians that I had been bought off. A number 
of them then started to Washington to carry out the plan. They were 
arrested and thrown into jail at Sheridan. I sent for the agent and 
told him that unless he released them I would telegrapli the men's 
story ail over the United States. Reynolds released the Indians; 
sent three of them to me in Billings, and we discussed the situation. 
They said that it would be impossible for them to leave the réserva- 
tion, but gave me $300 for my expenses to go to Washington. I sent 
for Reynolds and told him what I was going to do, and his reply was 
that I would find that ail the rights that the Indians had, or that I 
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had, W£ts such as he chose to permit us. I told him I knew what he 
said was not true; that the Indians were American citizens and so 
was I. I hâve found Reynolds's statement, up to the présent time, to 
be true. When I reached Washington I laid the case before Président 
Roosevelt personally. The Président directed that Commissioner 
Leupp give me access to the Crow records and furnish me with a 
stenographer and show me every courtesy in order that I might pre- 

Ëare a statement to accompany the pétition that I brought for the 
[idians. I prepared such a statement. Président Roosevelt spent 
some hours with me going over my statement and the pétition oi the 
Indians. He sent for the then Secretary Garfield to come to the 
White House. He put the statement in his hands, telling him to go 
over it with mê very carefully; that he was going to handle the 
matter personaUy. It was arranged that Mr. Garfield's private 
secretary, Z. L. Dalby, should accompany me to the réservation and 
make an investigation along the lines that we had arranged. I told 
the Président that I depended upon my writing for my livmg and had 
expected to use this story. But we agreed that, inasmuch as making 
it public would inform those whom we were to investigate, that I 
would not publish the story. Dalby and I were to spend the necessary 
time to look over records hère. I then started west. I had waited 
in Chicago more than a mon th. 

I wrote Président Roosevelt that I had continuai complaints from 
the Indians that their sheep as weU as cattle were being taken off, 
thus cleaning up the réservation in advance of the investigation; 
that my promise of silence was solely on the condition that they keep 
silence and get to the investigation as soon as possible; that sonle- 
thing like two months had already elapsed. I also asked that I be 
sent immediately a proper written commission to return to the 
réservation. In reply I received a letter from Secretarv Garfield 
inf orming me that Mr. Dalby would> start very shortly for the réserva- 
tion, but he trusted that I would use none of the information that I 
had acquired for publication. I also received a letter from Com- 
missioner Leupp, inclbsing my authority to return to the réservation, 
and also a letter from Mr. Dalby explâining what he was doing te 
cause the delay. I replied that I was perf ectly willing to keep sUent, 
but was going to the réservation at once. In order to avoid any 
publicity in my return, I wired certain Indians to meet me at an 
out-of-the-way station. I was very much surprised the nextr night 
when Mr. Reynolds, in company with a number of other agency 
officiais, came to the place where I was staying, telling me I was under 
arrest for returning to the réservation. I told him I had Mr. Leupp's 
permission to do so. He laughed and said he did not care anythmg 
about Mr. Leupp's permission, he had come there to arrest me. He 
compelled me to accompany him to the agency, about 30 mUes dis- 
tant, without adéquate wraps, on a cold night. It was near midnight 
when we arrived. In the meantime, I had nothing to eat. 

The Indian court was in session to try my case, and Joe Cooper, 

Ç résident of the Crow Lodge, was in the guardhouse under arrest. 
'hey told me that I also was to be locked up in the guardhouse* 
This guardhouse was a cow shed and filthy beyond compréhension. 
It was one of the principal instruments for intimidation of the 
Indians. I wamed Reynolds urgently against such a course, and 
he finally dismissed the court and telegraphed to Washington. I 
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also telegraphed the Chicago Record Herald, which was backing the 
investigation at the time, with the resuit that I was given a room at 
the hôtel and released in the morning by order from Washington. 
However, I was ill and unable to leave my bed. Toward noon the 
hôtel keeper, Fred Server, came to the door and told me under no 
circums tances to speak to any one or to get up. He added that there 
were some things ne could not stand for. About an hour afterwards 
Mr. Reynolds came to my room with a physician, and I discovered 
they were examining me as a lunatic. When they went out of the 
room I got up and found that they had a court in lunacy in session, 
the clerk acting as United States commissioner. Server secretly 
wired to Sheridan for a physician. The physician's arrivai in the 
afternoon ended the proceedings in lunacy, and I accompanied 
him bitck to Sheridan, where I received a telegram that Mr. Dalby 
was startinff from Washington. On Dalby's arrivai he requested 
that I shouTd remain in Sheridan while he went to the réservation 
and began the investigation. I consented, remaining there several 
days. 

The résidents warned me that Dalbjr was in continuai conférence 
with the gang on the réservation and it would be unsafe for me to 
go. I wired Dalby he must permit me to come to the réservation at 
once or I should abandon our plan. He came to Sheridan and agreed 
that if I would wait several days he would be ready to begin the 
investigation with me. I did so, starting at the time agreed upon. 
The Indians came to the train as it reached the réservation and 
told me that certain petitioners for the investigation had been 
arrested. I went to the agency, sent for Dalby, and asked him about 
the arrest. He said he had nothing to do with it. I introduced him 
to the Indians. He told them that he had come to make a thorough 
investigation with their pétition and my charges as the basis. They 
expressed relief and started out at once to summon the Indians, 
with his consent, to a council to meet him at Lodge Grass. It was 
rainincr and nearly dark; some of the Indians would hâve to ride 
200 miles, but they started out at once in high hopes. I returned to 
my former stopping place on the Little Big ïlorn. Dalby set a time 
for the council which gave the Indians barely time to assemble. As 
Dalby progressed, he told them lie would not hâve anything to do 
with them unless they dismissed me and had me arrested for inter- 
fering. This was against the wishes of the Indians. I was roughly 
handled. Dalby told the Indians my arrest was by the Présidentes 
order to show what he thought of me. He also showed them tele- 
grams and letters that I had written to the Président, saying that 
everything had been turned over to him. Dalby ordered Alex 
Upshaw to search my trunk. He did so, taking such papers as seemed 
to be wanted. I was then expelled from the réservation without 
money and without my baggage. Fortunately a cattleman who 
knew Reynolds was at the station and urged me to accept a loan of 
$50, which I thankfuUy did. It was fîve days before I could get my 
baggage. Dalby then investigated by himself, threatening some and 
buying others. 

Then Secretary Garfield came to Montana and opened the Hunt- 
ley irrigation project. Continuing as a writer, I went to Billings. 
I found there the réservation ring in full force and that it would be 
impossible for me to go to Huntley. However, I went to Denver, 
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to the lands convention, meeting Secretary Garfield and Mr. Pinchot 
there. Later I retumed to Montana. Meantime I had written to 
magazine editors in New York of conditions on Crow and had been 
asked to come to New York to handle the s tory. I started, by way 
of BiUings. When I changed trains at BiUings I was arrested while 
bujring my ticket to New York, on charge of returning to the réser- 
vation after I had been put off. I was taken to the station. While 
I was sitting in the common room there, some man, who appeared 
to be a gentleman, and known to the officiais, came and said that I 
would be more comfortable in a smaller room where I was to wait. 
A man was in this smaller room. He proved to be a United States 
commissioner, and I discovered the nrst man was conducting a 
hearing before him on my case. When I made this discovery I 
found the door locked. I threatened to open the window and call 
for help if he did not desist, said I wanted a lawyer, and I wanted 
to know what they were doing. This hearing was postponed; I was 

Sut under $500 bail, which some unknown person put up in cash, 
[eanwhile Dalby and Reynolds arrived from the réservation and 
made additional charges against me of having entered into a con- 
tract with restricted Indians without the consent of the Secretary. 
I was bound over to the grand jury and kept in jail in Helena incom- 
municado for nearly four months until I managed to get bail. A 
pétition for writ of habeas corpus was denied by Fédéral Judge Hunt, 
now of the Commerce Court nere, by whom it was heard perfunc- 
torily. After I got out of jail the cattlemen got together ancl started 
a paper in BiUings, which was purchased by one of the lessors on the 
réservation, Charley Bair, for the purpose of preventing further 
publicity. 

When the grand jury met they completelv exonerated me. I 
came at once to Washington and had a hearing before this committee, 
which was reported in Senate Document 445, parts 1 and 2, Sixtieth 
Congress, first session. The resuit of the hearing was that the Senate 
ordered an investigation and made appropriations for the same. 
The Senate refused to confirm Dalby's appointment as Indian in- 
spector until in August, 1909, at which tune he was confirmed on 
condition that he would immediately resign from the service. Dalby 
did resign, but immediately returned to Washington as attorney for 
the very lessors on the Crow Réservation whom he had been sent to 
investigate, and whose conduct he had whitewashed in his report. 
Near midnight of March 3, 1909, the original resolution making the 
appropriation was rescinded by Senator Keaa. The foUowing year 
the House Indian Committee unanimously asked for an investiga- 
tion, but, being near the end of the session, no appropriation was 
made. As the resuit ot mv first efforts, some of the conditions on 
the réservation were remedied and the income from the leases was 
increased from $45,000 to $150,000. Numerous pretended investi- 
gations haye been made by officiais of the Interior Department, ail 
of which, in effect, whitewashed the conditions and protected the 
people engaged in looting the Indians. 

The resolution which your committee is now considering is for the 
purpose of having an actual investigation by the Department of 
Justice. 
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ALLOTMENTS. 

This is what I f ound : Allotments originally made, which had been 
for years enjoyed and upon which some cultivation had been made 
in each instance, and in many instances where the Indian owners had 
died and left heirs, were summarily and fraudulently canceled. The 
Indians were persuaded or driven from them if hving, aAd if dead 
the allotments switched to their heirs on lands in a différent locality, 
provided such heirs agreed in advance to sell to interested parties; 
DUt if the legaV heirs were nnwilling to sell, bogus heirs were substi- 
tuted for the real ones. 

Down on the Yellowstone there were some 300 or 400 Indiajis 
allotted. Under the act of 1882 thèse allotments were approved. 
In 1904 one John Rankin began aUotting. The Indians were told 
that their allotments were not good, and ne canceled many of them, 
although the Indiâais had been making thèse allotments their homes 
for years and had built irrigation ditches there. Some of thèse 
allotments were worth as much as $25,000 each. The Interior De- 

Eartment canceled thèse Yellowstone allotments where the Indians 
ad died. Mr. Rankin reallotted the dead Indian to very choice land 
West of the Big Hom when sure the new allotments would be sold. 
New family rolls were prepared in such a way that the purported 
heirs to .this land were thosa who would agrée to sell it. Thèse 
allottees on the Yellowstone hâve been subjected to every form of 
intimidation conceivable. Some of them are still holding on. Some 
of the allotments hâve been canceled within the past two or three 
years without any shadow of authority for having done so. 

Second. Indians who had been allotted to the land where the Hunt- 
ley irrigation project is, and to the land that is now covered by the 
Two Leggings ditch, had their allotments arbitrarily canceled. They 
were given new allotments under their protest on the diminished 
réservation, anywhere the students coula be put in, the best land 
having been taken up. 

Third. Indians whose allotments were on the diminished réserva- 
tion were tricked into relinquishing the old allotments in such a way 
that they seemed to hâve taken a new allotment in 1904. 

Fourth. Indians who had held allotments were forcibly removed and 
taken to community farms, compelline them in effect to abandon 
their old allotments. After this was donc the irrigated allotments 
were eut down arbitrarily and without any législative act from 160 
acres to 80 and 40 acres. This irrigated lana did not come under 
any réclamation project, but the irrigation had been put in with the 
money of the Crow Indians, received in payment for land. 

Fifth. The rolls also hâve been padded fraudulently by the inser- 
tion of many employées on the réservation, with their familles. 
Thèse were thereby given the right to deal in Indian lands and the 
right to buy Indian allotments without compétition and in private. 
AU this is strictly contrary to that provision of the criminal code of 
the United States forbidding oflâcers of the Indian service or Interior 
Department officiais from dealing in Indian or public lands. The 
rolls hâve been further falsifîed by dropping the names of many 
Crow Indians who heretofore had valuable allotments. The rolls 
are further déficient in the fact that many children born since 1899 
hâve not been enroUed for allotment, though there remains in the 
neighborhood of 2,000,000 acres of suiplus land. 
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CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 11 

TRIBAL ROLLS. 

The original rolls showing thèse allotment frauds hâve disappeared. 
The law says specifically that they shall be kept intact in Crow Agency 
and in Washington. To a proper investigating party I will show that 
this had not been done. When Commissioner Valentine was shown 
the discrepancy in the rolls he ordered the old rolls to be produced* 
After a diligent search the rolls were not found, and those wnose duty 
it was to know about the rolls said they hâve been taken care of and 
they were not produced. At Crow Agency I found that the Crow 
land book, which is the old Crow rolls, had also disappeared. It 
could not be found. There are papers existent, some of which I hâve, 
that will demonstrate the falsity of the newly manufactured roll and 
the importance to the Interior Department of procuring certain attor- 
neys to be attorneys for the Crow Indians and the desirability of the 
passage of certain législation, approved by the Interior Department,, 
designed to ratify and confirm the présent roll and to destroy the 
rights of the Crow Indians to recover their allotments and other 
rights. Thèse new rolls consist of three large books, which were 
placed iu the hands of the Department of Justice by Commissioner 
Valentine^s direction, to hâve tnem examined with a view of investi- 
gating and setting forth thèse frauds. It was wîth référence to the 
possession of thèse rolls that I was arrested last summer on the order 
of Assistant Secretary Adams. 

GRAZING AND AGRICULTURAL LEASES. 

There is in the neighborhood of 3,000,000 acres on Crow Réserva- 
tion. The entire réservation is particularly fine grazing land. When 
Senator Teller was Secretary of the Interior, about 35 years ago, the 
surplus land on Crow Réservation, which then included the Yellow- 
stone country, was leased for about $45,000 a year to stockmen. lu 
1906, when I met the Indians at their Crow Indian lodge meetings 
they complained very bitterly that the cattle and sheep men occupied 
the réservation to their exclusion, and were paying very little for the 
privilège, some of them nothing, and that what money they did pay 
the Indians ne ver saw. In the hearing before this committee it was 
established that the leases were not given to the highest bidders. 
That was proven to be a fact when the leases were made the next 
time. One lease to Frank Henry was especially discussed. He was 
paying that year $1,800 for his privilèges. After Mr. Dalby^s retire- 
ment as Indian inspector he appeared at the Indian Office as attorney 
for Frank Henry, and submitted a plan under which Henry volun- 
tarily offered to pay $48,000 for the land he formerly obtained for 
$1,800. Higher bids then submitted, which the Indians wanted to 
accept, were refused in the Indian Office, ail of which investigation 
will demonstrate. The lessors on Crow formed a ring of men who 
are acquiring the réservation, oppressing the Indians in every possible 
manner, and violating the law constantîy . They are not checked by 
the officiais at the agency, but the officiais protect the lessors from the 
Indians and the Indians are thus left to their despoilers. The leases 
in ahnost every instance are let on the basis of per capita payment 
of live stock. There is no data at the agency to show how many 
head of stock are turned on under any lease or what are added. 
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12 CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 

The Indians complain that their own cattle and horses hâve been 
starved to death; that the lessors hâve branded their calves and coïts, 
thus stealing them; that they hâve no protection against the cattle 
and the sheep of the lessors, which, as the Indians wrote me, were 
trampling them to death. Thèse leases include the portion that was 
set aside for grazing the Indians^ cattle, known as the I-D Range. 
Formerly this land had never been leased and the Indians bitterly 
opposed it, as thev hâve no other place for their own stock. To force 
the lease upon them, a business committee was appointed by the 
agent, a council was called; the agent wrote Commissioner Abbott 
he could not get consent from a gênerai council; Chief Supervisor of 
Schools Holcomb was sent there to deal with this so-called business 
committee. The leases of this range had already been illegally 
approved by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, Adams, the 
minutes of the council had been prepared in advance in Washington 
by Assistant Commissioner Abbott, Chief Supervisor Holcomb pro- 
cured the signatures of the agent, the business council, and other nec- 
essaiy oflicers to thèse spurious council proceedings, and sent them ail 
to Washington with his officiai sanction. The Crow Indians, being 
cattlemen, bitteily object to sheep on the réservation as they bring 
the loco weed and destroy the range. Nevertheless, large portions 
of the réservation was let to sheep and the sheep are permitted in 
portions of the réservation where there is no lease. The Indians' 
individual allotments are included in thèse grazing leases and they are 
prevented from acquiring possession of their own aUotted lands which 
would be the only possible source of income they hâve. As a restJt 
the Indians are driven to eating the diseased beef which the lessors 
seil in violation of law at $15 a head. This disease is known techni- 
cally as lumpy jaw. So deadly to the cattle and so contagions is it 
that there is a statu te forbidding its interstate transportation and 
direcdng that the animais affected shall be slaughtered and buried. 
Instead of this, thèse lumpy jawed cattle are sold to the Indians on 
the réservation and also to the Indian Government School. I am 
confident that real investigation will show not only on Crow, but 
nearly every other Indian réservation where there are cattle, that 
what is called a form of tuberculosis, is, in fact, lumpy jaw. 

As to agricultural leases : There is a large amount of very valuable 
irrigated land. More than $1,000,000 of Crow money was used put- 
ting in this system. When the aUotments were fraudulently can- 
celed, much of this was taken from the Indians and termed surplus 
land. This land, under some aUeged law, which I can not find, is 
being leased for agricultural purposes. Indians owning this irrigated 
land can not get the water from their own water Systems and are 
compelled to lease. It is leased only to the ring for sums that are 
ridiculously smaU, in terms which permit the lessor to eut timber 
without building houses, to mine the coal on the land without any 
recompense to the Indians, and beyond that the Indians teU me they 
seldom see the price actually fixed for compensation; it disappears 
somewhere. On account of thèse conditions, young Indians return- 
ing from school hâve no land, and when they seek to lease lands 
belonging even to their own families, they are prevented from doing 
so. Leases made by Indians to returning students are disapproved 
by the Interior Department. In this way the young educated 
Indian, both woman and man, who cornes back from school has no 

Digitized by VaOOQlC 



CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 13 

possible means of support, and become the prey of the land and 
agency rings or returns to the blanket. 

IRRIGATION. 

On Crow there are two large rivers, the Big Horn and the Little 
Big Horn. There are also smaller streams, Soap Creek, Wamx 
Springs, Lodge Grass, Pass Creek, and Pryor Creek. The land lying 
under thèse streams is mostly flat and can be irrigated easily without 
dams by mère diversion ditches. The Indians complain bitterly 
that private ditches are taken ont by white men without authority. 
In particular, this is true of the Two Leggings ditch and the Pasa 
Creek ditch. Prior to the year 1909 certain white men who had 
no authority to do so and could not obtain it properly, took their 
chances and built a ditch 34 miles long, 50 feet wide, from the Big 
Horn River right across the allotted Indians' land, that would water 
the land through which it passed on the diminished réservation. 
This unlawful act was permitted by the Indian agent. It supplied 
also water to land taken by the act of 1904, in which, to the knowl-^ 
edge of some members of this committee, a forged power of attor- 
ney was used to procure the consent of Congress to the passage of 
the act. Those using the power of attorney now buy the land. The 
Indians whose land was crossed by this ditch hâve been asking relief 
from the oppression of thèse trespassers. Inspector Holcomb was sent 
to Crow Réservation and practically reported that the ditch did not 
cross the lands of certain complaining Indians. The facts show that 
his report was incorrect. The Indians also complained that thèse très, 
passers eut their large timber and had not built bridges over the ditch ,v 
that they had taken possession of their houses and of their lands and 
that the Indians could not get water to cultivate such portions of 
their land as might be left to them. Thèse Indians are asking inves- 
tigations and protection. 

In the spring of 1912 thèse white trespassers were in Washington 
seeking the approval by the Interior Department of their trespassing 
ditch and other iniquities on Crow Réservation. A concerted attempt 
was made to accomplish this purpose, which included personal 
attacks on myself from high sources, and in spite of my protests and 
the pétition signed by every Indian under the ditch, the trespassers 
accomplished their purpose in the Interior Department. The ditch 
was approved and the order of the House of Représentatives ordering 
an investigation and making appropriations therefor was nullified. 

The Two Leggings ditch is in the western extremity of the resei-va- 
tion. In the eastern extremity is another ditch almost identical in 
character, put in by the Spear Bros, and others. This ditch takes the 
water from Pass Creek, crosses many Indian allotments. It can not 
be less than 20 miles in length and may be as much as 40. It waters 
lands that hâve been acquired from the Indians by the lessors in such 
a manner that the Indians claim they hâve been def rauded in différent 
ways; one way, of which they complain most bitterly, is that the loca- 
tion of their allotments hâve been changed so that where they sup- 
Eosed their land lay on the bottom of a valley, they find it is on a 
ench where no water can reach it. The land the Indians claim has 
passed to the lessors. Pass Creek is one of the principal tributaries of 
the Little Big Horn. Diverting the water through the Pass Creek ditch 
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has so lowered the water of the Little Big Horn that the irrigation 
System of the Indians, depending upon this river, is déficient in water. 
Another thing is the expenditure of money for irrigation. The income 
from the grazing leases, which is tribal money, is about $150,000 a 
year. Nearly aU of this money is expended for irrigation. It will be 
readily seen from irrigation maps of Crow Réservation that the money 
is being expended to irrigate lands that belong to white men and not 
to Indians, including the land of very many of the employées of the 
réservation, whose land has been obtained in défiance of the criminal 
laws. 

There is also the money from the sale of ceded laûd. This expendi- 
ture is specifically provided- for by act of Congress. This act is dis- 
regardea. 

1 hâve now made an outline statement of a portion of the evils that 
are in existence to-day on Crow Réservation, protected andfostered by 
the Interior Department. This protection is given in différent ways. 
But it amounts to this, that any Indian or white person who attempts 
to interfère with such graft is subjected to any form of intimidation 
that may appear to be most effective in the mstance. The intimi- 
dation is exercised in différent ways. One has been by calling out 
soldiers and shooting the Indians or arresting them. Another is bv 
sending inspectors wno will carry out the desires of the grafters, such 
men as Mr. Dalby, Holcomb, and McLaughlin, who hâve been before 
this committee. 

On an Indian réservation the agent has power of life and death 
over the Indian.' If an Indian attempts to appeal above the agent, 
he must do it through the agent. If he succeed in attracting the 
attention of any one above the agent, it is customary to send to the 
réservation an inspecter or supervisor. If the Indian makes any 
formai charges to the inspector or supervisor against the agent, he 
must do it m the présence of the agent, who has power of life and 
death, not only over him, but over his f amily, inclumng even his little 
children, who are in Government schools, any of whom may be sub- 
jected to torture in varions forms. When I reported to rresident 
Koosevelt in 1906 the conditions I found in the Crow Réservation, 
Mr. Z. Louis Dalby was sent out to investigate them. 

Dalby's report, which is on file in the Indian Office, admitted the 
truth of many oî the charges I made, but whitewashed the grafterô 
entirely. Dalby's report was accepted by the Interior Department as 
gospel, but the Senate, on leaming of his conduct, refused to confirm 
nis appointment as Indian inspector, except on condition that he re- 
8ign. This Dalby did, and in less than three weeks af ter his résigna- 
tion he blossomed out as attomey before the Interior Department 
for the very grafters he had been sent to investigate and whom he 
had whitewashed and which fought so valiantly for his confirmation. 
And he has ever since been the f avored son of the Interior Department 
and has been able to accomplish more as the attomey for the ring on 
the Crow Réservation than he would hâve been able to accomplish 
had he remained inspector, being apparently in entire control of 
the situation. When it was found that Mr. Dalby had been put in 
control of other Indian réservations in the same manner, charges set- 
ting forth the history of his conduct on Crow Réservation were filed 
with the Interior Department looking toward his disbarment from 
practice. Acting Secretary Adams himself peremptorily ordered that 
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thèse charges be dismissed and that no investigation of them be had. 
Secretary Ballinger visited the réservation, and after looking into the 
situation ordered an investigation. Jack Munroe made the investi- 

Îation and submitted a report which was suppressed by the Interior 
)epartment. Chief Superviser E. P. Holcomb was the next to in- 
vestiçate. He ignored very many of the charges of the Indians and 
«ulogized and exonerated not omy Agent Reynolds, but the other 
officiais on the réservation. Other inspectors and supervisors hâve 
been to Crow Réservation and hâve made reports of which I hâve 
heard, but none of which I hâve read. The Secretary of the Interior 
has stated that a report was recently made of thèse conditions by In- 
spector Norris, but that this report was confidential and that I could 
not hâve access to it. Concerning thèse pretended investigations it 
need only be said that practicaUy nothinç has been done by the In- 
terior Department to remedy the conditions that hâve existed for 
years on Crow Réservation. 

Another form of protecting the evils on the réservation is through 
the use of attomeys who are willing to carry out the iniquity of tne 
Indian Bureau. One firm of attomeys in Washington, also favorite 
sons of the Interior Department, procured a contract from a déléga- 
tion of Crow Indians wnile thèse Indians were in a state of intoxicar 
tion, by the terms of which contract this firm was to become the tribal 
attomeys for them and represent them in presenting large claims 
against the Government. The conduct of this firm of attomeys in 
this matter was called to the attention of the Acting Secretary of the 
Interior Department. Charges swom to in part by a former United 
States Senator, and swom to entirely by myself , were submitted to 
him, but he refused to investigate them or call witnesses. At the 
same time he was urging this same firm upon the Osage Indians as 
their tribal attomeys. One of the most potent instruments of fraud 
is the business committee and tribal council. It is the custom of the 
Interior Department to appoint thèse councils and délégations in such 
a manner tnat the interests of the grafters will be represented rather 
than the interests of the Indians. Another way is by the use of 
money, or its équivalent. This includes the préparation by Govern- 
ment officiais in Washington, in advance, of the minutes of councils 
intended to be held on the réservations. 

The Acting Chairman. Mr. Secretary, do you care to ask any 
questions of the witness ? 

Secretary Fisher. I would be very glad to, Mr. Chairman. 

The Acting Chairman. You mav proceed. 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray, did you represent in any way the 
Graham committee of the House in its investigation to which you 
ref erred in your statement ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Did you represent any member of that com- 
mittee ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. On whose behalf did you seek access to the 
files and records of the Indian Office ? 

Mrs. Gray. In behalf of the Crow Indians as their représentative. 

Secretary Fisher. In what way did you represent them ? 

Mrs. Gray. I acted as their représentative, appointed by Prési- 
dent Roosevelt to do so, and by tne Indians. 
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Secretary Fisher. Let us take the first. Do you refer to any- 
thing other than the statement you hâve already made as to the 
action of Président Rooscvelt? 

Mrs. Gray. I should tliink tliat was sufficient. 

Secretary Fisher. Is that the matter to which you referred ? 

Mrs. Gray. That is the matter to which I referred. 

Secretary Fisher. Did Président Roosevelt ever take any other 
action than that which you hâve described authorizing you to repre- 
sent the Crow Indians ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; I never saw Président Roosevelt to speak to 
him again. But that is not the point at issue. The point at issue is 
that you will be kind enough to confine yourself to the matter of the 
Crow Réservation and not '^ Mrs. Gray.'^ I find that whenever I make 
any of thèse charges, no matter what they may be, the inquiry is 
immediately diverted from the issue and I am made the subject. 
Now, if you do not mind, I would rather my personal connection with 
it be dropped entirely and we confine ourselves to the Crow Réserva- 
tion, whicn is the subject of this hearirig and of this resolution. At 
any time you wish I will take up my personal matters, but that is not 
before this commit tee at this tune, and unless the Senators want to 
go on in that manner I would rather not do so. 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray, I shall be very glad to adopt vour 
suggestion; but the difficultv is that upon each occasion when I hâve 
listened to any statement tnat was onered by you on this subject I 
hâve found that they hâve consisted largely, if not chiefly, of a récital 
of your own personal expériences, and the whole question of their 
credibility, or mdeed of their miportance, dépends very largely, if not 
almost entiiely, upon the accuracy of your own individual statements 
as to events, and therefore I hâve thought it wise to inquire into that 
matter. 

Mrs. Gray. Secretary Fisher 

Secretary Fisher. Pardon me just a moment. I waited until you 
had finished. 

Mrs. Gray. I beg your pardon. 

Secretary Fisher. Î hâve listened this morning to a very long state- 
ment from you on the subject, the greater portion of which was a 
récital of your own personal expériences on or about the réservation, 
and I do not think, therefore, that it would be quite possible for either 
myself or this commit tee, or anyone else, to eliminate your personality 
from it. I do not wish to go into it to any extent whatever beyond 
the point necessary to understand what the issue is. 

Senator Ashurst. Mr. Chairman, I think the honorable Secretary 
should hâve the right to examine the witness in the way he deems 
expédient and proper. 

The Chairman. Well, for the présent. 

Mrs. Gray. I am perfectly willing he should do so, but we will fill 
up the record with my personal matters which hâve nothing to do with 
it. That is the way it has always been donc, and the committee is 
not a p article interested in me or my affairs. 

Secretary Fisher. Then why did you think it was pertinent or at 
ail désirable to tell the committee, or read to the committee, this long 
account of your own personal expériences from the beginning as far 
backas 1906? 
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Mrs. Gray. Sevèn years. I did that because the members of the 
committee hâve asked me for that information. Many of the com- 
mittee members who are hère now were not members of the committee 
when the matter came up six years ago. For that reason it seemed to 
me better to give my personal expériences in the matter. 

Secretary Fisher. And it is for that reason, because you did 
thhik it was désirable to enlighten them on that subject, that I am. 
now trying to enlighten them further by gettîng the real f acts. 

Mrs. Gray. I will be very glad to answer any question you havo 
to ask in the matter, Secretary Fisher. 

Secretary Fisher. Very well. Now, did Président Roosevelt take 
anv action in writing, or was the transaction to which you hâve 
referred entirely oral ? 

Mrs. Gray. It was entirely verbal. At the same time, when I 
went out there he fuUy understood, as did also Sectetary Garfield, 
as I told them, that I was entirely dépendent upon my own self for 
my living; that I was a widow, with a young son to support, and 
naturally Président Roosevelt and Secretary Garjfield would not hâve 
asked me to hâve made that long trip or to hâve done as I did unlôss 
they expected to recompense me in the matter. They would hâve 
had legally no right to hâve done so. 

Secretary Fisher. I am not asking for an argument on the sub- 
ject. I want to get the facts as to what happened. 

Mrs. Gray. It was unfortunate that I put a great deal of f aith in. 
Président Roosevelt at that time; it seemed to me his word was quite 
sufficient. I did not take anything in writing; I did not ask for 
anything. If it should occur again, I would asK for it in writing. 

Secretary Fisher. Did you hâve equal faith at that time in 
Secretary Garfield ? 

Mrs. Gray. I did; yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Did you hâve anything in writing from him? 

Mrs. Gray. There are letters that were m the record — one letter 
wherein he says Mr. Dalby would shortly come to the réservation, 
and he trusted I would publish nothiog. 

Secretary Fisher. Is that the only written communication of any 
kind relatmg to you which you hâve knowledge Secretary Garfield 
wrote? 

Mrs. Gray. Secretary Garfield was called before this committee and 
he himself stated the circumstances practicaUy as I hâve stated them 
at this hearing — that it was arranged, and we did confer with the 
Président, and he did ask me to go to the réservation. 

Secretary Fisher. Whatever Secretary Garfield then said is a mat- 
ter of record ? 

Mrs. Gray. It is a matter of record; yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. What I want to get at is this : Is there any other 
document, or has there ever been a document of which you hâve 
knowledge, signed by Secretary Garfield other than this letter that 
you hâve referred to ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; at the same time Secretary Garfield went in 
person to Judge Hunt to cause my arrest for makmg a contract with 
the Indians, and on that statement, as long as they thought it was so 
complète, and as long as Judge Hunt refused even to hear a pétition 
in habeas corpus to dismiss me, they must hâve had very good 
grounds for tlunking I had made that contract with the Indians. 
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Secretary Fisher. I do not intend to argue anything at this time" 
I simply want to get the facts. 

Mrs. Gray. I nave been continually called on by the Interior 
Department and by the Indian Office to act for the Crow Indians. 

oecretary Fisher. Now, let us get at that statement. By what 
authority, at what time, or in what matter did the Interior Depart- 
ment or the Office of Indian Affairs ever employ you or authorize 
you to represent the Crow Indians ? 

Mrs. Gray. I did not say employed or authorized. I said I was 
ealled on to act for the Crow Indians. 

Secretary Fisher. Then, in what manner were you at any time 
ealled on to act ? 

Mrs. Gray. Specifically, and very recently, >Ir. Valentine wanted 
the matter of the Crow rolls investigated in such a way that action 
could be taken. 

Secretary Fisher. Who was this ? 

Mrs. Gray. Mr. Commissioner Valentine, as commissioner. After 
ihey had gone over the matter and established the fact that the 
roUs were not in proper form in the Interior Department, Commis- 
sioner Valentine went to an officiai of the Department of Justice and 
said there was no one in his department who Knew about the matter, 
or whom he could trust, and he wanted me to assist him and to assist 
the Department of Justice in getting this matter in such shape that 
he could take action upon it. 

Secretary Fisher. When did that occur ? 

Mrs. Gray. I am not positive about the date. 

Secretary Fisher. About what time ? 

Mrs. Gray. I do not remember the date, but some time last 
February. 

Secretary Fisher. Who was présent at that time ? 

Mrs. Gray. Judge Burch was présent and Commissioner Valentine. 

Secretary Fisher. Were you présent ? 

Mrs. Gray. I was présent; y es, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray, I will come back to that in a mo- 
ment. 

Mrs. Gray. Just one thing more; we did not make the spécifie 

S oint there. In doing so I told him I could not présent the case of 
ae Crows unless I could hâve the proper documents in the Indian 
Office. For that reason the documents were taken f rom the Interior 
Department, upon my signature, to the Department of Justice, I 
actmg entirely as représentative of the Crows. Certain papers were 
prepared over there under Mr. Valentine's direction with the 
assistance of his attomey, Mr. Bascomb Johnson, or Mr. O'Brien, 
acting attomey for the Department of Justice, and those papers were 
aU signed in my name as représentative of the Crow Indians, and 
were accepted by the Interior Department for a period of quite some 
time before they objected. 

Secretary Fisher. Did they object? 

Mrs. Gray. Some five or six months afterwards they objected. 

Secretary Fisher. Who objected? 

Mrs. Gray. I think you did yourself. 

Secretary Fisher. Personally or in writing ? 

Mrs, Gray. In writing. 

Secretary Fisher. To whom was the objection addressed? 
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Mrs. Gray. It was addressed to no one. The matter in which it 
was used I think at first — I am not sure whether it was the proceed- 
ings to disbar Mr. Dalby from practice or Capt. Merrillat, but one or 
the other. It was not submitted to me; it never was submitted to me. 
The information upon which the statement was made was made on 
statements that were iiot f acts, and I was never given an opportunity 
of replying to it. 

Secretary Fisheb. This was just a gênerai written statement or 
mémorandum, was it? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; he refused to investigate the matter. 

Secretary Fisheb. Whom? 

Mrs. Gray. Secretary Adams. 

Secretary Fisher. But I am now talking about the statement you 
say was signed by me. Did I understand you correctly to say that 
there was some statement signed by me ? 

Mrs. Gray. I am not sure whether it was signed by you or Secre- 
tary Adams. It was signed, I think, by the Acting Secretary or the 
Secretary; I am not positive as to that. 

Secretary Fisher. I do not want to press you further upon a 
matter of that kind if you are not clear about it. 

Mrs. Gray. I am hoping that the records wiU be produced for this 
committee because I want them produced. 

Secretary Fisher. Let me see ir I understand you correctly. Did 
you say you never represented the House committee which was 
mvestigating the Indian Office — Committee on Expenditures iu the 
Interior Department, I beUeve ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; you did not ask me that question. You 
asked me if I was representing the House committee when I asked 
for the papers regardmg the Crow Réservation. 

Secretary Fisher. Well, did you represent the House Committee 
on Expenditures in the Interior Department in any way at any time ? 

Mrs. Gray. I was emp loyed to give them information. 

Secretary Fisher. Wiio employed you ? 

Mrs. Gray. I was employed by the Démocratie congressional com- 
mittee. 

Secretary Fisher. The Démocratie congressional committee ? 

Mrs. Gray. The national congressionfu committee. I was also 
employed by the Department of Justice to do the same. 

Secretary Fisher. Let us get back to the question. The question 
is very simple. Did you ever represent the Committee on Expendi- 
tures m the Interior Department m connection with this investigation 
of Indian afïairs at any time or in any manner ? I do not ask you 
about the national Démocratie committee. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve never represented the committee; no, sir. I 
hâve donc a great deal of work for the committee. 

Secretary Fisher. How do you mean; employed by it? 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve been employed for them: yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Were you employed by tnem ? 

Mrs. Gray. Nô, sir; I was not employed by them. 

Secretary Fisher. That is clear, is it ? 

Mrs. GrÀy. That is clear and positive. 

Secretary Fisher. At any time or in any manner ? 

Mrs. Gray. At any time, or in any manner. 
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Secretary Fisher. Now, I do not know the date — this seems to 
hâve been written August 14, 1911 — a pencil notation from the 
Lehigh — is that wliere you hve — on Adams Mill Road? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. I hâve hère what purports to be a copy of a 
letter from you to Mr. William O'Bi-ien at Odanah, Wis., in which I 
find this statement: *^I am at présent employed by the committee of 
the House that is investigating the Indian Bureau/' etc. 

Mrs. Gray. It would hâve been correct if I had said '^for/' In the 
beginning I suppose I was employed by the committee. I did not 
know the source of nay employment. 

Secretary Fisher. But you thought you were employed by the 
committee of the House ? 

Mrs. Gray. For a short time, probably, when that was written. I 
did not untU later. The way the employment came about was this : 
I had been fighting this Crow business for a long time, and the Mem- 
bers of the House, as soon as the Democrats came into authority in 
the House, wished to hâve the Indian Bureau investigated, and the^ 
arranged in such a way that I should be paid. That is the way it 
came about. I do not know the source oi the payment. 

Secretary Fisher. Now, Président Roosevelt, as I understand you, 
gave instructions that you were to hâve free access to ail papers 
relating, to thèse matters at that time ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Did you get such access ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Did Secretary Ballinger, when he was Secretary 
of the Interior, give you free access to the papers in the matter that 
was mentioned in connectioïi with him ? 

Mrs. Gray. As soon as he came into office, I think within the first 
two or three weeks, he went to the Crow Réservation^ and when he 
returned from the Crow Réservation he wanted me to assist him in 
getting certain facts, and I told him that it would be impossible for 
me to ge to the Indian Office, as I would not hâve anything to do 
with Mr. Valentine. He then said, *'If you will describe the papers 
that you need I will hâve them brought over hère"; and I did that 
and he brought over five or six bushels of papers and I went through 
them. 

Secretarj^ Fisher. Did you get everything you wanted or asked 
for at the time ? 

Mrs. Gray. Everything I wanted at the time, and on the strength 
of that he ordered an investigation. 

Secretary Fisher. Who made that investigation ? 

Mrs. Gray. I think it was made by Mr. Monroe and afterwards by 
Mr. Holcomb. 

Secretarjr Fisher. Were those investigations satisfactory to you; 
I mean, did you think they were conducted properly, or that they 
were improperly conducted ? 

Mrs. Gray. Mr. Monroe 's report was suppressed, and if we can 
hâve Mr. Holcomb 's report I shall be very giad. 

Secretary Fisher. But that is not an answer to my question, Mrs. 
Gray. You hâve criticized thèse varions reports as I understand your 
statement 

Mrs. Gray. Yes; the reports will speak for themselves. 
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Secretary Fisher. I want to get at the fact whether the reports in 
your judgment are proper and were conducted by proper methods or 
whether you attack their good f aith and integrity ? 

Mrs. Gray. Mr. Monroe's report, I thmk, was made conscientiously 
and to the best of his ability. 

Secretary Fisher. Hâve you any criticism of it at ail ? 

Mrs. Gray. None except that it was not used. 

Secretary Fisher. You hâve no criticism of the report itself ? 

Mrs. Gray. None whatever. 

Senator La Follette. If you will pardon me, Mr. Secretary, 
may I ask you, Mrs. Gray, if you saw the report ? 

Mrs. Gray. I did not see it until three years — I think about four 
years afterwards. I think if we can get the report, it will show that 
only a portion of it has been retained, and there are telegrams which 
show tnat the report was suppressed. Mr. Holcomb's teîegrams say, 
''Do not show Monroe's report to anyone.'' Three separate times 
I found that in the teîegrams. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. We are having a call of the Senate and'I 
présume nearlv ail of the Senators présent désire to answer the call. 
As that will take some time I expect we had better take a continuance 
of this matter until either this afternoon or to-morrow, and inas- 
much as there is an important case going on in the Senate, and ail 
Senators désire to be présent, I think we had better continue the 
hearing until to-morrow. 

Secretary Fisher. I may say, Mr. Chairman, that it is not my 
intention to go into thèse matters at any great length. I can very 
quickly bring out what I wish. I may say — and possibly Mrs. Gray 
will agrée with me — that I never heard of any of thèse troubles until 
I became Secretary of the Interior. When I first heard of it Mrs. 
Gray came to see me and I listened to her story with considérable 
détail. 

Mrs Gray. I was introduced to you by one of the Senators who 
asked it. 

Secretary Fisher. I hâve forgotten the circumstances, but I was 
somewhat impressed with the statement she was prepared to make, 
and which she made somewhat as boldly as she has made her state- 
ments hère to-day, and I called Mr. Valentine in and had him talk 
about the matter, and he and Mrs. Gray talked about the matter in 
the présence of each other, and I sent her to the Tndian Office with 
the instructions that they should give her desk room and let her 
hâve free access to everything. We hâve had an investigation 
made. We hâve pursued this matter just as far as we can. The 
difïiculty with it is, in the first place, that Mrs. Gray's statements 
hâve always been gênerai. We do not hâve names and occurrences 
except with regard to herself, and the difficulty always is that ap- 
parentlv anybody who investigates thèse matters — and Mr. Monroe 
is the first one for whom there has been any kind word from Mrs. 
Gray — each one of them, as^ they investigjated it and report adversely 
to lier, is characterized as being controUed or of boing in some way 
improperly influenced to take sides against her on thèse charges. I 
said to Senator Townsend the other day in Mrs. Gray^s présence 
first, that in my opinion, a resolution of this kind or an inquiry of 
this sort at the présent time, with the records in the présent shape- 
is not only unnecessary but I think unwise; that is, I mean to say, it 
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is inexpedient. To hear a matter of this sort in any proper shape 
by this committee will require an immense amount of time as you 
can see from the great field that Mrs. Gray covers, unless the com- 
mittee is prepared to sélect out of that field certain spécifie matters 
which it would like to go into, and if Mrs. Gray is able to suggest 
anybody in the inspecting force of the Department of the Interior, 
either in the Secretary's office or in the Indian Bureau, in whom, 
prima facie and presumptiv^ely, she has any confidence, I would be 
glad to look into it, and unless there appjeared some conclusive reason 
to the contrary to hâve that man investigate thèse matters and make 
a spécifie report. 

Senator McCumber. May I ask one question hère ? 

Secretary Fisher. Certamly. 

Senator McCumber. Mrs. Gray charges that a report was made by 
Mr. Monroe, and that the adverse part of that report — that is, acf- 
verse to those she makes the complamt against — ^has been suppressed. 
What do you say as to that ? 

Secretary Fisher. I never heard the suggestion before, and I shall 
be very glad to look into it. I do not understand yet just how we 
can détermine that matter unless we hâve more definite mformation. 

Mrs. Gray. The report itself will show. 

Secretary Fisher. If the report itself shows, as she says, that it has 
been suppressed, we can very easily détermine and try to locate the 
responsibility, if it be found to be true. 

The Chairman. You can find that out from your own records. 

Secretary Fisher. I assume from what Mrs. Gray says — assuming 
the accuracy of the statement, that the report will show on the face 
of it that it is incomplète — it will also show some telegrams showing 
that it was not to be made public. 

Mrs. Gray. The telegrams were not filed with the report. They 
will be at another time. We hâve been discussing a matter that has 
been occurring during the last four or five years. 

Secretary Fisher. Yes. Let us get it clear. The telegrams ta 
which you refer are telegrams, I understand, which state that the 
report was not to be shown to anybody ? 

Mrs. Gray. Not to be shown to anybody. 

Secretary Fisher. That does not constitute the suppression of the 
report, as I see it, and it does not constitute the mutilation of the 
report. In other words, it does not constitute the sélection of certain 
portions unfavorable to some parties. The spécial agents' reports are 
ail regarded as confidential until closed, otherwise we would not get 
anywhere at ail. Our people would not talk freely ; the agents would 
not talk freely. It may be that during a certain period a report, of 
that sort was desired by the chief inspector, Mr. Holcomb — he is now 
the chief inspector, I assume, and Mr. Monroe was acting under his 
directions 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Mr. Holcomb was then presumptively the chiet 
inspector and Mr. Monroe was acting under his directions, and he may 
hâve thought at certain stages of the investigation that Monroe's 
report should not be shown to anybody, and it may be for the most 
excellent reasons in the world; I do not know as to that, but I can 
very readily ascertain if there was any such telegram, and if the com- 
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mittee thinks it important I can get Mr. Holcomb's statement as to 
why he did it. 

Mrs. Gray. I would like to see the files with the telegrams in them. 
I hâve had those files. 

Secretary Fisher. I hâve no objection to producing anythuig that 
will expedite the hearing, and wul not be subversive of the public 
interest to make public in this matter at any time as to any f act that 
the committee thinks proper. At the same time, we do not want to 
go into a fishing expédition through the files and records to get some- 
thing that does not in any way touch the question of the elmiination 
of a report, to show that Monroe's report was subsequently mutilated 
m any way. Is there any évidence or that ? 

Mrs. Gray. The papers were never filed. I think I can show you 
that to make you feel quite sure about it. Mr. Monroe was a cattle 
man out there who was not in any way connected with the bureau and 
he was evidently very conscientioùs in making his report, and exceed- 
ingly careful. Mr. Loup wrote his directions on a paper with a 
pencil; it was very hastily written, taking up the charges that we 
nad made in this hearing that was just concluded, and asked Mr. 
Monroe to go and investigate them. Now from the report that Mr. 
Monroe made, and his conclusions, and his winding up, I think it is 
perfectly proper to assume that he took up everytning that Mr. 
Loup asked him to. 

The AcTiNG Çhairman (Senator McCumber). It is évident that 
we can not get through with this case and I would suggest that we 
meet again at 10 o'clock on Saturday, unless the chairman should 
notify you that there would be no meeting. I would sugçest Satur- 
day unless the chairman notify both of you that the heanng is con- 
tinued to some other time. 

Secretary Fisher. Very well, Senator; whatever suits your con- 
venience. I came hère this moming because I received a communi- 
cation by téléphone asking me to come. I hâve no interest in the 
matter other tnan getting at the facts and, a& I say, we can shorten 
your labors if we can by any human possibility get at what Mrs. 
Gray complains of , or get the slightest information that there is any- 
body in the Indian service or inspection service of the Secretary m 
whom she has confidence, prima facie. 

Mrs. Gray. After you made that statement to me I tried twenty- 
two times in the past seven years to get the Interior Department to 
consider certain tacts. I hâve never once made the attempt that 
from some source the attack has not been made on me 

Secretary Fisher. I hâve not made any attack on you, Mrs. Gray, 

Senator McCumber. Hâve you given spécifie acts, Mrs. Gray? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCumber. And the names of individuals ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCumber. And the cases to act upon ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir; and when I took thèse papers over to the 
Department of Justice I spent weeks picking out the papers that 
would make the proof of the statement that I had made, and those 
papers were taken to the Department of Justice, and the files were 
taken there. To recover those papers, I was arrested, and those 
papers hâve been returned and hâve been destroyed. We will not 
nnd ail of those papers. There is going to be a great deal of difficulty 
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about it. But when we started thèse papers were spécifie. I think 
Senator La Follette will admit that wnen I was making my charges 
some of them were very spécifie indeed. They continually say that 
they are gênerai, but they are not gênerai. 

Senator McCumber. For instance, Mrs. Gray — and that is what I 
think the Secretary is entitled to, and what the committee is entitled 
to — ^you charge hère that people were tortured in order to get them 
to do certain things. Hâve you any évidence as to who was tortured ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir; I hâve. 

Senator McCumber. And who did the torturing ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir; I hâve. 

Senator McCumber. And what was the thing for which the torture 
was inflicted ? 

Mrs. Gray. There was one child — ^it will be very difiicult to tell it 
before the committee 

Senator McCumber. I am not asking you to go into it now. I ask 
you if you presented that f act ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. I hâve not made a single statement in this 
that has not been gone over very carefuUy myself with the informa- 
tion from the documents and otner things. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I want to make a suggestion to you now 
in order to help out the committee. I am not the chairman of the 
committee, but I will make a suggestion now that when you come 
the next time you be prepared — and you hâve from now till Saturday 
to prépare yourself — to give the spécifie charges of ail thèse things, 
who, when, and the circums tances, so that the committee will hâve 
sonething definite to présent to the Secretary of the Interior upon 
which he can give a definite answer. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes ; but you must remember that I hâve been excluded 
from the réservation, and I hâve not made the investigation myself. 
Thèse matters hâve been gathered together from différent sources. 
Some of the papers I hâve myself, ana which I will bring. Most of 
those papers were taken from the Interior Department to the Depart- 
ment of Justice. 

Senator McCumber. I am not seeking so much for the évidence as 
I am to get at spécifie acts that constitute the complaint which you 
hâve made in gênerai terms upon many occasions. I want you, just 
as nearly as you can get it, to put it in a charge so we can reach it if 
possible. For instance, make it clear so we will understand it. You 
charge, for instance, to-day that people hâve been driven off their 
homes and the lands taken by thèse cattlemen, etc. Now, that is 
gênerai. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. 

Senator McCumber. What we want is to hâve you be as spécifie 
as possible, and say who was driven off, and by whom, and what 
persons. Even though you may not hâve the évidence we want the 
lacts as you hâve them, and then we will hâve something we can in- 
vestigate. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve it in this way largely, because it seemed to me 
that the Crow Réservation is such a large subject that I should not 
go into it unless some one of the committee, iust as you say, is inter- 
ested. You hâve mentioned two instances that hâve interested you. 

Senator McCumber. I am taking every one of them. I just men- 
tioned those as illustrations. 
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Mrs. Gray. I thought if I could take it up in such manner as to 
prove that the investigation was necessary, I would not go into it 
any further, but turn over the papers and get the things together 
over there. 

Senator McCumber. But your statements are gênerai. Thev are 
so gênerai that it is'difficult for the Interior Department to pick out 
the spécifie things and answer them, and it is but fair to them, as 
well as to the committee, that you get down to the spécifie facts as 
much as possible so as to enable the Secretary of the Interior to re- 
port to the committee upon them, and upon that report the conmiittee 
will détermine what it will do in the matter. 

Mrs. Gkay. In the meantime it is necessary that I should hâve 
those documents — that is, the originels. 

Senator McCumber. I think any document that you require wiQ 
be fumished you. 

Without concluding the hearings an adjoumment was taken until 
Saturday, January 11, 1913, at 11 o'clock a. m. 
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SATXJBDAY, JANUABY 11, 1913. 

COMMITTEE ON InDIAN AfFAIRS, 

United States Senate, 

Washingtorij D. C, 
The committee met at 10 o'clock a. m., pursuant t3 adiournment, 
for the purpose of further considering the folio wing resolution: 

[S. Res. 352, Slxty-second Congress, second session.] 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized to place 
in the hands of the Attomey General such papers, records, and other information in 
référence to the affaira of the Crow Indians of Montana as will enable the Attomey 
Creneral to investigate such affairs and to brin^ such action as may be necessary to 
protect the interests and secure the rights of said Indians; and the Attomey General 
is hereby authorized to make such investigation and to bring such action, if any, as 
the investigation may disclose to be necessary. 

Présent: Senators Clapp (acting chainnan), McCumber, LaFoUette, 
Curtis, Dixon, and Page; also, Hon. Walter L. Fisher, Secretary of 
the Interior, and Mr. Holcombe, of the Interior Department. 

The Acting Chairman. I believe when we adjourned on Thursday, 
it was understood that Mrs. Gray would bring some papers to the 
Committee, was it not, or the Secretary of the Interior î 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The Acting Chairman. Mr. Secretary, you may proceed. 

STATEMENT OF MBS. HELEN PIEBCE GRAY— Besnmed. 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray, when did Mr. Reynolds leave the 
Indian service; do you know âbôut what timeî 

Mrs. Gray. I do not; no, sir. Not accurately. 

Secretary Fisher. About when ? 

Mrs. Gray. After Mr. Holcombe made his report. 

Secretary Fisher. I mean how many years ago ? 

Mrs. Gray. Probably two. 

Secretary Fisher. Now thèse matters that you hâve alleged with 
regard to him, do you think that, so far as they are concerned, any 
useful purpose would be subserved by investigating them now ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. Di cidedly. He is living on the réservation 
as a country gentleman with his automobile and his horses on land 
that he acquired while he was agent. He is also receiver for the sav- 
îngs bank that was looted and broken m order to carry through this 
lobbying and buying of juries, 

Secretary Fisher. Those are pretty broad statements. 

Mrs. Gray. You hâve asked me for a spécifie statemont, and I am 
tryiiig to give it to you spocifically. 

8 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4 CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 

Secretarv Fisher. Is that what you understand to be a spécifie 
statement s 

Mrs. Gray. Would not you ? 

Secretary Fisher. No; I would not. Let us inquire a little into 
it 

Mrs. Gray. You understand, Mr. Secretary, that I am not a lawyer, 
and it is impossible for me to put the things in the form that lawyers 
will want tnem in. 

Secretary Fisher. I do not care anything about that, Mrs. Gray. 
Ail that I want is something that a layman can understand — that is, a 
spécifie charge or a spécifie îact; something we can go into. I do not 
care in what form it is, whether it is lawyerlike, or anything élse. 
Ail I want is to get something in order to know what the particular 
thing is that you complain of . 

Afrs. Gray. Spécifie or not spécifie I know what I hâve in mind, 
and will try to put it in such way that you will be able to fully under- 
stand it. 

Secretary Fisher. You referred the other day to a report made by 
Mr. Monroe ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Mr. Monroe was employed, as I understand it, 
by Mr. Valentine shortly after he became commissioner, foUowing 
some tentative arrangement made by Mr. Leupp with Mr. Monroe 
while Mr. Leupp was commissioner ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes; I think so. 

Secretary Fisher. And .that arrangement was that Mr. Monroe was 
to go out there as 

Mrs. Gray. An expert. 

Secretary Fisher. As a man going on the réservation to get em- 
ployment and no one was to know he was investigating anything, and 
to quietly gather information as to the quantity of sheep and cattle 
and other matters that might come up in that connection, and by an 
entirely confidential and detective-like method was to see what he 
could ascertain. That work was under the direct control of Hol- 
combe ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. 

Secretary Fisher. Mr. Holcombe went out subsequently with Mr. 
Monroe and with Mr. Sniffin, of the Indian Rights Association, and 
conducted a séries of extended hearings ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. 

Secretary Fisher. I think that whole matter was stenographically 
reported, Mr. Sniffin, of the Indian Rights Association, acting as thé 
reporter or stenographer for a portion, at least, of those hearings ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. 

Secretary Fisher. And the gênerai resuit was that Mr. Holcombe 
was of the opinion that the charges against Mr. Reynolds had not 
been sustained in that, in some respects at least, Mr. Sniffin disagreed 
with him ? 

Mrs. Gray. In the end he agreed with him. 

Secretary Fisher. With Mr. Holcombe ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes; I think he agreed that the matter was closed. 

Secretary Fisher. And thereupon some time afterwards Mr. Rey- 
nolds retired from the service ? 

Mrs. Gray. And is still living on the réservation. 
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Secretary Fisher. But, as you say, is still living there on the land 
which he owns. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. 

Secretary Fisher. Now, so far as those old màtters are con- 
cerned, would it not seem to you that the usefulness of an investiga- 
tion of those old matters had ended ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; decidedly not. 

Secretary Fisher. The committee then understands what you 
think about that ? 

Mrs. Gray. That is spécifie ? 

Secretary Fisher. On, yes; that is a spécifie answer to my question. 
Now, as to any new matters, we might say as to anythmg Mr. 
Reynolds is now doing or has donc since he retired from the service 
in the way of interfermg with the Indians or attempting to control 
their action, hâve you any information ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes; very much. 

Secretary Fisher. What is that information? Hâve you ever 
stated it bef ore any committee ? 

Mrs. Gray. The matter came up before Mr. Graham's committee 
and I was not permitted to testify; I was not permitted in any way 
to give any évidence. 

Secretary Fisher. Who prevented you ? 

Mrs. Gray. Perhaps it would be better to take that up with some 
member of the committee. 

Secretary Fisher. We are taking it up now, as I understand it. 

Mrs. Gray. There are things, of course, that would not be well 
to be brought in hère in that way. I am willing to state ail the things 
that I know. I will say that Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Hathorn and 
Mr. Dalby appeared as witnesses before the Graham committee and 
said that eveiything was ail right — they had been fuUy exonerated 
by this committee — and that the charges I had made were not true; 
there was nothing in them. It occurred just at the time the Two 
Leggings Ditch was under considération in your office. Mr. Hathorn 
is one of the attorneys for the ditch company. Mr. Reynolds is 
supposed to hâve an interest. Certainly Mr. Dalby has an interest; 
he represents the chief grafters who hâve acquired that land. This^ 
matter was put through Mr. Graham's committee, just at the time 
I was attacked on the floor, through a combination of Mr. Graham 
and Mr. Mann, and just at that time the matter was concluded as to 
the Two Leçgings Ditch. The whole business was approved in your 
office. It aîl came at one time. It was impossible that there could 
be no connection between the entire matter. 

Secretary Fisher. Can we not get back now to my question? 
You say this matter of Mr. Reynolds^s behavior since he left the 
service was involved and was investigated before Mr. Graham^s com- 
mittee, but for some reason or other 

Mrs. Gray. No; I did not say that. 

Secretary Fisher. Let us get that clear. Has the matter of Mr. 
Reynolds' conduct since his séparation from the service been investi- 
gated or inquired into by any congressional committee ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; it was ordered by the House to be donc. The 
appropriation was made and Mr. Graham was expected to investigate 
the whole réservation but failed to do so. 

Secretary Fisher. Why did he f ail to do it, do you know ? 
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Mrs. Gray. I do not know. 

Secretary Fisher. Were you at that time acting on behalf of the 
Démocratie committee ? 

Mrs. Gray. I was, and also with the Department of Justice. 

Secretary Fisher. Did you offer to présent thèse matters before 
Mr. Graham's committee ? 

Mrs. Gray. I did. 

Secretary Fisher. To whom did you make the offer? 

Mrs. Gray. To himself. 

Secretary Fisher. What did he say ? 

Mrs. Gray. Do you think, Mr. Chairman 

The Acting Chairman. I think, Mr. Secretary, that in view of 
the relations of the two Houses of Congress, if a committee oï either 
House should undertake to go into the acts of another committee it 
would be something that would be a matter of very great importance, 
and it does not strike the chairman, at least, that what the committee 
said, or any member of the committee said, to Mrs. Gray is sufficientlj" 
material to warrant the Senate committee in bringing before it in this 
manner the action of the House committee. I do not faiow how my 
colleagues feel about it. 

Mrs. Gray. I am going to su^gest that if he wants to ço into that, 
that Mr. Graham shall answer mm. I certainly do not wish to do so. 

Secretary Fisher. The purpjose, Mr. Chairman, of the inquiry, as 
I make it, is simply to /tscertain how far thèse various matters nave 
been inquired into already, and by whom, and why, if at ail, the 
inquiry that has thus far been conaucted has not exhausted the sub- 
ject. That is the only purpose of it. 

The Acting Chairman. It would be perfectly compétent for us to 
ascertain — which, of course, could be done from the records — how far 
the House committee had gone into this matter; but as to what rea- 
son any member had, or as to any conversation any member had 
with Mrs. Gray in référence to her testifying there seems to me rather 
improper, Of course, I will leave it to my colleagues, but that is my 
view of it. 

Senator McCumber. Mr. Graham was the chairman of the con- 
gressional committee that investigated it, and Mrs. Gray testifies 
that he would not authorize her to give testimony. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes; I hâve one letter that I am perfectly willing to 
insert in the records on that subject, if it is requested. 

Senator McCumber. It would seem to me quite proper, without 
going into détails, to see what reason he had for not aUowing her to 
testîiy. It would seem to me 

Senator La Follette. My view of it is this: She did not testify. 
She has hère made spécifie charges. Now I would like to see tms 
inquiry directed to those charges. 

Mrs. Gray. I fuUy agrée with Senator La Follette. I did not 
come hère to answer for my life or anything else but make spécifie 
charges. 

Senator La Follette. She did not testify. That committee did 
not take it up it appears. 

Mrs, Gray. They did take it up, and I hâve the records hère of 
what they did. I would be glad, if required, to eut out from the 
record ail référence to this Crow matter and how it was handled over 
there and put in Mr. Graham's letter to me. But further than that 
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it seems to me he should be called, or at least should be présent bef ore 
this committee. 

Secretary Fisher. I do not want in any way to inject my view 
before the committee. As I said the other day, I appeared hère 
simply at the request of this committee, but as I understand it one 
of Mrs. Gray's chief complaints is that for some reason or other she 
had not been allowed to bring this matter ont; that she has been 
interfered with at ail stages of the game. 

Mrs. Gray. Hâve you never in any way interfered 

The Chairman. One moment, Mrs. Gray. Let us hâve this matter 
considered formally and in order. 

Secretary Fisher. When we inquire into it we find that there is a 
good deal of contradiction of that. We find that thestatements 
made by Mrs. Gray — ^if you will pardon me for saying it — require a 
good deal of explanation; they are conflicting. It is like the state- 
ment as to whether she was or was not representing the lîouse com- 
mittee. We find her writing a letter saymg that she was employed 
bv the House committee; we nnd her explanation that she was em- 
ployed by the Démocratie campaign committee; but what she meant 
was — as she now says — that she was acting for the House committee 
because of the fact that somebody else had employed her to bring 
thèse matters before that committee. Of course, the letter was 
written under circumstances where, it is quite apparent, the purpose 
was to establish for herself some sort of business connection with this 
matter. The. explanation does not fuUy satisfy me; it may satisfy 
the cdïnmittee, and I may be wrong about it. I hâve no prédispo- 
sition and no prédilections against Mrs. Gray's story, however. just 
looking at it from the outside. 

Senator Page. If we had that letter to which she refers before us, 
would not that open the way ? 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray has said that the Graham committee 
went into the Crow matter to a certain extent. A little while ago the 
statement was that they went into it, but she was not aHowed to 
testify. Now she corrected that, as I undertsood her, and said they 
did not go into it at aH. Now she has just said there are certain por- 
tions of the Crow matter that went into the record that she is willing 
to eut out and call to the attention of this committee. It merely 
iUustrated 

The Acting Chairman. Yes, Mr. Secretary; but you are asking for 
conversations between her and the chairman of that committee. 

Secretary Fisher. Yes. 

The Acting Chairman. Now, her complaint, and the only com- 

Elaint, it seems to me, that we can entertain, is that the department 
as not acçorded a hearing to her complaint. Whether a committee 
of a coordinate brahch of the Government has is a matter that, it does 
not seem to me, we should try hère. 

Secretary Fisher. WeH, pardon me, Senator, I do not wish to push 
the matter. It is not of enough importance. But let us analyze that 
just a moment. Suppose she is correct in saying that the department 
ïn the past has not given her the full hearing or considération that it 
should, but that she had gone before a congressional committee, say, 

of the House or Senate and had fuHy presented the matter 

The Acting Chairman. She says she did not fully présent it. 
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Secretary Fisher. And that is the subject into which I am 
inmiiring. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Now, the extent to which it was pre- 
sented is the subject of inquiry, and that appears from the records 
of the House committee. 1 should certainly leel that it was improper 
for a House committee to proceed in this way to try a Senate com- 
mittee without any suggestion 

Secretary Fisher. There is no such suggestion. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Then there can be no object, at least no 
eflfect, in the proposition. 

Secretary Fisher. I suggest this — ^I thought it would be app-erent: 
Suppose the House committee had gone into the Crow matter and 
suppose Mrs. Gray had not been prevented in anv way from giving 
any information that was new at that time ? I had supposed that 
might hâve some bearing on this inquiry. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. That would be, Mr. Secretary, a déduc- 
tion from the record. 

Secretary Fisher. No; because the record would not show whether 
Mrs. Gray had been prevented or not. Mrs. Gray's explanation of 
the reason why she did not get the matter before the House com- 
mittee was that she was in some way prevented. We can not try 
that question, if you will pardon me, without ascertaining the f act 
that she was told or was not told. If it does not seem important to 
you, I confess it does not seem of sufïicient importance to me. I do 
not care enough about it. In other words, if this committee desires 
now, or at any time, to go into this matter de novo, as though it had 
not been heard, I am perfectly willing to hâve the entire matter 
presented hère. But in view of the fact that it has been investigated 
a number of times before, I am willing to suit my action to the view 
of this committee. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. The question of whether Mrs. Gray has 
been deprived of giving information to the House committee which 
was not in some other form received by the House will in the last 
analysis rest upon the fact whether she had other information from 
that which appears. Now, the conversation that led to the declina- 
tion to listen to her does seem to me to be a matter about which we 
should be veiy prudent in entering into. I will hear my coUeagues 
upon the subject. 

vSenator La Follette. I feel as though there never had been a 
thorough probing of the matters regarding the Crow Réservation 
before this committee. I know this committee spent some consid- 
érable time upon it, but my own feeling was that tne charges were of 
so serions a character and were surrounded and supported by facts 
enough, which were presented, to not only warrant but to compel a 
thorough investigation, and I would like, for one, to see this committee 
proceed with thèse charges without référence to any other investi- 
gation, and get to the bottom of it. 

Senator McCumber. I think we ail agrée that we want an investi- 
gation, but as to suggesting what particular form it should take, 
that is where we may diiTer a little. It seems, as Mrs. Gray says, 
that she was refused a hearing for no reason on earth that I can 
understand, and I think the statement that they had refused her 
would be information that would somewhat open up the matter so 
that we could investigate it in order to understand why. 
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The AcTiNG Chairman. That is not involved. 

Senator La Follette. We do not want to thrash that out whether 
she was denied the right, and on what she was denied the right, to 
testify. I do not think it concems us. 

Senator McCumber. There might be one single statement of hers 
that would give the reason, and that is ail we need go into at ail. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. The question is what the conversation 
was between her and Mr. Graham. 

Secretary Fisher. That illustrâtes 

Senator McCumber. Pardon me. The question, to my muid, is 
why the congressional committee appointed to investigate the matter 
should refuse to allow the witness to testify. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve my rights as well as anybody else hère, and 
when Secretary Fisher speaks, will you ask him to accord me due 
courtesy. I am not accustomed to having my word disputed. I do 
not like it. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. He does not dispute yoùr word. 

Mrs. Gray. The Secretary continually uses a reflection that is 
exceedingly annoying, and I wish he would refrain from doing it. 
I hâve my rights in this committee, and if this continues, if this 
nagging is allowed to continue, I will give up and not do anything 
more — if I can not corne before this committee without being nagged 
and feel that I am on the offensive. I am not hère to be nagged and 
I will not submit to it. 

Senator Curtis. I agrée with Senator La Folette that we should 
get ail the f acts regarding this matter regardless of what was donc by 
either of the committees. I hâve just come in and I do not know 
what the question is. I think the Secretary should be given full 
information so that he may know what his office is called upon to 
meet. He came into office after thèse things that are charged 
occurred, and he has a right to be informed about them so that he 
can call upon his subordinates for information. He also has the 
right to know what has been charged since he has been in office so 
that he may meet it, and as far as I am concerned, unless it is some 
Personal matter that Mrs. Gray feels she ought not to answer, I feel 
we ought to get ail the information possible. 

Mrs. Gray. I am perfcctly willing to give that, Senator Curtis, 
but as you may realize it.is not an easy matter for me to come hère 
and présent it. I want to présent it in the easiest way possible. 

Senator Curtis. I think the members of the committee, and the 
Secretary also, désire to get ail the facts in this matter. I know that 
that has been the indication from every member v\4th whom I hâve 
talked. 

Mrs. Gray. Permit me to say that I hâve nothing whatever to 
conceal as to what came up in the Graham committee. 

Senator Curtis. Do you object to telling the committee why you 
did not testify? 

Mrs. Gray. I stated to the committee that I had a letter from Mr. 
Graham which would show why I did not and that I was wiUing to 
publish that letter, but I am not willing to state conversations that I 
nave had with Mr. Graham because I would hâve no way of proving 
that, and I do not think it is a matter that should be brought up any 
more than I should be asked to give conversations that I hâve hacl 
with you or any other member of the committee. 
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Senator McCumber. If the letter states, that might be suflScient. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve said that I would be very glad to put that 
letter in évidence. In fact, there are two leiters. 

Senator Page. Let us hâve the letters. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve not the letters, but I will be very glad to put 
them in, and at the same time take up this matter of the attack that 
was made upon me in the Congressional Record. I will show you 
that that action was taken at a time that was vital, and that the 
House had ordered that action should be taken, and Mr. Graham 
was appointed by the House to make that investigation, to take that 
action, and to report to the House. He failed to do so and has never 
made a report on the subject. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. It seems, Mr. Secretarv, that you hâve 
asked a question which the witness feels she ougnt not to answer. 
The question now is whether the question shall be answered. In my 
judgment we ought to décide that one way or the other and then pro- 
ceed. I hâve announced my position very clearly. 

Senator Page. Let the reporter read the question. 

The reporter read as foUows: 

^'Secretary Fisher. Did you offer to présent thèse matters before 
Mr. Graham's committee? 

''Mrs. Gray. I did. 

'' Secret ary Fisher. To whom did you make the oflfer? 

'^Mrs. Gray. To himself. 

'' Secret ary Fisher. What did he say?'' 

The AcTiNG Chairman. The issue is presented whether this wit- 
ness shall testify to a conversation with Mr. Graham. 

Senator Curtis. That is one thing» The question only covers the 
one time, what he stated to her as to why she should not testify be- 
fore the committee. 

Secretary Fisher. When she ofïered to do so. That is ail. 

Senator Curtis. I think the question is proper. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Senator Page, what is your view ? 

Senator Page. As long as that seems to be the opinion of the com- 
mittee, I wiU join. 

The Acting Chairman. The vote is 3 to 2. You may answer the 
qestion. 

Mrs. Gray. Well, he said a number of things. It was the expecta- 
tion when that committee was formed, and I was employed to work 
with them, that the committee would particularly take up the mat- 
ters of the Crow Réservation because, as you know, thèse bills hâve 
been continually before Congress, and in order to kill thèse bills I 
hâve gone to very many of the Démocratie Members and Republican 
Members of the House, hoping that the bill — whatever was passed 
by the Senate — would be killed over there. I think at sometime it 
was understood it would be. For that reason as soon as the Demo- 
crats came into control over there they employed me because I had 
no means of doing this unless I were employed to présent the matter 
to Mr. Graham's committee, and the appropriations were made with 
the understanding that the Crow Réservation would be investi- 
gated with other matters. 

In the discussion of the matter in the beginning it was agreed that 
there was a very serious matter in Arizona, and as it was very small 
it would be better to take up the Arizona matter first, and I agreed 
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to that. When we took this matter up, it was found that there was 
an unquestionable and an undoubted connection between Arizona 
and Montana, and the matter became so large that the committee 
was astounded when they contemplated what they were unravel- 
ing — so much so that when the subcommittee went to Arizona they 
were not to make a real report but they expect simply to make a 
statement of what they found and it was to be further investigated. 

Although they hâve been investigating for a year I hâve been con- 
tinualljr working with the members ofthe committee on this matter, 
and it is ahnost itnpossible for me to answer that question and to 
give that reason. The day that this came up, particularly, was at 
the last hearing on the White Earth Réservation, which had just 
closed. Mr. George, of the committee, and Judge Burch and myself 
were together, and I asked why Mr. Dalby was continually about the 
committee, and why Mr. Reynolds was there, and whv Mr. Reynolds 
and Mr. Hathom were under subpœna as witnesses before the Gra- 
ham committee. Mr. George said, ^'We do not know.'^ Then we 
discussed the matter a little while, and Judge Burch told Mr. George 
of the things that had occurred in the réservation, which he knew as 
a matter of fact by those papers he had had over there. Mr. Valen- 
tine and Mr. Graham then came in, and the four of us were ther^, and 
Judge Burch told him that he had examined far enough into this mat- 
ter to be perfectly certain that it was very important that I be per- 
mitted to give in évidence to the committee — Mr. Graham's com- 
mittee — a statement that I had already prepared based upon the 
papers that I was arrested for having taken last summer. Those 
papers were then over in the Department of Justice. 

I had been workiug on it and had it in order. He said to him that 
it would be better to let me come first; Mr. George said so and Mr. 
Graham said so too, and after we had had a discussion for quite 
some time we ail went to lunch and everything seemed settled that 
I was to appear before the committee before Mr. Easby-Smith or 
Mr. Dalby or anybody else came iu, because then it was felt that it 
would be useless to call them. 

Now, that, in substance, is what occurred. I can not say just 
what he said or what I said, or what somebody else said, but that 
was in substance what occurred. I was astounded to go to the 
Capitol after Mr. Graham had made that agreement, and find that 
they were holding a hearing of which I had not been notified, and 
that Mr. Dalby and Mr. Easby-Smith — ^Mr. Dalby is a partner of 
Mr. Easby-Smith — were presenting matters to Mr. Graham's com- 
mittee. I called Mr. Graham out and asked if that was a hearing on 
the Crow Réservation, and if it was I would like to be called. He 
told me that he was determined to get to the bottom of the matter. 
I told him that I did not understand what he was doing, but that I 
was ready at any time he wanted to call me, and I had the statements 
which were very important for him to get before the committee on 
the Crow Réservation matter. I went home and wrote to Mr. 
Graham to that effect. I hâve a copy of that letter which I will 
submit and put in as évidence. Mr. Graham replied that I could 
présent the matter to him personally, and he would décide whether 
it was a matter the committee wanted to take up or whether they did 
not. 
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Some time before he replied I went to see him again. The thing 
was monstrous. They were putting through such unspeakable 
frauds, and the thing was so abominable, that it seemed /ireadful to 
let it go on without being able to do anything at ail. I was unable 
to accomplish anything, and Mr. Dalby, who had been discredited 
hère, seemed to oe entirely in favor over there. They made the 
investigation. It was made in about one moming, or two momings 
of hearings, I think, and they said there was nothmg to the charges. 
It was just at the time, as I say, when Mr. Mann made the attack 
upon me, and Mr. Graham made the attack upon me, through an 
amdavit that was supposed to hâve been found in the Indian Office, 
and had been in some way put into Mr. Mann's hands. Mr. Graham 
expressed great surprise at the affidavit; he evidentlv had never 
heard of it before, and y et that affidavit he knew ail about. It 
was written by the attorney for his committee, Mr. Easby-Smith, 
in connection with Mr. DalW, and had been put on file absolutely 
irregularly in the Indian Office, and Mr. Mann had been furnished 
with a garbled statement, totally false, by the Indian Office, evidentlv 
from the records, in connection with me. The thing was false frona 
beginning to end, but it happened just before the Baltimore con- 
vention, and I was very anxious that Mr. Clark should hâve the 
nomination, and I felt that it was aimed more at him than me, 
because it was well known that the Démocratie Members of the 
House were wanting that investigation, and that they believed in me, 
and in fact they were ail for the investigation. 

So I did not reply at that time, but mv understanding and expec- 
tation was that the matter would be taken up, and I think it has 
been. Then, at that time, I came over to this committee and this 
resolution was introduced, with the very great hope that the real 
evil would not be put through; that we could hâve thèse hearings 
at the end of last session, and the matter would be carried on during 
the recess. I failed in that, and, as you know, it was the end of 
the session, and it could not very well be taken up. Now, that is the 
history of the matter as concisely and as specffically as I know how 
to ^ive it. 

Secretary FiSHER. Did you, in fact, présent to the chairman of the 
committee at any time any matters whicH he said he would be glad to 
go over with you ? 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve discussed Crow matters and Indian matters 
with Mr. Graham for hours and hours. We hâve had unending con- 
férences over it. 

Secretary Fisher. Let us go back a little. When you got this 
letter from Mr. Graham saying he would take up thèse matters with 
you and would présent to the committee such as he thought had a 
bearing on it, did you présent matters to him bearing on it ? 

Mrs. Gray. No; I did not; the committee had already met. The 
hearing had already been finished in the Graham committee. The 
matter had been carried out. In fact, at the time I was not working 
with Mr. Graham, but other members of the committee, and on the 
condition that I was to be protected from Mr. Graham, and I did not 
think it was worth while gomg on with the matter, and it was decided 
that it was not. The harm had been done, and it was decided that 
the change had been made and we would hâve to look elsewhera. 
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Secretary Fisher. Then it is not quite accurate to say, is it, that 
you were prevented from presenting thèse matters ? 

Mrs. Gray. It is perfectly accurate, I think. 

Secretary Fisher. Is this not correct really — but what you mean 
is because the conditions had arisen, you yourself came to tne conclu- 
sion that it was not wise to présent thèse matters to Mr. Graham ? 

Mrs. Gray. Not at ail. Ihave been at ail times ready to présent 
them. In fact, I was in the committee room when Mr. Dalby was 
testifying and was ready to be called, and wishing to be called, and I 
hâve at ail times been ready to be called. 

Secretary Fisher. Hâve you ever formulated any spécifie corn- 
plaints of the conduct of Mr. Reynolds since his séparation from the 
service ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; I did, however, make a very desperate attempt 
to put before you and before the Interior Department the conditions 
on the Crow Réservation with regard to leaseswhichwere about to be 
let, and I thought it would be a good idea to print the hearings to 
show just what I did get through, and what attempts I did make 
and the blocks that were invariably put before me by the Interior 
Department. I thought it would be a very good idea to print that 
hearing, but the resuit of the hearing was, the report said, that 
although I had made the statement before those who had been 
responsible for the conditions of which I complained, that if the 
Crow Réservation were investigated along the Unes I hâve suggested 
it would involve about ail the Indian Bureau and the Interior Depart- 
ment — nevertheless they reported that it was imperative that an 
investigation should be made. I think that investigation was made, 
was it not ? 

Secretary Fisher. I can not identify it by the description you 
give me. 

Mrs. Gray. I know you are not informed in thèse matters; I fuUy 
appreciate that, Secretary Fisher. 

Secretary Fisher. I hâve made a great effort 

Mrs. GçAY. The matter went on for more than a year in your 
department and was shut off at your order, and when we were in 
your office I think you said you had made the investigation, but the 
matter was so confidential that I, particularly, was not to see the 
report — the report made by Mr. Norris. Is not that so ? 

Secretary Fisher. No; that is not correct, Mrs. Gray. The fact 
of the matter — id it is important to the committee — is that I hâve 
made the greatest effort to ascertain what particular fact or facts 
or what particular charge or charges which you might make would 
be susceptible of investigation so that I coula investigate them, and, 
as you see, the difficulty has been that always I hâve had an invita- 
tion from you to investigate the his tory of tne Indian Bureau. 

Mrs. Gray. But I do not see how it is possible to do otherwise. 

Secretary Fisher. We switch from one thing to another with the 

f;reatest facility, and we never seem to get anything spécifie. Now, 
or instance, just as I hâve been saying, I want to find out the facts. 
As I understand you, you hâve never formulated any statement of 
such things as you think were improper in Mr. Reynolds's conduct 
since his séparation from the service. Do vou think vou could do 
that? 
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Mrs. Gray. Do you think I should be called upon to go to that 
great labor in something that I am not interested in ? I am wishing 
to get down to the real things on the Crow Réservation and as for 
my working with Mr. Fisher, I hâve tried very hard to do that. I 
was countinç up, after you said I had ne ver given any information, 
22 times.in the last seven years when I had made the greatest kind of 
an effort to work with the department. I hâve ne ver done so, but I 
hâve found that they would get information which they would use as 
a club against me, and anyone who in any way, shape, or manner, 
gave any information that criticized the department. I counted up 
22 times in which that has occurred, and I do not feel it is of any 
use. In fact, I should absolutely décline to go on with any authority 
on that sort of thing. If this committee désires to know what I hâve 
charged respecting the Crow Indian Réservation, I am hère to give it, 
but as to making any detailed statement as to Mr. Reynolds, I 
am not. I hâve no stenographer, and I am not in a position to give 
further time to this matter. I am hère to make spécifie charges 
respecting the conditions on Crow Réservation, as they hâve been, 
and as they are. 

Senator La Follette. May I inquire when Mr. Reynolds was 
separated f rom the service ? 

Mrs. Gray. I beg pardon. 

Senator La Follette. I want to inquire when Mr. Reynolds was 
separated from the service. 

Mrs. Gray. I know very little about it. You will find, if you look 
at thèse investigations that hâve been made, that they hâve been 
invariably made in such way that I know nothing of them. They 
hâve taken my charges and made the investigations behind my back. 
I hâve never been permitted to be présent. 

Senator La Follette. Do you know why he was separated from 
the service ? 

Secretary Fisiier. He was not separated from the service. 

Senator La Follette. Well, he separated himself. 

Mrs. Gray. He was absolutely exonerated for everything. 

Secretary Fisher. We went through this statement a year ago. 
As I understand it, Mrs. Gray made this statement to rresident 
Roosevelt. She says that he told her that he wanted to hâve it 
looked in to. He did not give her any written authority; she got no 
written authority of any kind from the Président or Secretary 
Garfield. 

Senator La Follette. She testified the other day that she did 
get written authority from Mr. Leupp to return to the Crow Réser- 
vation. 

Secretary Fisher. I do not recall that. 

Senator CuRTis. Yes; and she had a telegram that Dalby would 
meet her on the réservation. 

Mrs. Gray. Secretary Fisher is technically telling the truth, but 
not literally. I was given oral instructions by Président Roosevelt 
to go and make the investigation. I trusted him and did not think 
written directions were necessary. I found that I was càught in a 
trap of the most contemptible kind that it is possible to conceive. 

Secretary Fisher. Without indulging in any adjectives 

The AcTiNG CiiAiRMAN. One moment, Mr. Secretary. Does not 
Mr. Holcombe know when Mr. Reynolds left the service ? 
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Secretary Fisher. Oh, y es. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. That is the question Senator La Follette 
asked. 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray said he left two years ago. 

Mr. HoLCOMBE. It was about July 1, 1910. 

Senator La Follette. Didheresign? 

Mr. HoLCOMBE. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. You see, ?Jrs. Gray went out to make this 
investigation, and this mix-up occurred. I do not wish to charac- 
terize it one way or the other, as to who was at fault. Ihis Mr. 
Snifïin, of the Indian Rights Association, thereupon took the malter 
up and made some spécifie charges, which were susceptible of inves- 
tigation. 

Mrs. Gray. They were the identical charges word for word with . 
mine. 

Secretary Fisher. Very well, Ûiej were. He took this man Mon- 
rore and made a thorough investigation. They had a séries of public 
hearings — I think they were public ? 

Mr. HoLCOMBE. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. At which Mr. Sniffin was présent at a part, at 
least, of the hearings as the reporter of the heanngs so as to make it 
impartial, and, in fact, he was the man who was responsible for pre- 
paring thèse charges 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; I beg your pardon. 

Secretary Fisher. Let us say at the suggestion of Mrs. Gray. 

Mrs. Gray. Not at my suggestion. I beg your pardon. 

Secretary Fisher. It seems impossible for me to state it accurately. 

Mrs. Gray. I want the spécifie facts. 

Secretary Fisher. Mr. Sniffin did make the charges, and they were 
investigated. 

Mrs. Gray. In a manner. 

Secretary Fisher. And when they got ail through, Mr. Holcombe 
was of the opinion that they had not been sustained as against Mr. 
Reynolds. Mr. Sniflin, in part at least, did not agrée with him. 
Mrs. Gray says that subsequently he did agrée with him. At ail 
events the resuit was that tney came to a conclusion that there was 
nothing to justify the discharge of Mr. Reynolds at that time, and 
so the record stood. Subsequently, Mr. Reynolds separated himself 
from the service by résignation; that is, I présume, ne had been ex- 
onerated, and, like in a good many other cases, I suppose he felt he 
was no longer under fire, and he resigned. I do notknow the reason 
for his résignation. That was in July, you think, Mr. Holcombe? 

Mr. Holcombe. 1910; yes. 

Secretary; Fisher. So ail thèse matters that I hâve spoken of 
were investigated in that way, and if Mrs. Gray is correct Mr. Sniffin, 
of the Indian Rights Association, who had preferred thèse spécifie 
charges and who nad been on the investigation, finally came to the 
conclusion that no useful purpose, at ail events, would be subserved 
by going further into thèse matters. Now, Mr. Reynolds owned 
certain property and is still living on it near the réservation. 

Mrs. Gray. He is on réservation land acquired while he was agent. 

Secretary Fisher. It is land within the limits, I suppose of the 
réservation. What I want to get now is whether or not there was 
anything in Mr. Reynolds's conduct, or has been anything since he 
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left the service, that can be criticized, and if so, to know specifically 
what it is. I do not care anything about the manner in which Mrs. 
Gray présents them, nor, in fact, if the committee is prepared to 
ask Mrs. Gray to make such statement as she thinks is worthv of 
investigation, I do not care how we get it. If we can get something 
spécifie, we can give you the information upon it. 

Senator La Follette. I heard Mrs. Gray^s statement read yes- 
terday, and I do not recall that there was anything in that statement 
about Mr. Reynolds — any complaint of his conduct since he left the 
service. 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; I would like to get down to the fundamental 
crookedness of this matter. 

Senator La Follette. It just occurred to me that we will hâve to 
adjourn our hearing pretty soon, and we might at this second session 
get down to some of the spécifie points, it seems to me there are 
some charges made hère that would justify an investigation. I do 
not mean, Mr. Secretary, to curtail you or limit you in your exami- 
nation. 

Secretary Fisher. I take no offense at your suggestion. If you 
will kindly indicate to me what you think is spécifie in this, or what 
you think we ought to investigate, that will suit me as well. 

Senator McCumber. May I hère, Mr. Chairman, call the Secre- 
tary 's attention to something that probably could be made spécifie ? 

Secetary Fisher. Yes; I would oe glad to hâve you do so. 

Senator McCumber. On page 6 of our record, in speaking of the 
leases, Mrs. Gray says: 

Later they wanted to know more about this lease, but explained to me for the first 
ti^ae that the agent had threatened to arreet them if they talted to me any more about 
thig business. 

Now, there is one spécifie fact of the agent threatening to arrest 
the Indians if they even talked to her about the lands. 1 think we 
could make it more spécifie by stating what Indians, and what was 
said. That would be more definite. 

Senator Curtis. There is another one. Mrs. Gray claimed in her 
statements — and I am stating it from recollection — that the contract 
with two attorneySy whose names she did not give, were approved 
after her statement had been made to your ofiice, Afr. Secretary; 
that those attorneys had secured their contracts by getting the In- 
dians who represented the tribe drunk. That is susceptible of in- 
vestigation, it seems to me. 

Senator McCumber. Let me give one or two more. 

Senator Curtis. I think Mrs. Gray ought to give the names of 
those attorneys. 

Mrs. Gray. I shaU be very glad to. Kappler & Merillat. 

Senator Curtis. So that could be investigated. 

Mrs. Gray. I took that matter up personally with Secretary 
Fisher, as you will remember, and went back three times over the 
matter, and I think if we can hâve the record of the letting of the 
Omaha contract to Kappler & Merillat, and the council proceedings, 
it will show the Department of the Interior is forcing dishonorable 
conditions upon the Indians. It is one of the meanest things, the 
statement that was made to the Indians. I would hke to hâve the 
council proceedings and the action that was taken presented and 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 17 

the way the matter was handled. It is very important that I get that 
entire file. 

Senator McCumber. I would like to' finish my statement, as I hâve 
to leave the committee. Again on page 6, that ^'allotments hàd been 
made to Indians who had been dead for générations, and that the 
land so allotted has been sold.'' 

There is another clear-cut proposition. I think if Mrs. Gray could 

fjive you information as to who the Indians were, of course it would 
lelp a great deal. 
Secretary Fisher. How could we do it without ? 
Senator McCumber. I say probablv she can. 
Mrs. Gray. I can do that specifically, so that t.hey may answer it. 
Senator McCumber. Also on page 6 : 

That there was such intimidation they believed that that night would be the only 
opportunity to discuss thèse matters. They were willing to sufier, but their children 
in the Government school had been tortured to bring the fathers to terms. 

That is a straight déclaration. Now, if Mrs. Gray will state what 
children were tortured, and who tortured them, it would help the 
Secretary in his investigation. 

On the same page, speaking of this agent : 

In the moming I was arrested by Agent Reynolds. He refused to tell me what I 
was arrested for; refused to let me communicate with anybody off the réservation. I 
was taken to Billings. 

That is rather spécifie. 

The agent told the Indians that I had been bought off. A number of them then 
started to Washington to carry out the plan. They were arrested and thrown into jail 
at Sheridan. 

That is a spécifie charge. 

I sent for the agent and told him that unless he released them I would telegraph the 
men's story ail over the United States. 

Now, who was arrested, and what they were arrested for, I think 
could be made spécifie. I now turn to page 9, at the top of the page: 

When I changed trains at Billings I was arrested while buying my ticket to New 
York, on charge of returning to the réservation after I had been put ofî. I was taken 
to the station. 

Now it seems to me the proper thing to investigate is why this 
woman was arrested when she was going to New York. 

Mrs. Gray. Mr. Dalby arrested me, and he is présent, and I would 
like to hâve him make the statement. 

Senator McCumber. That seems to me spécifie enough, if you can 
assist them in giving the facts. I can go over her whole statement 
and pick out a number of cases in which it seems to me she ought to 
be a little more spécifie as to where and when, and should also .give 
names. 

Senator Curtis. There seems to be a serions charge on page 10, as 
folio ws : 

This Vi what I found: Allotments originally made, which had been for years enjoyed 
ànd uî>on which some cultivation had been made in each instance, and in many 
instances where the Indian owners had died and left heirs, were summarily and 
fiuudulently canceled. The Indians were pjersuaded or driven from them if living, 
and if dead the allotments switched to their heirs on lands in a différent locality, 

grovided such heirs agreed in advance to sell to iuterested parties; but if the légal 
eirs were un willing to sell, bogus heirs were substituted for the real ones. 
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That seems to me a pretty serious charge. May I call attention to 
one other while I am at it? It is a matter that nas bcen brought to 
my attention by other parties than Mrs. Gray, and that is the irriga- 
tion question. 

I read as foUows from page 13 of the record: 

On Crow there are two large rivers, the Big Hom and the Little Big Hom. There 
are also smaller streams, Soap Creek, Warm Springs, Lodge Grass, rase Creek, and 
Prjror Creek. The land lying under thèse streams is mostly flat and can be irrigated 
easily without dams by mère diversion ditches. The Indians complain bitterly that 
private ditches are taken out by white men without authority. In particular this 
ifl true of the Two Leggings ditch and the Pas» Creek ditch. rrior to the year 1909 
certain white men who had no authority to do so and could not obtain it properly 
took their chances and built a ditch 34 miles long, 50 feet wide, from the Big Hom 
Biver right across the allotted Indians* land, that would water the land through which 
it passed on the diminished réservation. 

I think that is a spécifie charge, and, as I say, that complaint has 
been made to me as a member of this committee by other parties 
than Mrs. Gray. 

The AcTiNG Chairmax. In that connection, in behalf of Senator 
Stone, I désire to submit a request that Mrs. Gray take into consid- 
ération. I am referring to page 11 of the record, where it is stated 
that '^ there are papers existent, some of which I hâve, that wUl 
demonstrate the lalsity of the newly manufactured roU,^' etc. Sen- 
ator Stone asked that the papers be produced, and at his request, 
I also call attention to page 14, where it states that: 

The intimidation (of the Indians) is exercised in différent ways. One hae been 
by calling out soldiers and shooting the Indians or arresting them. 

Senator Stone asks that you mako a spécifie statement as to what 
Indians were shot and what Indians were arrested. 

And at his request, referring to the same page, where it is stated 
that the agent has power of life and death over the Indians, that that 
be made spécifie. 

I make thèse requests at the instance of Senator Stone. 

Senator Page. Let me ask you this, Mrs. Gray: Hâve you facts 
that will definitely substantiate the fact that thèse charges are 
true ? 

Mrs. Gray. I think as to every statement I hâve made hère I 
can either give you sùch record as will substantiate it, or so that it 
can be f ound, or give you the names of such witnesses as will establish 
them. I hâve gone over this matter very carefully, indeed, and hâve 
put in hère only such statements as I felt could be established beyond 
question. 

Senator La Follette. You were arrested by Mr. Dalby just as 
you were leaving 

Mrs. Gray. I was at the station. 

Senator La Follette. Or about to leave, upon the charge that 
you had been upon the réservation without authority ? 

Mrs. Gray. les, sir; without authority. 

Senator La Follette. I notice on page 7 you say while you were 
waiting in Chicago 

I also received a letter from Commissioner Leupp inclosing my authority to retum 
to the réservation and also a letter from Mr. Dalby explaining what he was doing to 
cause the delay. 

Mrs. Gray. And also Secretary Garfield. 
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Senator La Follette. Yes; also Secretary Garfield. Did you 
hâve atithority from Mr. Letipp ? 

Mrs. Gbay. Yes, sir; they were printed in this old record. 

Senator La Follette. You had better hâve that hère, Mrs. Gray. 
It may be of some importance. 

Mrs. Gray. You realize that when I was preparing thèse mattei-s 
I had taken from the Interior Department, as Mr. Fisher has said, 
with his knowledge and his consent, certain papers; in fact, he asked 
Mr. Valentine to rive me the desk in Mr. Abbott's office, and I did 
occupy that desk lor a number of months, working on différent mat- 
ters — ^not whoUy on the Crow matter, but we did take the Crow Réser- 
vation up — ana this matter was taken up not bef ore the Graham com- 
mittee, but at Mr. Valentine's personal request, and we got the papers 
over to the Department of Justice, and I nad everything prepared in 
such a way to présent to this committee at the end oi last session 
that I could hâve put the whole thing through in a day without any 
trouble. The hearing could not come up, and in the summer time I 
was arrested, and thèse papers hâve been seized; my most sacred 
private papers regarding the Indians hâve been seized, and I hâve very 
good reason to believe that they hâve been in use since to put the 
screws on the Indians. I hâve had to refuse giving the names of any 
Indians or any person who is connected with this matter, on account 
of the suffering that would ensue. 

Senator La Follette. Where were you arrested last summer ? 

Mrs. Gray. Hère in Washington. 

Senator La Follette. On what charge ? 

Mrs. Gray. On the charge of concealing the Crow rolls. I was 
arrested by order of Assistant Secretary Adams, and he could not 
but hâve known where those rolls were, and why they were where 
they were. It is impossible that he could not hâve laiown. After 
he found by the testimony of the Department of Justice attorneys 
that I was in no way whatsoever to be blamed at ail, he compelled 
them to hâve a secret hearing. He himself gave false stories to the 

fapers, and altogether it was one of the most abominable things. 
t proves the intimidation more than anything else could prove it, 
my treatment last sumnier. 

Thèse papers were seized and I hâve never been able to get my 
private papers back and some of the department papers hâve disap- 
peared. » I know we will never see them again. They were put over 
m the Department of Justice because Mr. Valentine feared that the 

gapers were being destroyed; that they were being removed from a 
le of papers, and when I wanted to use a certain paper I found that 
it was gone — that I shall be able to demonstrate as to certain letters 
and for that reason they were taken over there. 

I do not know whether I will be able to recover those papers and 
to produce them hère or not. That will be for the Department of the 
Interior to do. If the files can be returned hère I am willing to do 
anything I can to rearrange what I had arranged at this time, but 
you will understand that there are some of thèse things, as to the 
matter of the arrest and ail those things that it would be impossible 
for me to undertake. There is enough nere, however. Even if I do 
not prove ail I hâve, I can prove a very vast amount. 

Senator Page. Mr. Dalby is hère, is he not ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, siv. 
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Senator Page. Would you like to ask him to explain to the com- 
mittee now that particular charge which you hâve made ? 

Mrs. Gray. I shall be very gîad to; yes, sir; and also for him to 
give his reasons for arresting me. 

Senator Page. You may be very brief about it. I do not know 
that it will take much time. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I, personally, think that we should pro- 
ceed in order. 

Senator Page. That is simply a suggestion that occurred to me. I 
do not care to press it. 

Senator La Follette. Mr. Dalby is hère, where he can be reached 
at any time he is wanted. 

Senator Page. Is he to be hère ? 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I do not know. Mr. Dalby can answer 
for himself . 

Mr. Dalby. Mr. Chairman, I understood this was to be a public 
hearing, and I simply attended. I will be glad to answer any inquiries 
that may be made of me. 

Senator La Follette. Where do you live ? 

Mr. Dalby. I live hère in this city. 

Senator La Follette. And you are likely to be where you can be 
called as a witness at any time ? 

Mr. Dalby. Yes, sir. 

The AoTiNG Chairman. Mrs. Gray has made her statement hère, 
and the Secretary was asked if he cared to ask her any questions. 
He is proceeding to do so. I think we should conclude that feature 
first. 

Secretary Fisher. Now, Mr. Chairman, to take up this last sug- 
gestion, I would like to get a little idea as to what the committee 
would like. For instance, take this first one on page 6. " The first 
statement to which my attention has been directed is that Mrs. Gray 
says, referring to the Crow Indians: 

Later they wanted to know more about this lease, but explained to me for the 
iirst time that the agent had threatened to arreet them if they talked to me any more 
about this business. 

Now, Mrs. Gray, was that not included in the matter investigated 
by Mr. Holcombe and others ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. And at the inquiry which Mr. Sniffin attended ? 

Mrs. Gray. Mr. Sniffin helped him. 

Secretar/ Fisher. Now, would the committee like to hâve me make 
an investigation of that, or would you like to hâve me send up to you 
the records of the Holcombe investigation and then let me know 
whether you wish to go any further into it ? 

The Acting Chairman. Mr. Secretary, the resolution before the 
committee is to hâve ail thèse papers sent to the Department of Jus- 
tice. It is not for the committee to investigate this matter. Now, 
it seems to me that the relation of the Department of the Interior to 
the subject is to lay before the committee such matters as it cares to 
bearing upon the question of whether this committee should transfer 
this whole subject under the resolution to the Department of Justice. 

Secretary Fisher. And it is exactly upon that point that I asked 
the question, if you will pardon me. I attempted a httle while ago 
to ask Mrs. Gray about a number of thèse things, and the suggestion 
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was made by Senator La Follette that there were certain things which 
he thought this committee ought to go into, and accepting that, as it 
seemed to be the view of the committee, and as my attention has been 
directed to thèse things with the statement that the conmiittee wished 
to go into them, I now hâve directed the attention of the committee 
to the fact that this is one of the subjects which was investigated at 
this time, and that it relates to Mr. Èeynolds^s conduct, and that he 
is now out of the service, and I merely inquired — as I think very prop- 
erly — ^if the committee wishes to do anything more than hâve me send 
that report hère, or whether it wishes me to présent évidence upon the 
f acts themselves back of the report ? 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I assume that the committee desires both. 

Secretary Fisher. Would the committee like me to start both at 
the same time, or would the committee prefer me to furnish the report 
of Mr. Holcombe's investigation and then décide whether they wished 
to go further into it ? Let us look at it just for a moment. To inquire 
into that matter would be to ascertam who wanted to know more 
about the leases, what Indians; to ascertain what they stated to Mrs. 
Gray; first, to find out where they were and then what, if anything, 
they stated to her, and what in fact the agent had donc toward a 
threatened arrest, the agent being Mr.* Reynolds. 

Mrs. Gray. May I make a suggestion hère ? I thirik I can answer 
this if you will allow me. 

The ^CTiNG Chairman. Proceed, Mr. Secretary. 

Secretary Fisher. Thèse are the very matters that were inquired 
into by Mr. Holcombe, as I understand it. 

Mr.HoLCOMBE. That is one of them. 

Secretary Fisher. That is one of the matters; and he took the 
statements, as I assume, of the available witnesses on that subject, 
and those statements were stenographically reported ? 

Mr. Holcombe. Ail of them. 

Secretary Fisher. And are in the records of that investigation; 
and unless there is some suggestion that the statements so made were 
untrue, or that they did not correctly give the facts, it would seem 
to me, and I suggest it very respectfuUy , that no usef ul purpose would 
be subserved by spending Government moneys to reinquire on that 
point. 

Senator La Follette. May I interrupt you on that point 1 Was 
Mrs. Gray présent, and did she hâve an opportunity to présent ail 
the facts before Mr. Holcombe ? 

Mrs. Gray. Absolutely not. They are always behind my back, 
and I know nothing about them. It is always made exactly in this 
way. I never did hâve an opportunity of replying. They pile up 
everything on the face of the earth against me, but when I come to 
reply I ''can never make anything spécifie." 

Senator La Follette. May I ask another question? Did Mrs. 
Gray furnish to Mr. Holcombe the list of witnesses by whôm she 
proposed to sustain that charge, and did he take the testimony of ail 
of tnose witnesses ? 

Secretary Fisher. Pardon me, Senator. You see Mrs. Gray did 
not appear in the matter. 

Mrs. Gray. I was not given an opportunity to appear. 

Secretary Fisher. No; back of that Mr. SnifiSn made the charges. 

Mrs. Gray. But Mr. Sniffin is not Mrs. Gray. 
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Senator La Follette. And, as I understand, Mrs. Gray suggests 
that he got tlie information upon which he made the charges from 
her? 

Mrs. Gray. No; he adopted my suggestion. In other words, they 
would not permit me to investigate. 

Secretary Fisher. Then he did not cet it from you, but he took it — 
she having given this information, or it becoming known to him that 
she had it, he took it 

Mrs. Gray. Stole it. 

Secretary Fisher. And used the stolen information for the pur- 
pose of making thèse charges. They were investigated, and he went 
ont on the investigation. He represents this Indian Rights Associa- 
tion, which is an mdependent body interested in the welfare of the 
Indians. 

Now, Mr. Holcombe went along with him and heard ail the évidence 
that Mr. Sniffin had to présent, and let Mr. Snifiin act as the reporter, 
as I understand, during ail or a portion of those hearings, and Mrs, 
Gray did not appear in the matter. The statements of those Indians 
^ere taken and the whole matter was gone into. That is in the 
report. 

Now, my thought about it would be that if the information is pre- 
sented hère, the first question is, would any useful purpose be sub- 
served if we ascertained that the agent had threatened to arrest those 
people, that agent being Reynolds, now out of the service — well, in 
July, 1910, some two years and a half out of the service ? 

ïf the committee thinks it would, then the next question is how to 
inquire into it ? My thought would be that thèse Indians' statements 
should be presented hère before the committee and Mrs. Gray can look 
at them, and if she then can induce this committee to think that there 
is any reason to believe that the statements so reported were not 
correct statements of facts, as the Indians understand them, then we 
will send out to the réservation anybody the committee would wish. 
I hâve already told Mrs. Gray that we will pick out anybody in the 
service, who is in this branch of the work, that she thinks would be, 
prima facia, entitled to credence; she does not hâve to be bound by 
the final results — but anybocjy who will be likely to get the facts im- 
partially and effectively, we will send them out and will get the state- 
ments of the Indians, or we will get the Indians to corne on hère and 
make their statements to th« committee. It makes no différence 
to us. But we will adopt any suggestion that the committee desires, 
if after hearing what Mrs. Gray herself says on the this subject, they 
think it worthy of attention. 

Senator La Follette. Mrs. Gray, did you ever see the testimony 
that was tafcen by Mr. Holcombe ? Do you know wheth^ the ground 
was covered? 

Mrs. Gray. The ground was only very imperfectly covered. The 
Indians were under the strongest kind of intimidation while they were 
talking, and the évidence that we wanted to use before this committee 
and asking that it ail be sent to the Department of Justice, is the very 
évidence taken on this réservation. Those are the main parts of the 
papers I wanted to read over to show the falsitv of Mr. Holcombe's 
report — the admission he makes when he says that those dead allot- 
ments were put up and sold. Mr. Holcombe admits that the dead 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 23 

allotments were bunched over there. I am not going anything like 
as far as Secretary Fisher has offered. 

Senatôr La Follette. If the Secretary will produce thé Holcombe 
report at thi:s time 

Mrs. Gray. And ail the papers connected with it — the telegrams 
and ail. 

Senator La Follette. It will probably not be necessary to send 
f.or the witnesses. 

Mrs. Gray. Oh, I should déplore doing anything of the kind. 
There is sufficient hère to act upon instead of taking it up in détail, 
if we could do as Senator McCumber suggested and as the com- 
mittee has suggested. 

I want to présent thèse charges. I know what I am doing, and I 
know what I want to bring ou t. It would be far easier for me, and 
much better for the committee, if we could start out as I hâve pre- 
pared it, and say such and such a thing, and such and such thmgs 
will be found in such place, in one form. It is impossible for me to 
put it as Secretary Fisher is doing it. I can put it in in my own way, 
and I can cover what the committee wants, but to take thèse reports 
and say *^this Indian says that, and another Indian said that,'' it 
would take me four or iive years. I can not db it. 

I will put it in this form: I will show on the allotments, ''Old rolls 
hâve disappeared; dead allotments hâve been canceled.'' I would 
like to maKe that statement, and if Secretary Fisher can produce the 
évidence on it, let him do so. Do you not think that would be the 
better way ? I am jjresenting this matter, not Secretary Fisher. I 
can not folio w the things he suggests. He will bring up matters hère 
that I can not prove. I can not présent the case in his light. I hâve 
to présent it in my own way. 

Senator La Follette. But, to présent it, it is liecessary for you to 
hâve access to the reports of the testimony that has been taken, and 
the Secretary has expressed his entire willmgness to bring before the 
committee everything of that sort. 

Secretary Fisher, Mrs. Gray has already had it. When Mrs. 
Gray first came to me, as I hâve said, I was at fîrst impressed with 
what she said, that this was a pretty serions matter, and we talked it 
over, and I said — iust as you gentlemen are saying now — that it ought 
to be investigated. I said, ^'Let Mi-s. Gray hâve everything in the 
office; give her a rooin or a desk and let her hâve access to absolu tely 
ail the records in the Indian Office that hâve anything to do with this 
matter, and she can then make a spécifie statement so that I can hâve 
something to investigate,'' and she did. That was done. Mrs. Gray 
turned up iiext as an employée of the Démocratie committee before 
the Granam committee mvestigating expenditures in the Interior 
Department, and you hâve heard this morning the history of that 
connection. The trouble is, we never get any where, and I would like 
to get to some place. 

Let us be perfectly frank about it. There is not one place in the 
Government service where you can get stories of this kind with more 
absolute certainty at any moment of the day or night than you can 
in tlie Indian Office. TÏierc are 6,000 field employées in the Indian 
Service generally. In the field service alone 4,000 positions changed 
last year. The salaries paid are absurdly small. Thèse people hâve 
to handle a difficult ancl not attractive feind of work for very small 
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compensation, and under the greatest difïiculties and the greatest 
temptation. Thèse prizes of Indian property are immense. They 
run into the millions and millions of dollars— hundreds of millions-^, 
and always they are the gentlemen who wish to make contracts with 
the Indians, the women, because they are not alwavs gentlemen, and 
of course if we deny their request they are resentful and revengeful 
and they go out and talk. Always they are the people who are dis- 
charged from the service, the employées, who are investigated, as in 
this case. I suppose if Mr. Reynolds had been discharged he would 
hâve gone out and turned up with his story. 

The House committee went into a number of thèse aflfairs — for 
instance, the question of the dLscharge oî Mr. Farr, an agent of the 
Indian Office in Wisconsin. They heard one side of it. Mr. Easby- 
Smith, who had been Mr. Farr's attorney before the department and 
who represented Mr. Farr in a slander and libel suit, was appointed 
officiai attomev of the conmaittee. Naturally the story that was . 
told was one wïiich did not refiect crédit on^Commissioner Valentine, 
or the Indian service. 

Always you can hear thèse things; always the story is there. The 
only way we can get at the facts is to hâve thèse things made spécifie. 

Every transaction in the Indian Office in volves the ffranting or the 
refusai of something which means money to the Indians, either in 
the way of compensation for services or in the way of acquisition of 
property. And we should be busy; we could not do anything else; 
it would take three times the présent force in the Indian Office mereJy 
to investigate thèse matters if we were to investigate every rumor 
of irregularity. 

Any time anything looks as though it had someth'mg behind it, 
some truth in it, I try to get to the bottom of it. That is what I 
tried to do with Mrs. Gray. Ail I can say is, that I hâve not been 
able to get anything which would justify the reopening of thèse old 
matters. In this very thing, unless my attention could be directed 
to something which would justify the opening of this case — if we 
found that Mrs. Gray's statements were true — it would seem to me 
hardly profitable to open it. If we found that the agent, Reynolds, 
threatened to arrest tnese Indians 

Mrs. Gray. He did arrest them many times; he has donc it over 
and over again. Indians hâve been murdered in this matter, and 
you know it. You know the matters hâve been brought to vour 
attention, and you hâve done absolutely nothing in regard to tliem. 

Secretary Fisher. Oh, no, Mrs. Gray. 

Mrs. Gray. I know they hâve. 

Senator Dixon. Who was murdered ? 

Mrs. Gray. They murdered Alex. Upshaw. He was hère in Wash- 
ington. You will rcinembor the circums tances. He was brought 
hère with this délégation — this fraudulent délégation — and he was 
being used by Mr. Reynolds and by others makmg false statements 
about this Crow matter at the time they were seekmg to confii*m Mr. 
Dalby. 

At this time a number of the botter class of Indians were in Wash- 
ington, and they got Upshaw, who was a very décent Indian, but 
wno had been subject to this corrupting influence — they talked to 
him and told him it was a shame for him to be selling his people as 
he was. Mr. Upshaw told them that he was not going to lie aoout 
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Senator DixoN. Who murdered anybody ? 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Just let her finish, Senator Dixon. 

Senator Dixon. I asked her a spécifie question, as to who mur- 
dered anybody, but she goes oflf on this tangent. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. You will get it much quicker if you allow 
her to tell it in her own way. 

Mrs. Gray. I can only go about so far, and I hâve almost reached 
that point. Unless I may be permitted to make my statement 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Go on. 

Mrs. Gray. Father Ketcham told me afterwards that Upshaw 
made a statement to Reynolds in his présence, saying,/^! will tell no 
more lies about Mrs. Gray.'' He said the same tning to the Indians. 
He told them he wouldn^t lie about Mrs. Gray any more. 

The resuit was that Mr. Reynolds sent him bacÊ to Billings, to the 
Great Northern Hôtel, which is a property of the First National Bank 
at Billings. In a very short time Mr. Upshaw was dead. His head 
was crusned in. 

Senator Dixon. Let me correct you there, Mrs. Gray. 

Ikfrs. Gray. Just a minute. 

Senator Dixon. I am a member of this committee, and I want to 
correct a statement you hâve made. 

Senator La Follette. She has not completed her answer to the 
question that has been asked. 

Senator Dixon. I asked her who killed anybody. 

Senator La Follette. She has just got to the murdernow. She 
said that his head had been crushed in. 

Senator Dixon. No; she has not even mentioned it. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Yes she has. She said his head was 
crushed in. 

Mrs. Gray. He was taken back to Billings — drink was his besetting 
weakness — and Russell Whitebear, his cousin, wrote to Mr. Holcombe 
that unless some protection was thrown around Mr. Upshaw, some 
serions resuit would foUow. 

He was foUowed about, and finally something — nobody knows 
what — did occur. It was a very great mystery. He was put in a 
box and sent back to the réservation, with no investigation, and with 
orders that the cofïin should not be opened. It was opened, however, 
and the Indians wrote me that they wanted an investigation, and 
they wrote the department that they wanted an investigation, but 
no investigation has ever been m^^de. 

Cari Leiter also died in a most mysterious manner. He was stand- 
ing up against a haystack. He had been threatened if he told the 
truth. 

This is a very serions matter, Secretary Fisher. It is not a matter 
to smile at. 

Other Indians hâve been murdered also. Down in the Kickapoo 
matter there was a witness who was murdered 

Secretary Fisher. Is the évidence you can give in thèse other cases 
just as clear as in the one you hâve just described? 

The AoTiNG Chairman. I think, Mr. Secretary, if you will allow 
this lady to finish her statement, we will get along much faster. 

Secretary Fisher. I am perfectly willing. 

Senator Dixon. But she makes charges hère of Indians being mur- 
dered. I hâve asked her who they were. Who murdered who. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



26 CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 

Senator La Follette. She may not know. 

Senator Dixon. She makes certain positive statements hère. 

Senator La Follette. She is getting along fairly well. 

Senator Dixon. I want to loiow who. You say this Indian 
Upshaw was murdered in Billings ? 

Mrs. Gray. I said that he died under very suspicious circumstances, 
surrounded by very suspicious circumstances, nounded bjr very sus- 
picions people, to whom it was vitally important to get this man out 
of the way. 

Senator Dixon. And you say that Cari Leiter was murdered ? 

Mrs. Gray. He died under similar and suspicious circumstances. 

Senator Dixon. You said that he was murdered. 

Mrs. Gray. I said that he died under very suspicious circumstances, 
which would require a very careful investigation. If I was in your 

Îdace that investigation would be made, or somebody would answer 
or it. I would not omit this investigation in this matter. 

Senator Dixon. The trouble is that Mrs. Gray charges certain things 
that are utterly impossible. I know the conditions there, and she 
charges things that are utterly impossible. She now charges that the 
Great Northern Hôtel was ownea by the parties interested in thèse 
leases. As a matter of fact, the owners of the Great Northern Hôtel 
are very bitter enemies of the parties she mentions. She mixes up 
her statements. 

Mrs. Gray. Senator Dixon is not telling the truth. At the time the 
First National Bank failed, when it was looted for a million and a 
third, and they failed to get the bill through the House, you will find 
among the assets of the First National Bank the Great Northern 
Hôtel. It was owned by that gang. That was their headquarters. 
Nobody who was connected with this gang ever paid a doUar when he 
went to that hôtel. You know just as well as I do that you are com- 
ing hère to make false statements. 

Senator Dixon, I resent that statement, Mrs. Gray. 

Mrs. Gray. My word is just as good as yours, Senator Dixon. 

Senator Dixon. I resent your statement. . 

Mrs. Gray. And I resent your statement. I ask for an investiga- 
tion of this matter. 

Senator Dixon. When Mrs. Gray first came down hère I was very 
kindly disposed toward her and her investigation, until I found that 
she was attacking everybody indiscriminately. Hère she has made 
stories that are utterly impossible. Take her statement in regard to 
the First National Bank. It is the other company in opposition to the 
First National Bank that failed. The owner of the First National 
Bank was bitterly opposed to the people she charges 

Mrs. Gray. There is a New First National Bank, but the old First 
National Bank did fail. 

Senator Dixon. My dear Mrs. Gray, the old First National Bank 
is now in the hands of a receiver. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. What is the différence ? 

Senator Dixon. There is no New First National Bank. 

Mrs. Gray. There is some arrangement regarding the old Fii-st 
National Bank. 

Senator Dixon. Yes. 

Mrs. Gray. That is exactly what I said. 
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Senator Dixon. I should like to get the spécifie charges. How caa 
we hâve thèse things investigated unless we obtain spécifie charges! 

Mrs. Gray. Would you caii that a spécifie charge that I told you 
there was something there to investigate ? I said the First National 
Bank failed. You say it is in the hands of a receiver. 

Senator McCumber. Mrs. Gray has made some charges, of course, 
in gênerai. Now she says she will make them as spécifie as she can, 
wiiî give us dates and names of persons and dat^ by which they can 
be proved, and that she can get the proof . 

Senator Dixon. That is exactly wnat I want. 

Senator McCumber. That is as far as she lias gotten. 

Senator Dixon. I warit her to make her charges spécifie. 

Senator CuRTis. Hâve you a written statement there now, in 
regard to thèse matters; spécifie charges you want to make?. I see 
you hâve a mémorandum of some sort there. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Senator Curtis. Why can not Mrs. Gray read that statement î 

Senator McCumber. She is not sufficiently prepared. 

Senator Curtis. I beg your pardon. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve not a sumeient statement to show what I want 
to show. It will be only the beginning, and I am asking only for a 
beginning; but I would like to get what I need, what documents I 
want, hère. I can begin and go on for months, and the resuit wiil 
be simply that I will be broken down. 

Senator McCumber. Suppose we ailow her to make her spécifie 
statements as she has written them — or do you prefer that she com* 
plete them, Mr. Secret ary? 

Secret ary Fisher. Any way she wants to. 

Mrs. Gray. In making my statement, as I hâve told you, it was 
necessary — there were so many members who were new to me— 
it seemed to be imperative that I give an introduction of the reason 
why I hâve asked for an investigation in those things, until I came 
down to the statement of the foundation of the vital thing. 

So far as my own connection with it is coneerned, I am not asking 
for anything for myself. There are things so much bigger and deeper 
that we should look into. We want to get a way from this continuai 

Eettifogging; we want to get to the things that are really important, 
ut we never will in this way. 

Secretary Fisher. Would not that be a good suggestion ? Sup- 
pose you give us a spécifie statement. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve that arranged 

Secretary Fisher. Pardon me. I would like to suggest that I 
hâve been requested to wait until Mrs. Gray is through, but I would 
like to hâve an opportunity to finish a sentence of my own. 

The AcTiNG CHAiRMAN.'^Have you any statement prepared at this 
time, in addition to what you made the other day ? 

Mrs. Gray. No; it is not in addition. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Or supplementary to or explanatory of 
that statement ? 

Mrs. Gray. It was mad^e in gênerai form, necessarily, beeause I 
want to give you an idea of what I was after; so I mate this state* 
ment now. That seemed to be fairly spécifie; my statement seemed 
to hâve been spécifie enough to some of the otKers, but one of the 
members of the committee suggested that I make it more in outline 
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fonn, exactly what I was doinç. I started in doing it, and I hâve 
covered probably two-thirds of it in that form. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Well, if the committee will hear that, it 
will take us to 12 o'clock. 

Mrs. Gray. I do not in any way wish to refuse information to 
Secretary Fisher, but I certainly do object to having to défend myself 
and my life. 

Secretary Fisher. You do not wish us to accept your statement 
that 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve not asked you, Secretary Fisher, but in making 
vour reply you tum around and smile in that sneering way. You 
hâve stated things that are not true. 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray, there is always a certain amount of 
courtesy due a worniein. 

Mrs. Gray. There is a certain amount due me. 

Secretary Fisher. But thus far I hâve refrained from using the 
Word ''untrue,'' as to anything that you havé said. 

Mrs. Gray. I do not hke thèse insinuations. 

Secretary Fisher. I would Uke to be more courteous, which it is 
my habit to be 

Mrs. Gray. If you will do so, I wiU be verv much obliçed. 

Secretary Fisher. But do you not think tnere is a Utfle reciprocal 
obUgation on your part ? 

Mrs. Gray. When I state hère now, for instance, Secretary Fisher, 
that you hâve made statements that were not true, that were deUb- 
erately untrue — ^for instance, you said 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray, when I hear your s tory I hâve to 
laugh, because I would either hâve to laugh or take them seriously. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Mr. Secretary, it does seem to me that, 
recognizing the différence hère, it is a mistake to enter into this kind 
of a controversy. This lady should be allowed to begin and make her 
statements. 

Mrs. Gray. They do not dare to let me make my statements, and 
they know it. 

Secretary Fisher. Mr. Chairman 

Mrs. Gray. For if they do Mr. Fisher will be connected up with one 
of the most gigantic land steals that is going on in the United States 
to-day. He can sneer at it. 

Senator Dixon. Mr. Chairman, I really object to this witness mak- 
ing this kind of a statement about the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. Walsh, the gentleman elected to succeed me in the Senate, wlio 
was Mrs. Gray's attorney and lias heard her story, and who lives 300 
miles nearer the Crow Réservation tlian I do ana loiows the circum- 
stances of the affair better than I do, will be down hère in two or three 
weeks. Wliy not hâve him come in hère and testify ? He knows this 
story. He faiows about this affair better than I do. He knows about 
it from beginning to end. He was her attorney in thèse proceedings, 
was he not, Mrs. Gray? 

Mrs. Gray. Part oîF tlie time. 

Senator McCumber. She has prepared something. Wliy not per- 
mit her to read what she has to say ? We can then telLwhat it is 
worth after she has read it. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Mrs. Gray, why do you not go on and 
read? 
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Mrs. Gray. It is in one of the reports that Secretary Fisher said 
that lie would give documents from the department to anybody but 
Mrs. Gray. 

Secretary Fisher. No, no. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve it hère. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Hâve you any more prepared matter to 
read, Mrs. Gray? 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve. 

Senator Page. Let us hâve it. 

Secretary Fisher. Before we cet it, may I interrupt ? 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Certamly. 

Secretary Fisher. I do not want to interrupt Mrs. Gray, but I hâve 
been interfered with. The Chairman has not interfered m the slight- 
est degree when Mrs. Gray said that a number of remarks of mine or 
statements of mine were ^'untrue." 

The Acting Chairman. Mr. Secretary, the chairman has known 
this woman and known her infirmities, and it does seem to me that 
the Secretary ought to be able to distinguish the situation. 

Secretary Fisher. I am perfectly wiUing to do so, but do- you 
think I ought to sit silent while she makes a statement of the kind 
she did, even because I do recognize her ijifirmities? Do you not 
think that if I sit silejit the chairman ought to stop her ? 

The Acting Chairman. The chairman has had several long weeks 
of expérience in this hearing, and the chairman learned long ago that 
you can expedite the matters and diminish very much the use of 
adjectives on the part of the complainijig witness if she be allowed 
to go on and make her statements. Then an opportunity will be 
given to réfute those statements if they can be refuted. 

Secretary Fisher. Then you think, in order to help the hearing 
and expedite it, there ought to be no interruption, even when they 
use ^^untrue,'^ or ' ^ deUberately untrue'' in their answers? 

The Acting Chairman. No; you are at liberty, and others are at 
liberty, to ei^age in a controversy if you want to. 

Secretary Fisher. If the Chair thihks that is proper, I am perfectly 
willing. 

The Acting Chairman. No; the Chair does not lay down any rule. 
The Chair has made a suggestion. 

Mrs. Gray. When Secretary Fisher is summing up things — and he 
sums them up in a way I can not but f eel is untrue, and he should hâve 
an opportumtv — in makhig his statement summing up my connection, 
he has started by saying that he had to protect the Indians and the 
Indian Bureau from thèse people who are seeking contracts. I want 
to say that I hâve refused to hâve any contracts with the Indians. 
I was drawn into this; I did not want to hâve anything to do with it. 

The Acting Chairman. Now, Mrs. Gray, you hâve ail this pre- 
pared material for the committee. 

Mrs. Gray. Let it be put in. 

Senator La Follette. It is now a quarter to 12, and I will hâve 
to leave, but before leaving I should like to make just one suggestion. 
I do not know what Mrs. uray has prepared supplemental to what she 
read to the committee yesterday, but I do remember that she said 
that she could not make more spécifie the things or charges that she 
presented vesterday without having access to certain documents. 
That is right, is it not, Mrs. Gray ? 
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Senator La Follette. And I fear very greatly that little will be 
added to what has already corne before the committee in the way of 
spécifie data from anything that she will read now, if she has npt had 
access to the records and papers. As the Secretary has suggested his 
willingness, and I know he would be willing to bring before the com- 
mittee anything that the committee wants to see, I would just sug- 
gest that we arrive in the next 15 minutes at a definite understanding 
of what is wanted from the Secretary, and that then we take up this 
matter at another session when Mrs. Gray can hâve before her thèse 
papers and documents with which to supplément or sustain her state- 
ments. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. That is a very good suggestion. 

Mrs. Gray. That is exactly the Une on which I hâve this statement. 

Senator La Follette. If you hâve something, we would like to 
hâve it. 

Mrs. Gray. I will begin with the allotments, because they will be 
most easily gotten at. 

Secretary Fisher. Mr. Chairman, just a minute. We shall not 
get both those things done, and I just want to call your attention 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I think Senator La Follette's suggestion 
is the better one. Then we shall be better prepared to go on. 

Mrs. Gray. That is the idea I hâve been trvmg to go on. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Otherwise, she wiÛ not hâve anything to 
présent at our next session. 

Senator McCumber. If she has something prepared now, that will 
leave us digesting that. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. And we will hâve made no arrangements 
by which she gets the material to come before us the next time. 

Senator McCumber. Do you want further time before you présent 
the lines you hâve written down, to make it more definite ? 

Mrs. Gray. No; I would rather présent those now. I ask for cer- 
tain documents, and that the documents be brought hère, so that I 
may hâve access to them and prépare for the next hearing. 

The first is the allotments on the Crow Réservation, which were 
made in 1882 — the old rolls seem to hâve disappeared. Dead allot- 
ments canceled. Live allotments canceled. Patents issued to em- 
ployées. Allotments eut down for white homesteaders. Indians 
aropped from rolls who hâve allotments. 

The basis of the proof of this, that would be hère in Washington, 
would be thèse old allotment rolls of 1882. They were made under 
that act of 1882, and show what allotments hâve been made, what 
became of the allotments, who owns the land now, and where those 
old rolls are. 

Secretary Fisher. Was that matter inquired into by Mr. Holden? 

Mrs. Gray. It was not. 

Senator McCumber. Mr. Secretary, allow this lady to finish. 

Secretary Fisher. Certainly. 

Senator McCumber. The hearing will be expedited by allowing her 
to finish. 

Secretary Fisher. I asked her in that direction. 

Senator McCumber. You may ask her after she gets through, 

Secretary Fisher. If we know exactly what sl^ wants, we will 
kBow right where to go for the information. 
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Mrs. Gray. I will ask for certain other papers that you hâve. In 
1902 another act was passed making allotments, and the act of 1891 
refers back to allotments that were made in 1882, and specifically 
says that the allottees may retain their old allotments under the Act 
of 1882, or if they do not, their relinquishments shall be taken, but 
they must hâve relinquished them witnin a given time. 

Now, after 1891 they began the irrigation on the Crow Réservation. 
The Government paid them in cash something like $960,000, of 
which probably three-fourths was spent on irrigation. 

You understand that this Indian money is not Réclamation Service 
money. 

At that time there was another juggling of allotments, and the 
police rounded up the Indians from ail the réservations and put them 
on community farms in such a manner as to make it appear that 
they had abandoned their allotments, which they did not do. 

They protested against that. Then the allotments were eut down 
on the irrigated land. 

To get at that it will show that they were originally allotted 160 
acres; that they now hâve only from 80 to 40 acres. Now let the 
Indian Bureau show how the thing came about. In 1904 aU allot- 
ments were canceled in an effort to bring the allotments under the 
Burke bill. 

That was donc in this way : We will say that thèse are two allot- 
ments [indicating on the table], an Indian hère [indicating] and his 
child there [indicating]. Perhaps the whole family were allotted ail 
around hère [indicatmg]. Mr. Rankin would say to them: ^'You 
would rather hâve this land over hère [indicating], and let your dead 
child hâve that allotment out there [indicatino;], and we ean sell it 
then.'' 

The Indian would say that that was what he would like to hâve. 
But it would hâve this effect, that the old original allotment was 
transferred, so that it became a new allotment. 

Do you understand what I mean ? 

It was the same old allotment, but it could be made to appear on 
the rolls that it was a new allotment, because the boundaries were 
not the same, and it was so made. 

In that way the Indians instead of being under the old laws came 
under the new law. And under that there has been a great deal of 
jugçling in this way : Hère is a ditch built with Indian money. Thèse 
Indians think they hâve the land along that ditch. Pretty soon, when 
the ditch comes to be used, they will find their land is hère [indicating], 
and Henry owns this land over hère [indicating] — one of the lessors of 
some white man. They are puttinç white men on the water and 

Sutting the Indians back. The Indian can not get any water, and 
e daims that is his land. There are quite a number of spécifie 
instances hère. I do not know whether i shall be able to give many, 
because when I was on the Crow Réservation the Indians were afraid 
even to give me the names of many of thèse. 

The records ought to show. 

I know that the rolls that are now hère are not the old rolls. 

Secretary Fisher. Where do you understand the old rolls are ? 

Mrs. Gray. I do not know where the rolls of 1882-1891 are. When 
I brought to Mr. Valentine's attention the évident discrepancy, he 
asked Judge Burch to hâve the rolls brought down 
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Secretary Pisheb. What roUs do you now ref er to ? 

Mrs. Gray. To the Crow roUs. 

Secretary Fisheb. The new or the so-called old roUs ? 

Mrs. Gray. The roll of 1910. I saw the old rolls in Secretary 
BaUinger^s office. Whe.n he fkst came in he sent for me and said he 
was going to make an investigation of the Crow Réservation. He 
went there and spent five days riding over it. Then he directed 
Mr. Holcombe to make an investigation, but as the Secretary was under 
fire lie gave it very little further attention. 

Among other tmngs he told me to get what papers I wanted out of 
the Indian Office. I told him what were wanted and they brought 
them over to the Secretary's office. Among those were thèse big rolls. 
They are about that big [indicating] and square. They were old and 
dirty, and up at the top it is marked ''Original and approved.^' Ail 
over the rolls are stamped with a rubber stamp ''ratent issued.'^ 
Then under that would be the name of the patentée. In very many 
cases those names were of employées on the réservation. I venture to 
say that there was not an employée on the réservation at the time who 
did not hâve allotments that were shown on thèse old rolls. 

Senator Dixon. Were those employées Indians ? 

Mrs. Gray. No; they were white men, including John Lewis and 
your friend Mr. Curtis, the photographer. Do you remember his 
appearing bef ore the committee ? 

Senator Dixon. Curtis ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. He appeared for Mr. Dalby^s confirmation. You 
remember him, do you not, Senator Page ? 

Senator Page. I remember some one, but I do not recall the name. 

Mrs. Gray. He was an artist. He indorsed Dalby. 

Secretary Fisher. Are tlie rolls you hâve described what you call 
the old rolt ? 

Mrs. Gray. They are what I call the old rolls. They were made 
under the acts of 1882 and 1891. I do not mean by that the rolls that 
are now in the Indian Office. I think if they can be brought hère I 
can show what I am af ter. We tried it in the Indian Office, and with 
one man in charge of the rolls, and it ended by Mr. Allen, who was 
the head of the law clerks, saying that they had been taken care of. 
It was on that statement that Mr. Valentine went to Judge Burch and 
said he needed help to straighten this up. 

Secretary Fisher. Hâve you ever seen thèse old rolls ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. I examined them over in Secretary BaUinger's 
office. 

Secretary Fisher. So that at that time they were in existence ? 

Mrs. Gray. They were at that time. They may be in the Land 
Department; I do not know where they were kept. 

Secretary Fisher. When you say the "Land Department/' you 
mean the land department in the Indian office or the General Land 
Office? 

Mrs. Gray. The General Land Office, because they were approved 
and the patents hâve been issued, and they may be over there; but 
search was made there, but they could not be found. 

Secretary Fisïier. You say that thèse old land rolls show on them- 
selves the assignments of thèse allotments to others than Indians? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. When were they made ? 
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Mrs. Gray. Under the acts of 188^2 and 1891; they were made evi- 
dently continuous. 

Secretary Fisher. When were they finished ? 

Mrs. Gray. I can not say. 

Secretary Fisher. Do you remember what time ? 

Mrs. Gray. 1892 or 1891; I am not positive about those dates. 

Secretary Fisher. That is what I want to ^et at. 

Your suggestion is that those old rolls are improper allotments ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. If they were finished in 1892, that would be 
20 years ago. Let us suppose that they will show what you say, that 
20 years ago there were improper allotments made. 

Mrs. Gray. No, I do not say that 20 years ago there were improper 
allotments made. I say between 

Secretf^ry Fisher. I so understood you. 

Mrs. Gray. Between that time and this. Hère is the crux of the 
w^hole matter: The rJlotments that I speak of, the lands are now 
wortfa a great many millions of dollars. The title of them is not in 
the hçmesteader who has got them. At any time the Indian can 
bring a damage suit against the Government, because those allot- 
ments were good; they were approved. 

Do you understand now what I want ? 

Senator Townsend. You want to make a comparison between the 
origine,! rolls, as you call them, and the rolls that are now in exist- 
ence ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Senator Townsend. You want those ail brought hère so as to show 
that there has been something wrong ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. I am not sufficientlj^ informed as to the dis- 
crepancy, and my idea is to hâve Secretary Fisher hère to show where 
the discrepancies come in, and why the law was not obeyed, as set 
down in each case. 

Senator Dixon. Thèse 1892 rolls which you claim were allotted, 
were they given to white men ? Are thèse the Indian allotments under 
which allotments were given to white men ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Senator Townsenp. Can we not arrange it in this way, that at the 
next meeting you will hâve thèse rolls hère and the Holcombe report 
hère, with ail the papers that go with them ? That will furnish the 
basis. 

Mr. Holcombe. I am afraid that two parts of my report are not 
available. I will hâve to write to Philadelphia, to the Indians Rights 
Association, and get their copy. Mrs. Gray took my report, and wnen 
she retumed it I found two parts missing. 

Mrs. Gray. Judge Holcombe, Mrs. Gray never took your report. 

Senator La Follette. Is it possible that it is at the Department of 
Justice? 

Mrs. Gray. No. 

Mr. HoLeoMBE. We hâve made a search for it, and it has been 
impossible to find it. However, we can replace it. 

Senator La Follette. If you wired for it to-day, it would probably 
be hère Monday without dou ot. If we could hâve those rolls and hâve 
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Judge Holcombe's report, we would then hâve matter enough to work 
on probably at the next session. 

Mrs. Gbay. Oh, yes. I would also like to hâve the index to the 
rolls and the relinquishment — what do you call it ? 

Senator La Follette. The record ? 

iirs. Gray. The record, and also the tract book. 

Secret ary Fisher. Suppose we brought those things ail in hère 
Monday, or whenever the next session is — I say, obviously, we can net 
get this new 

Mrs. Gray. If you will bring ilr. Holcombe's report, the body of it, 
with the papers on file 

Secretary Fisher. That will be enough to start with, without wait- 
ing for the other. 

Mrs. Gray. I would like to hâve ail those papers. You understand 
that I hâve not had an opportunity to complète my examination of 
those in such a way that 1 could présent the résulta to the committee. 

Secretary Fisher. That is just what I am getting at. We can 
bring thèse things in Monday moming, or we can send them up this 
afternoon. 

She refers to Mr. Holcombe's report, and he tells me that part of it 
has beeii mislaid, but that they hâve, as he understands it, in the 
General Land Office, a duplicate copy. Is that correct ? 

Mr. IIoLCOMBE. Yes, sir. 

Mrs. Gray. I do not want a duplicate; I want the original. 

Mr. IIoLCOMBE. It is an approved copy. 

Mrs. Gray. But the original should not hâve disappeared, becausc 
it was in existence. 

Secretary Fisher. This is the difficulty, Senator, we hâve, to just 
fix the responsibility. I must locale the responsibility for the 
disappearance of some of thèse papers. Having been impressed by 
Mrs. Gray, I went the hmit. 1 told Mr. Valentine to give her a 
desk and space and let her hâve access to ail those things. Now, 
some of the papers hâve disappeared. Mrs. Gray thmks some one 
in the office is responsible, and the department thinks Mrs. Grav is - 
responsible. 

Mrs. Gray. Do you suggest that I am- responsible for any paper 
that has disappeared from the office ? 

Secretary Fisher. I do not suggest. 

Mrs. Gray. I wish you would. Senator Smoot has a bill pending 
making it a penalty to remove documents. If that bill becomes a 
law, I certainly would be in danger of its penalty if you made that 
statement. 

The AcTiNG Chairman (Senator La Follette). I do not under- 
stand, Mrs. Gray, that he charged you with that. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes; he has suggested that I hâve destroyed docu- 
ments over there, which is totally false, and I do not want it to go 
into the record without a protest. Thèse things are very serions. 

I was arre&ted over it, but the matter was not given a hearing in 
public. The Department of Justice afterwards appeared and 
attempted to testify, but they were prevented by Secretary Fisher 
himself 

Secretary Fisher. Oh, no. 

Mrs. GrÂy. From telling the truth. 

Secretary Fisher. Mrs. Gray, what do you mean? 
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Mrs. Gray. Secretary Adams — it was your office. 

Secretary Fisher. Now, if I should make a statement like that 
and make a slip about a word, you would be 

Mrs. Gray. ïou hâve made dozens and dozens of them since you 
hâve been talking. 

Senator Townsend. What I am interested in more than anything 
else is to get at the facts. I do not care anything about thèse per- 
sonalities, but I should like to get the facts. 

Mrs. Gray. Secretary Fisher can make some of the most disagree- 
able insinuations that I hâve ever heard. 

The AcTiNG Chairman (Senator La Follette). Let us now ascer- 
tain just what can be produced hère for the next hearing. You can 
seïid up thèse rolls, as 1 understand it, possibly this afternoon?. 

Secretary Fisher. We can. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. If they were in the custody of this com- 
mittee, they would be ail right, and Mrs. Gray could examine them. 

Secretary Fisher. I can prépare a receipt to be signed by the clerk 
to this committee, so that we will be able to locate the responsibility 
from now on for the papers. 

Mrs. Gray. I think the responsibility has been very carefully 
placed ail the time. 

Senator Dixon. Why could not Mrs. Gray go down to the depart- 
ment and see the rolls there ? 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Would that be agreeable to you, Mr. 
Secretary ? 

Secretary Fisher. We could take somebody off the work in the 
office and send them up hère with thèse documents. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I was trying to see if Senator Dixon's 
su^estion could not be carried out — that Mrs. Gray corne down to 
the office and get her material and get it ready. Would that be 
agreeable to you ? 

Secretary Fisher. If it is agreeable to Mrs. Gray. But I would 
not want to hâve an arrangement of that kind and then hâve some- 
bodv suggest that it was not right. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve never failed to meet your suggestions. 

Secretary Fisher. I wish I could agrée with you. 

Mrs. Gray. It would suit me more than anything else if I could 
hâve access to the files, where I know the file system as well as any- 
body else. 

Secretary Fisher. We would not do that. There is no use of 
talking about that. With the suggestion that papers hâve disap- 
pearea— witholit attempting to locate the responsibility for the 
causes, they disappear, and it is perfectly clear that we can not let 
Mrs. Gray corne mto the files of tne Indian Office. 

The AoTiNG Chairman. But could you not do this, Mr. Secre- 
tary — give her a table there ? 

Secretary Fisher. I do not know where it would be. 

Senator Townsend. You could assign a man there as easily as you 
could send him up hère with the papers. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. And let him stay in there with her and 
allow her to examine the rolls. 

Secretary Fisher. I.will hâve no room to put her. The Indian 
Office is located in the Pension Office Building. You hâve recently 
passed a bill increasing pensions, for which we hâve employed between 
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300 and 400 new clerks. In addition to that, you hâve passed a law 
which consolidâtes in Washington ail the outstanding pension 
agencies. They are coming in. They hâve to be in and installed by 
the 31st of January. We hâve 20 rooms in that building occupied 
by the Indian Service. We hâve appealed to the appropriation 
committees to give us space — give us an appropriation so that we 
could hire a buflding outside and do something to take care of thèse 
things. Thus far, we hâve had no relief. The movement for econ- 
•omy has been too strong for us. The resuit is that we hâve the 
courts, the corridors, the hallways in that building filled not only 
with file cases, but with clerks working out in the open room. 

It is not easy to find space where we can assign extra assistants at 
ail, where we can get space to do it. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Well, then, . let the records corne hère, 
and you détail somebody to corne with them. 

Secretary Fisher. You hâve room hère, but we haven't. Then 
we will get a spécifie request for certain documents and we will hâve 
a receipt for them, and there will be no question about who will cause 
them to disappear. 

Senator Dixon. The clerk files objection lo being made responsible 
for thèse records. 

The Clerk. Yes; there is too much responsibility attached to that 
for me. I dislike very much to undertake the protection of thèse 
documents. 

Secretary Fisher. Just another word, before we go. We hâve 
heard hère certain things requested. Let us see if we wholly under- 
stand what they are. The first is Mr. Holcombe's report — that 
portion of it which is in the office — and the attached documents. 

Mrs. Gray. And everything that goes with it. 

Secretary Fisher. Including, I assume, ail the évidence ? 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. That is ail for that. Then Mrs. Gray would Hke 
to hâve the sp-called old roUs, which she has described hère and of 
which we will get the originals, if we can; if not, we will get the dupli- 
cate and concurrent copies, which are, in ail respects or should be in 
ail respects, similar to the originals; but we will get the original if 
we can find it. Then she wants what she caJls the new roU; is that 
right? 

Mrs. Gray. The roU of 1910, as it is used or as it is established in 
the Indian Office at the présent time. 

Secretary Fisher. Very well. Is that ail ? 

Mrs. Gray. I would hke to hâve the rolls, or that portion of the 
roUs that was had when Mr. Miller and Mr. Thrusle 

The AcTiNG Chairman. May I just interrupt for a moment ? I 
want to answer when my name is called. There is a roll call on now. 
Let this committee stand adjourned until Monday morning at 10.30. 

Secretary Fisher. Just a moment, Mr. Chairman. You see we 
will not know what Mrs. Gray will présent. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I thought if thèse documents were brought 
hère Mrs. Gray could prépare herself to submit her case on Monday. 

Secretary Fisher. Don't you see that we will not know anything 
about it. Of course, if you want to go on, we can do it. We might 
saye time if we knew specifically what it was. As it is now, if we 
bring thèse things in she will hâve to go through thèse documents, 
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find thèse things, compare them, and then, for the first time, the rep- 
résentatives of the Inoian Office will know what she has in her mind. 

Senator Townsend. You will hâve abundant time for that. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Then she can présent her proof and then 
you can présent yours. 

Secretary Fisher. Inasmuch as it relates to thèse two matters, I 
shall not corne hère on Monday; but I will hâve Mr. Holcombe come. 
You can come on Monday, can you not ? 

Mr. Holcombe. Yes, sir. 

Secretary Fisher. Then, he having conducted this investigation, 
if you start on Monday, he will be able to give you such assistance as 
you want. 

Senator Townsend. That will be a starting point. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. That will be chapter 1. 

Secretary Fisher. Yes, sir. Ail right. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Then we will adjourn this meeting until 
10.30 Monday. 

Thereupon, at 12 o'clock and 20 minutes p. m., the committee 
adjournea to meet on Monday, January 13, 1913, at 10.30 a. m. 



TTJESDAY, JANUARY 14, 1013. 

Committee on Indian Affairs, 

United States Senate, 

Washington^ D. C. 
The committee met at 10.30 o'clock a. m. for the purpose of further 
considering the foUowing resolution : 

Resolvedf That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
place in the hande of the Attomey General such papers, records, and other informa- 
tion in référence to the affairs of the Crow Indians of Montana as will enable the 
Attomey General to investigate such affairs and to bring such action as mayheneces- 
sary to protect the interests and secure the rights of said Indians; and the Attomey 
Gênerai is hereby authorized to make such investigation and to bring such action, 
if any, as the investigation may disclose to be necessary. 

Présent: Senators La Follette (acting chairman), Cuifcis, Dixon, 
Page, Stone, Chamberlain, Myer,, and Ashurst. 

Also présent: Senator Townsend, Mrs. Helen Plerce Gray, Mr. 
E. P. Holcombe, Mr. Z. Lew^s Dalby, and cthers. 

The Acting Chairman. The committee w*dl be in order. 

Senator Dixon. Will not the Secretary of the Interior be hère ? 

The Acting Chairman. He did not ask to be hère. He is repre- 
sented by Judge Holcombe from the Interior Department. 

Mrs. Gray, will you take up the matter of the charges and furnish 
the évidence on those charges ? 

Mrs. Gray. Shall I begin by putting in the records that were 
reguested ? 

The Acting Chairman. First, I would suggest that you read from 
your statement hère the particular charge upon which you are going 
to offer some évidence. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve not prepared it in that way, but I will do that 
the next time. 

The Acting Chairman. It just occurs to me that if we could 
know the points to which the testimony is being ofïered it would be 
better. 
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Senator Townsend. I think that is right. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, that is right; and I will be ready next time with 
that. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Or, if Senator Townsend is f amiliar enou^h 
with this record, and with the way in which you hâve prepared it, 
to proceèd, and would interrogate you I should be very glad, as one 
member of the committee, to hâve him do so. 

Senator Ashurst. Yes; I am in favor of that. 

Mrs. Gray. I think he is not prepared at the présent time. 

Senator Townsend. I am not prepared, for this reason: I asked 
li^s. Gray to submit certain things which she said said to me, in 
writing, so as to condense them. Just as you sugeest, Senator 
La Follette, I want to know what the charges are; and then I want 
us to confine ourselves to those charges, and eliminate ail the rest of 
the things, so that we can get at the material points. 

I had supposed, while I hâve not had an opportunity to talk with 
Mrs. Gray at ail, as I hâve been tied up ail the while, that she had 
certain definite things, and that thèse matters were in connection 
with charges which were in her written statement the other day. 
Am I correct about that, Mrs. Gray ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes; that is correct. 

At this point ensued an informai discussion between the acting 
chairman and Mrs. Gray. 

Senator Dixon. What are thèse letters ? Are thèse thé ones that 
we had five years ago when we first took this up ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Senator Dixon. Who put them there? 

Mrs. Gray. I was required after the last hearing to furnish the 
letters that were specifically hamed. I hâve not the record hère, but 
they were the letters giving me permission to go to the réservation, 
showing that Secretary Garfield joined in that permission, and Mr. 
Leupp's letter to me. That is ail. 

The Acting Chairman. You s ta te in your printed charges that you 
presented at your first hearing that you remained in Chicago for a 
time after having seen Président Roosevelt, and that you there 
received a letter from Mr. Leupp giving you permission to go on the 
Crow Réservation? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. 

The Acting Chairman. Hâve you that letter with you ? 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve it. 

The Acting Chairman. Will you présent it ? I do not mean the 
original. Hâve you the letter, or a copy of it? 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve a copy as it Vas used at this old hearing. 

The Acting Chairman. The letter from Mr. Leupp is short, is it 
not? 

Mrs. Gray. It is this long [indicatmg]. 

The Acting Chairman. That letter will be tumed over to the 
reporter and incorporated in his minutes, and not read unless some 
Senator desires to hâve it read at this time. 

Mrs. Gray. Then if I am not to read them I wUl identify each one 
so we will know just what is going in. 

The Acting Chairman. Mark the Leupp letter ''Exhibit A." 
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Mrs. Geay. It is signed by F. E. Leupp, dated April 24, 1907. It 
appears on page 595 of Senate Document No. 445, Sixtieth Congress, 
first session. The letter is as foUows : 

April 24, 1907. 
Mrs. Helen Pierce Gray, 

192 Dearhom Avenue, Chicago, III. 

M Y Dear Madam: Secretary Garfield turned over to me your note to him of April 
20, and aeked me to write you whatever I considered best under the circumstances. 

I do not know what you refer to as the reaction of the Indians' charges upon them- 
sel ves in the * * customary manner . ' ' The only reaction of which I hâve any knowledge 
is in the case of an Indian who makes false statements; and my practice with him 
is to always make him feel the unwisdom of that line of conduct as sharply as I try 
to make the whit*^ man appreciate the conséquence of the same course on his part. 

As to your visiting the religions dancps, I hâve no objection to your doing so, and 
will inclose a note for you if you consider that that is necessary. Of course, no one in 
Washington — I, or the Secretary, or even the Président — ^would give you any permit 
to go upon a raservation to make trouble. We expect you to conform to the usual 
rules in such matters which your own sensé of courtesy and good conduct would 
naturally prompt you to foUow. 

I do feel constrained, in connection with alî that has passed hère, to call your atten- 
tion to the fact that I hâve given you every facility for digging down to the bottom 
of ail the records in the possession of the Indian Office. !But lor the purpose of dis- 
covering and helping us to discover whether there is anything wrong in the adminis- 
tration of affairs at the Crow Agency^ I assumed at the outset that you understood 
the limitations in that regard, as no one hère would hâve ^ven ^ou the opportunities 
that were afforded you on any other considération. The mvestigation will be under- 
taken as promptly as the gentleman chosen by the Secretary can get away and begin 
it. In pursuance of my particular wish, the Secretary 's choice is made of a man over 
whom I hâve no control, with whom I hâve never had more than an hour's conversa- 
tion pofisibly in my life, and whom I did not know even by sight imtil the latter part 
of last week. Wherever a matter of this kind has come up and the accuser has 
shown, as you showed at the outset of your interview with me that he feels the slight- 
est doubt of the faimess of the Indian Office, it has always been my wish that who- 
ever makes the investigation should be some one so completely out of my "sphère 
of influence" tliat he will judge my share of the administration quite as impartially 
as he does that of any of my subordinates. 

Sincerely yours, F. E. Leupp, Commissioner . 

Mrs. Gray. Exhibit B appears just below that on the page, 
signed by F. E. Leupp, under date of April 25, 1907, addressed to Mr. 
Reynolds. The letter is as follows: 

April 25, 1907. 

My Dear Mr. Reynolds: I hâve given to Mrs. Helen Pierce Gray of Sheridan, 
Wyo., a letter of courtesy reading as follows: 

"The bearer, Mrs. Helen Pierce Gray, has asked for permission to visit the Crow 
Réservation in Montana for the purpose of attend ing some cérémonial dances of the 
Indians, and it is my wish that she be accorded by the authorities of the réservation 
every proper courtesy in the premises." 

I send this notice to you to save every possible friction if she appears on the réserva- 
tion for the purpose mentioned and without first presenting herself to you. Also, I 
feel that you ought to know of any authorization issued by the Indian Office which 
affects your jurisdiction. 

Sincerely, yours, Francis E. Leupp, Commissioner. 

Samuel G. Reynolds, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent. Crow Agency, Mont. 

Mrs. Gbay. Below that is another letter, signed by Mr. Leupp, 
dated April 24, 1907, which may be called Exhibit C. 

The letter is as follows: 
To whom it mxiy concem: 

The bearer, Mrs. Helen Pierce Gray, has asked permission to visit the Crow Réser- 
vation in Montana for the purpose of attending some cérémonial dances of the In- 
dians, and it is my wish that she be accorded by the authorities of the réservation 
every proper courtesy in the premises. 

F. E. Leupp, Commissioner. 

April 24, 1907. 
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Mrs. Gray. Those are Mr. I^upp's letters. On page 541 of the 
same document appears the letter signed by Mr. James Rudolph 
Garfield, Secretary, dated May 7, 1907, addressed to me. That maj 
be called Exhibit D. 

The letter is as foUows: 

Department of the Interior, 

Secretary' s Office, 
Washington, D. C, May 7, 1907. - 
Dear JVIadam: I hâve by référence your letter to the Président relative to the 
investigation of the Crow Indian Réservation. I hâve not postponed the sale, for the 
reaaon that it is very much better to let it proceed, because thereafter we can more 
readily détermine the regularity of the proceedings. No harm can corne should it be 
■hown that there was anything improper in this sale, as I, as Secretary of the Interior, 
hâve power to disapprove on any ground. 

Mr. Dalby starts West very shortly, and I trust that you will not make use of any 
of the material you hâve for the purpose of an article until this investigation haa 
been completed. 

Very truly, yours, James Rudolph Garfield, 

Secretary. 

Mrs. Gray. I thinki was also asked by Secretary Fisher, especially, 
to put on record hère any statement that Secretary Garfield author- 
ized me to go to the réservation. I will take that next. On page 
33 of the same document is Mr. Garfield's statement under the 
heading: ''Statement of Hon. James R. Garfield, Secretary of the 
Interior.'' 

Senator Page. Is that what you rely upon as your authority? 

Mrs. Gray. No; it was his statement of my authority. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. As made before the committee ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes. 

Senator Page. That is very brief. 

Mrs. Gray. There is another one I will put in that is not so brief. 

Senator Page. Let us put in that brief one first. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. It was his testimony as ofïered before the 
committee, as I understand it, at the previous investigation. 

Senator Page. Let us take that first one. 

Mrs. Gray. The record on page 33 of that document referred to 
reads as foUows: 

The Chairman. The committee will now hear Secretary Garfield. 

Secretary Garfield. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I simply désire to say that the 
Ehresident directed that Mrs. Gray be given every facility in the Indian Office fw the 
purpose of preparing a statement of the charges which she desired to make against 
the ^ent at the Crow Indian Agency. At that time Mrs. Gray had no statement in 
writing. She was given every facility at the office to obtain aîl the papers from the 
records that she desired, and to search for every paper in the records which she might 
care for. As a resuit of several days of such investigation, Mrs. Gray had prepared— 
whether from her own dictation or not I do not know — a statement which was pre- 
sented to me and which appears in my files in file No. 5236, part 1. This typewritten 
statement was used as the formai charges made by Mrs. Gray against the Indian agent, 
and upon thèse formai charges the investigation was ordered. 

The Chairman. Is this the only written statement that you know of that has been 
presented by Mrs. Gray in this proceeding? 

Secretary Garfield. Itis; yes, sir. 

Senator Page. That is ail ? 

Mrs. Gray. This was the original statement. He had been asked 
a number of times and he finally made, later in the hearing, a much 
more elaborate statement. 

Senator Page. I do not care about that. 
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Senator. Dixon. If we are going to hâve a part of Secretary Gar- 
field's statement made in a hearing five years ago, I think we ought 
to hâve the whole thing. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I do not know just what the purpose is of 
this statement from Secretary Garfield. 

Mrs. Gray. Secretary Fisher asked to hâve it put in, and I said I 
would put it in, as the record will show. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Secretary Fisher can offer it when he cornes 
to présent his tesimony. 

Mrs. Gray, I think it was put in from the fact that they said that 
I was whoUy a trespasser, and that I had no authority. 

Senator Townsend. What différence does that make whether or 
not you were a trespasser ? That cjpes not interest the committee so 
much as what was round there. 

Mrs. Gray. A number of the committee were présent as the record 
will show, and asked that this be put in, and I said I would do so. 

Senator Townsend. That is ail right. 

Mrs. Gray. On page 339 of the same document is a statement by 
Hon. James Rudolph Garfield, Secretary of the Interior. I shouli 
like that statement to go in. It is much longer. 

Senator Dixon. I suggest that if you are going to put in part of 
Mr. Garfield's testimony you ought to put in ail. 

Mrs. Gray. It ail has been asked to go in. 

Senator Dixon. This is ail chaff anjrway. Shewent to the réserva- 
tion under authority of the department. That is admitted. 

Senator Page. I did not know it was admitted. 

The Acting Chairman. There is not anything in the statement 
that Mrs. Gray just read from Secretary Garfield s statement before 
the committee that bears upon her authority to go to the réservation. 
I do not see the pertinency of that testimony that was offered by 
Mrs. Gray 

Mre. Gray. I should rather leave it out than hâve time wf.sted. 

Senator Dixon. Let me suggest this: Mrs. Gray makes certain 
charges of things on the Crow Réservation that are immoral and bad, 
and which should be investigated by the Department of Justice. 
Why not hâve her confine it to spécifie charges and her proofs ? It is 
printed hère five years r,go in the hearings that she had the letters. 
Why encumber the new nearings with a whole lot of documentary 
évidence which nobody disputes ? 

The Acting Chairman. It occurred to me the other day that as a 
fouïidation for this hearing, which is held independently of any hear- 
ing which has been heretofore had, that it was entirely proper for 
Mrs. Gray to show the authority upon which she went upon that 
réservation after having seen Président Roosevelt. For that reason 
I suggested that if she had aletterfromMr.Leupp — Ididnotremember 
that it was offered in any previous hearing — that it be presented 
hère, because one of her complaints is that she was arrested as a 
trespasser after having gone upon the réservation, and her authority 
for being there was the letter from Indian Commissioner Leupp. I 
think that ought to be in évidence. 

Senator Page. I had hoped that this letter might be in the nature 
of an authority. That is why I asked to hâve it. I do not think 
it is. 
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Mrs. Gray. The next statement, Senator Page, of Secretary Gar- 
field says it was arranged I should go there with Mr. Dalby. It 
would De entirely incomplète unless the entire matter was taken, 
because, as Secretary Fisher said a number of times, I had no written 
authority. It was ail verbal, and I took their word for it. 

Senator Townsend. This bas been my position in référence to it: 
I had understood, the same as Senator Dixon states, that you had 
authority to go there. You hâve made the statement that you did 
hâve. Now, if that is not true, that would be a part of the défense, if 
you call it such, to show that that was not true. If that is questioned, 
you can then hâve, and undoubtedly will be given, an opportunity to 
controvert it. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. The jea3on why I asked for that letter, 
and the reason that letter bore directly upon her right to go upon 
the réservation, is because I found this in mrs. Gray's statement: 

I also received a letter from Commissioner Leupp inclosing my authority to retum 
to the réservation. 

Senator Townsend. I beg your pardon. I did not know that you 
had asked for that. I thought that was something Mrs. Gray nad 
volunteered to put in the record. 

The AcTiNG Ôhairman. I had supposed that the letter she was 
offering was her auth,ority. 

Mrs. Gray. No, ail this matter I am putfing in I am putting in 
under protest. I objected to it coming up, and I think a vote was 
taken on it that I should be required to put it in. 

Mr. HoLCOMBE. Mr. Chairman, may I ask that she produce that 
letter you just mentioned containing the authority to go upon the 
réservation ? • 

The Acting Chairman. I had understood that she offered that 
letter. Hâve you the letter referred to on page 7 of your printed 
charges, the référence being in the foUowing language: 

I also received a letter from Commissioner Leupp, inclosing my authority to retum 
to the réservation? 

Mrs. Gray. I did, but that authority- 



The Acting Chairman. Hâve you that letter? 

Mrs. Gray. I gave that letter to the clerk at that hearing. It was 
printed at that time from the original in that hearing. 

The Acting Chairman. Hâve you a copy of that? 

Mrs. Gray. No, sir; I hâve nothing 

The Acting Chairman. That is what I mean. You hâve a <îopy 
of it in the hearing ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes; in the hearing. 

The Acting Chairman. And is the letter which is referred to in 
the language which I just read to you, on page 7, the letter which 
you hâve just off ered ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir; it is. 

The Acting Chairman. That is what I wished to know. 

Mrs. Gray. At the same time that letter would not cover my 
authority to go to the réservation unless Secretary Garfield's second 
statement is taken in conjunction with it. 

The Acting Chairman. Mrs. Gray, if you hâve correctly described 
that letter on this page, then it was your authority complète in 
itself. 
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Mrs. Geay. It was my authority to go to the réservation. It was 
not my authorihr to assist in any investigation. ' 

The AoTiNG Chaieman. That is not what I asked you. I asked 
yoti for your authority to go upon the réservation. 

Mrs. Geay. Then, as I underâtand it, this is to be put in ? 

The AoTiNG Chairman. You mean ail of Secretary Garfield's 
testimony î 

Mrs. Geay. No; this statement on page 339. It is not a long 
statement. If one goes in, I think they ail should go in. If one 
goes out, I think ail should go out. I wiU not insist on that, if we 
can just get down to the matter in hand. 

The AoTiNG Chaieman. Senator Dixon suggests that ail of Sec- 
retary Garfield's testimony be incorporated. 

Senator Dixon. Hère is a book oi 800 pages printed for the Gov- 
ernment five years ago, and thèse same things gone over. We 
brought a délégation of Crow Indiana hère. 

Mrs. Geay. And it was a fraudulent délégation. Mr. Leupp 
resigned for it. 

Senator Dixon. You say Mr. Leupp resigned 

Mrs. Geay. I am not going to be drawn into anything at ail. 
Take that out. I want to get down to the facts right hère. 

The AcTiNG Chaieman. I suggest that you reserve the ofîering of 
this letter at this time. 

Mrs. Geay. I request that ail those letters be not put in. Unless 
I can complète my position and my statement I absolutely protest 
against any of them being put in. I know the trick that is there. 
ShaU we go into it now ? 

Senator Chambeelain. Let us get down to the facts hère. I want 
to know about the facts involved in this controversy. It does not 
make any différence to me now, so far as I am concerned, whether or 
not vou nad authority. If there is anything crooked there now, or 
has been, I want to know that. * 

Mrs. Geay. Then I ask that those letters be entirely left out, or 
put in as I prepared them. 

Senator Townsend. You hâve marked certain things to go in, 
and Senator Page wants other matter to go in. 

Mrs. Geay. I am certain that Secretary Garfield's statement on 
page 339 should go in, together with those letters, and then I am 
ready to begin. 

I first ask Mr. Holcombe for a portion of the Crow roUs known as 
schedules A, B, and C. 

Mr. Holcombe. I think we can expedite this a little bit if I read a 
portion of the commissioner's report of 1901. 

Mrs. Geay. I should like to hâve the roUs A, B, and C, or a reason 
for their not being produced. 

The AcTiNG Chaieman. Perhaps, Judge Holcombe, it would be 
better to defer offering 

Mr. Holcombe. I just wished to do it for the enlightenment of the 
committee, so that the committee will understand what allotment 
rolls are actually on file in the Indian Office. 

The AcTiNG Chaieman. I will ask you this: Are you able to pro- 
duce the allotment rolls that Mrs. Gray asks for? 

Mr. Holcombe. I can give her a schedule A and a schedule B. I 
never heard of a schedule C. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



44 CROW INDIAN BBSEBVATION. 

The AcTiNG Ghairman. Produce schedule A and schedule B. 
Mr. HoLcoMBE. Tbis [indicating] is schedule B, and schediile A is 
this bound volume 39. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. Just pass that schedule A to Mrs. Gray. 

Mr. Holcombe handed the so-called schedule A to Mrs. Gray. 

Mrs. Gray, is that schedule A and is that schedule B, for which you 
bave been calling ? 

Mrs. Gbay. This [indicating] is not schedule B. Ybu see, they are 
the roUs of the tribes. This is not a part of the rolls of the tribe. 
Anyone who is associated with the Indian Bureau knows that it is 
not. That is not the way they are kept. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. They are kept in the book f orm ? 

Mrs. Gbat. When we made the investigation at the Indian Office, 
which I described at the last hearing, this was finelly dug up. It 
was up in the attic. It is not a part of the rolls, 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. It is not the original roll that Mrs. Gray 
asked for, is it ? 

Mr. Holcombe. It purports to be. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. It is a typewritten document. You do 
not keep the original rolls in that f orm ? 

Mr. Holcombe. There is the cover of it in which it was received 
that was attached to it. 

Mrs. Gbay. When I saw it first, it was not there. It was upstairs. 
It is not the original. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. Has it been transcribed into a book, such 
as those large books you hâve hère ? 

Mr. Holcombe. I hâve never seen any other copy. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. You hâve never seen any other copy than 
this? 

Mr. Holcombe. No. 

•The AcTiNG Chaibman. And this is the original, I understand 
you to say? 

Mr. Holcombe. It is an original record of the Indian Office turned 
over to me as schedule B. I hâve never seen any other schedule B. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. Is schedule A also hère ? 

Mr. Holcombe. Yes, sir. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. Is it attached 

Mr. Holcombe. No, sir. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. In what form is schedule A ? 

Mr. Holcombe. This form hère, sir [indicating]. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. It is not in the same lorm as schedule B 1 

Mr. Holcombe. No, sir. 

The- AcTiNG Chaibman. Can you explain why it is not ? 

Mr. Holcombe. No, sir. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. Are not thèse original rolls kept in a 
unif orm manner ? 

Mr. Holcombe. No, sir. They are made by différent allotting 
agents, who hâve their own methods of presenting them. That was 
not made by Mr. Rankin, as I notice. Mr. Rankin did not make 
schedule A. 

The AcTiNG Chaibman. Mrs. Gray, will you look at schedule A 
and state whether that is the roll that you called for as schedule A î 

Mrs. Gray. Senator LaFoUette, those records were brought over 
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from the Indian Office in Mr. Holcombe's charge, with a very strict 
interdiction of my having any access to them. I did not hâve 
sufficient access to be able to answer your question. I can not tell 
you. 

Let us go on one step further 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I understood Secretary Fisher to say tliat 
thèse records would be produced hère and that Mrs. Gray would 
hâve every opportunity to examine them, and that was the under- 
standing with which they were brought hère. 

Mr. HoLCOMBE. Yes, sir. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Has she been accorded that opportunity, 
Mr. Holcombe ? 

Mr. HoLCOMBE. Yes, sir; she has had every opportunity to examine 
them while I was hère. I was présent and I remained hère untU 
she left. 

Mrs. Gray. I was hère until about 5 o^clock and I did not hâve 
that opportunity. 

The AcTiNQ Chairman. Will you kindly hand that roU to Mrs. 
Gray. 

The roU was handed to Mrs. Gray. 

I just ask you to look at it, Mrs. Gray, to see whether it is the 
identical roU for which you called. 

Mrs. Gray. It is caUed schedule A. I do not think it is the 
original schedule A. I do not think any of this is. 

Senator Townsend. Why do you think it is not? 

Mrs. Gray. Because what I saw that I thought was schedule A 
could not hâve begun with No. 1, in the first place. Schedule A was 
the last schedule that was made. Schedule (J first, then schedule B, 
and then schedule A. 

Mr. Holcombe. May I ask a question f 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Yes. 

Mr. Holcombe. What is schedule A? 

Mrs. Gray. I was just about to read what schedule A is from '^ Lawa 
and Treaties, volume 1, compiled and edited by Charles J. Kappler, 
clerk to the Commit tee on Indian Affairs.^' 

Then, anbther thing about this roll. I must hâve the tract book 
and I must hâve the index. You will realize that there are about 
4,000 entries hère. There is an index which is a component part of 
this record which is not hère; is it, Mr. Holcombe? 

Mr. Holcombe. Yes, madam. 

Mrs. Gray. It is now, but it was not hère yesterday. 

Mr. Holcombe. It was hère yesterday. 

Mrs. Gray. When I wanted it I could not hâve it. That is correct. 

Senator Townsend. You said there were eight volumes of it that 
you could not bring up. 

Mr. Holcombe. Of tract books, Senator. 

Mrs. Gray. That is not a tract book. 

I am reading from page 448, volume 1, of Indian Laws and Treaties. 
It is a very short statement without a heading. Shall I read it ? 

Senator Chamberlain. Yes; read it. 

Mrs. Gray. It reads: 

Pnxvided, That $1,500 thereof, to be immediately available, may be uaed to enable 
the Secretary of the Interior, in his discretioo, to appoint a commissîoii, U> negotiate- 
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with the Crow Indians of Montana, for a modification of the agreement concluded with 
said Indians December twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety, and ratified 
by Congress March third, eighteen hundred and ninety-one, and to pay the necessary 
and actual expenscs of said commissioïiers: Provided, That no such modification shall 
be valid unless assented to by a majority of the maie adult members of the Crow 
Tribe of Indians and be approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

You see that refers to the rolls that were in existence in the year 
1891. Can Mr. Holcombe produce the rolls that were in existence 
at the time referred to hère ? 

Mr. Holcombe. Yes. 

Mrs. Gray. That [indicating] is what you are producing hère. 

Mr. Holcombe. I hâve not offered them yet. You hâve not 
called for them. 

Mrs. Gray. I called for the rolls of the Crow Tribe. 

Mr. Holcombe. You asked me just now, Mrs. Gray, if I could 
produce them, and I told you I could. They are hère. 

Mrs. Gray. I asked you for schedules A, B, and C, and you say 
you hâve never heard of C. 

Mr. Holcombe. Will you please identify what A, B, and C are, 
Mrs. Gra}^, so that I can understand ? 

Mrs. Gray. You corne hère as the chief supervisor to explain what 
the rolls of this tribe are. 

Mr. Holcombe. I am trying to get what you want. 

Mrs. Gray. I am asking for A, B, and C and you say you do not 
know what C is. 

Mr. Holcombe. I hâve given you A, and I hâve given you sched- 
ule B, but I do not know what schedule C is. 

Mrs. Gray. You do not know personally what schedule C is ? 

Mr. Holcombe. No, madam. 

Mrs. Gray. As the rolls came over hère you do not know anything 
about schedule C ? 

Mr. Holcombe. Schedule C I do not know. 

Mrs. Gray. And yet,. you see that in 1891 in order to alter the 
rolls described hère, it was necessary to hâve an act of Congress, and 
the altération must be approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

I take it this must hâve been approved. 

Under that language from the law which I read is a note which 
reads as follows: 

The report of this commission and the agreement effected by it are as fpUows: 

LiviNGSTON, Mont., Septemher 14, 1892, 
Hon. T. J. Morgan, ^ 

Commisaioner of Indmn Affaira. 
Sir: The commission appointed to negotiate with the Crow Indians of Montana for 
a modification of the agreement concluded with said Indians December 8, 1890, and 
ratified by Congress March 3, 1891, hâve the honor to submit the foUowing report: 

We met at the Crow Agency Auçust 24, 1892. After several preliminary taUcs with 
the Indians, the agreement herewith transmitted was entered mto with theni August 
27. Nearly every maie adult Indian of the Crow tribe took part in the council. 

Now I will skip a little. 

Senator Dixon. Let us hâve it ail read, as long as you are going to 
read the report. 

Mrs. Gray. It continues: 

According to the last census there are 666 adult maie Crows. The agreement is 
signed by 436 Indians. The council ratified the treaty unanimously, and the signa- 
ture of every adult maie Crow could doubtless hâve been secured by foUowing the 
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Indians to their homes, to which they scattered as soon as the çouncil broke up. The 
Indians were allowed to choose their own interpreters, and the treaty was carefully 
explained to them, and seemed to be thoroughly understood. The three days sub- 
séquent to the conclusion of the treaty were spent by the commission in makrnç out 
and delivering to each Indian named in schedule B, a certificate declaring him entitled 
to a tract of land, or to a sélection within the limits of the tract of land, with which his 
name is connected in said schedule B. 

Before the unsurveyed sélections in schedule B can be surveyed the public-land 
surveys must be extended over a wide tract of country, involving much time and 
expense. With the limited means at the hands of the commission this was imprac- 
ticable. The commission is of the opinion that the rights of the claimants named in 
schedule B are fuUy protected by the provisions of the first and second sections of 
the agreement hérewith transmitted. Tne tracts of land described in schedule B are 
so bounded by natiuul boundaries, or township or sectional Unes, as to be readily 
identified on the ground. There can be no excuse for trespassing upon them should 
anyone be so disposed. 

Senator Chamberlain. Mrs. Gray, what is the use of reading that 
to us ? We want to get down to tÈe facts. 

Mrs. Gray. That is what I want to say. I said I would skip and 
corne down to the point at issue, and Senator Dixon said to read the 
whole of it. 

Senator Dixon. I thought she was reading a portion of the report 
of this commission. I supposed that if she read a part of it, she ought 
to read it ail. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I think Mrs. Gray might be permitted to 
ofîer a part of any document that supports her charges, and on cross- 
examination, or mdependently, the entire report can be ofîered by 
anyone else. 

Mrs. Gray. I am reading from the law as printed 

Senator Dixon. Let me ask Mrs. Gray this question: What are 
you trying to substantiate now in this testimony ? 

Mrs. Gray. I am substantiating the facts; not trying to. I am 
substantiating the fact that there are schedules A, B, and C, which, 
in the year 1892, could not be altered without an act of Congress. 
And I shall then show you that those schedules were approved; that 
they are the schedules of the Crow Tribe of Indians, and this is not. 

The AcTiNQ Chairman. Mrs. Gray, read just such portions as are 
necessary to support your charges, without taking the time of the 
committee to read any others at this time. If the Secretary of the 
Interior, or his représentative, or any member of the committee 
wishes to bring out anything more fuUy, they will hâve opportunity 
to do so. 

Mrs. Gray. I do not profess to be a lawyer, but I am making a very 
desperate effort to interpret the law. ^ 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Proceed with the matter and cover as 
much ground as possible in your own way this moming. 

Mrs. Gray (reading): 

Schedules A and B were compiled from the Crow land book; from liât A of claims, 
surveyed by Samuel Bundock, in January, 1891; from list B of allotmenta made in 
August, 1890, by J. G. Hatchitt, spécial allotting agent, and from list C of ** Indians 
who made sélections on the cedea part of the Crow Réservation in August, 1890," 
under the supervision of J. G. Hatchitt. 

I fancy that this [indicating] may be a list, but you see there are 
two referred to. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. When you say ''this" you put your hand 
on schedule A ? 
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Mrs. Gbay. Yes. [Reading:] 

The following pereons assisted in the préparation of aaid schedules: M. P. Wyman, 
Crow s^ent; C. C. Kreidler, additional farmer, distaict No. 5, which district includea 
the oeded part of the réserve; Bernard Bravo, the interpréter who accompanied ilr. 
Hfatchitt wnen the allotments and sélections were made, and who is thoronghly famil- 
iar with the owner and location of each allotment or sélection; and George R. Davis, 
who has lived among the Indians on the ceded part for many years. When there was 
the p'ishtest doubt as to the proper location of any Indian claimant, the Indian him- 
self \\\.s called before the commission and questioned through the interpreters. 

You see that recognizes that there is a schedule C. [Reading:] 

Schedules A and B were carefully interpreted to the Indians in council, and they 
were invited to make such altérations or additions as they deem right. 

At the request of the Indians the commission, after due investi^tion, added the 
following names to schedule B: Sees the Lion, Snake Bull, He Is a reople, Medicine 
Brings Things, Brings Things Always, Grabs the Knife. Big Eyes, Strikes Her Painted 
Face, Falls Toward Her, Himts to Die, Her House Is Pretty, The Bhd Everywhere, 
Takes the Rider of a Yellow Horse, The Swallow Bird. 

The folio wing-named Indians, included in list C, referred to above, were omitted 
from schedule B for the reason that they are dead. 

Now, does not that establish the fact that there were schedules 
A, B, and C? 

Senator Dixon. It says that schedule C was added to schedule B, 
as I understand it. 

Mrs. Gbay. There must hâve been a schedule C, or it could not 
hâve been added. This act provided, and this commission was ap- 
pointed to alter schedules A. B, and C. 

Senator Dixon. What is the date of the report, Mrs. Gray, that 
you are reading from ? 

Mrs. Gray. 1892. 

Senator Dixon. August 27 ? 

Mrs. Gray. August 27, 1892. 

Senator Dixon. That is this same list hère, then [indicating] ? 

Mrs. Gray. That is schedule B of that list. Where is schedule C 
of the list ? 

Senator Dixon. I do not know. It says the names on schedule C 
which were of dead Indians were added to schedule B. 

Mrs. Gray. Schedule C should be hère, and how did they add the 
names of the dead Indians where the fee patent must hâve been 
issued ? How could they be changed around in any way ? 

Senator Townsend. Go ahead. 

Mrs. Gray (reading) : 

The first seven are reported dead by Spécial Agent Léonard: Gives Things Every- 
where (No. 17), Went by the Side of the Enemy (No. 26), Go€8 to the Camp (No. 30), 
Kills One Man (No. 42), Little Eyes (No. 86), Walks to the Water (No. 88), Little Old 
Man (No. 91), Charley Bravo (No. 119), Charley Fisher (No. 120). 

Thèse old roUs were made by other acts of Congress — ail of them. 
I know that A, B, and C were made up from the allotments under 
the act of 1882 because this was before tne passage of the act of 1891, 
you see. This was preparatory to that, I think. That is the reason 
that I want this turned over to somebody who can do it. As Mr. 
Monroe reported, it was the work of an expert. I had to read my 
notes very carefully. My notes were seized when I was arrested. 

This allotment was made from schedules A, B, and C, which were 
in existence before this agreement was made under the act of 1882. 
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Now, hère is a portion of the act of 1882. Let me read this to you. 
It reads : 

First. That the Governinent of the United Statee cause the agricultural land» 
remaining in our réservation to be properly surveyed and divided among us in sev- 
eralty, in l^e proportions hereinafter mentioned, and to issue patents to us respec- 
tively therefoF, so soon as the necessary laws are passed by Congress. 

It is not necessary that it should be approved at ail. That is the 
approval, do you see ? When they make that allotment they issue 
thèse certificates — there are hundreds of them on the Crow Réserva- 
tion, and those certificates are good. Is not that right ? 

Senator Townsend. That is my understanding. 

Senator Ashurst. Mrs. Gray, I wish to ask you a (question. 

Mrs. Gray. I am not a lawyer; I am not attempting to interpret 
±he law. 

Senator Ashurst. You stated that your records were seized. 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, last summer when I was arrested. 

Senator Ashurst. By whom, when, and where, and were they ever 
restored to you ? 

Mrs. Gray. Thèse records were over in the Department of Justice. 
I had made a careful — well, not a very careful, but I had made a 
study of thèse records, and I had taken from them the names of 
Indians whom I knew claimed that their allotments were wrong. 

Senator Ashurst. Who seized your records ? 

Mrs. Gray. Assistant Secretary Adams. 

Senator Ashurst. When and where ? 

Mrs. Gray. It was last summer when he arrested me. The papers 
were taken away from me. I hâve never been able to get back the 
most private kind of letters. 

Senator Ashurst. That is ail. 

Mrs. Gray. And among others are the notes that I had with 
référence to this work. 

Senator Ashurst. You say Secretary Adams arrested you. Do 
you mean that he personally placed you under arrest ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, sir; last summer. 

Senator Ashurst. He himself ? 

Mrs. Gray. It was at his order. I was not permitted to hâve a 
hearing, and attorneys from the Department of Justice who wanted 
to state the real facts in the case were not given a hearing. It was 
ail hushed up. It is an abomination that should be given a hearing. 

Senator Ashurst. What was the name of the ofiicer who took your 
papers î 

Mrs. Gray. Mr. White and Mr. Procter of the prosecuting attorney's 
office. 

Senator Dixon. Mrs. Gray, are you charging the Indians were 
defrauded out of their allotments ? 

Mrs. Gray. Yes, unquestionably. 

Senator Dixon. And never got any aUotment î 

Mrs. Gray. Some of the Indians hâve no allotments at ail of thèse 
very ones. 

Senator Dixon. Do you now say to the committee that some of 
the Oow Indians hâve never been aUotted ? 

Mrs. Gray. Senator Dixon, I would rather not be drawn into an 
argument of the matter. 

72779— VOL 2—1 
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Senator Dixon. I am asking you as to the facts. You charge 
something. If that is true we want them allotted. 

Mrs. Gray. They want their proper allotment. They are con- 
testing for that. That was one of the things that the investigation 
was to be brought for, so that they could hâve the allotments. As 
things stand now, Senator Dixon, every allotment is gdod. Those 
surveys are estabUshed by law. They do not need any approval of 
the department. Hère is the spécifie paragraph that makes them so. 
That nas been passed on by men who know what thev are talking 
about. Thèse allotments were included in those old town sites, 
which we discussed in that hearing, which it was said had never 
passed frpm the Indians. They hâve passed from the Indians, and 
they are to-day in the possession of the very men whom I hâve 

Senator Chamberlain. There is nothing wrong about that, is 
there ? Those are ail right, are they not ? 

Mrs. Gray. No, indeed. The Indians hâve lost possession of thèse 
tracts. That is where the contention cornes in. Y ou will remember 
that I made the statement hère continu ally that the lands which 
belonged to the Indians had passed into the hands of other people, 
and I stated specificaUy that tnere were 13 town sites in the Huntley 
irrigation project that had been improperly taken from the Indians. 
You remember we had a long contention on that, and you said it was 
impossible, Senator Dixon, and the hearing seems to show that it 
never should hâve passed. You remember that, do j^ou not ? 

Senator Dixon. I remember a long winter we put in on the Crow 
matter. 

Mrs. Gray. You remember that about the town sites, do vou not ? 
This one of the town sites. I hâve another hère that I can bring up. 

Senator Dixon. Is this a live Indian? 

Mrs. Gray. It is a very live Indian. 

Senator Dixon. What town site is this ? 

Mrs. Gray. It is near the Huntley town site. It is a matter that 
was discussed in that hearing. Mr. Reynolds said he had never 
heard of it. I hâve asked Mr. Holcombe to produce a letter that I 
had gotten out there, at the request of the agent, from Mr. Reynolds. 

Senator Dixon. Were Thomas La Forge and Rosa La Forge given 
new allotments î 

Mrs. Gray. Thev were given new allotments which they refused to 
accept. I think that Iron Necklace never received an allotment. 

Senator Dixon. Do you say that Iron Necklace does not hâve an 
allotment ? 

Mrs. Gray. Of that I am not positive. Rosa La Forge has another 
allotment which she does not want and never accepted and refused 
to accept, because that is a very valuable allotment and that is her 
allotment. If I may go on I will show you where another town site 
was handled just the same. Then I will ask to hâve the papers show- 
ing the sale of those town sites and who has them to-day. 

The AoTiNG Chairman. Senator Dixon, it seems to me that if we 
can not make more rapid progress with this investigation than we hâve 
made up to the présent tune we will be unable to dispose of any con- 
sidérable portion of the printed charges presented hère by Mrs. Gray 
to this committee. I wish to make this suggestion in support of the 
suggestion made by Senator Chamberlain. If there is no objection 
on the part of the Secretary, that is, if he does not ask to be heard as 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 51 

against it, I suggest that this committee at this session report this 
resolution favorably to the Senate and let this investigation gô to 
the Attomey General. It is a matter that will take weeks, I çon- 
ceive, and if we hâve got to go through thèse records, ail of them, 
this committee can not take its time in thèse closing days of Congress 
to make any such investigation of thèse charges as will touch even 
the edges of the whole subject. 

Senator Dixon. Mr. Chairman, I care nothing in the world about 
this. This is 450 miles from where I live. The only thing that 
worries and irritâtes me is that for four or five winters we hâve heard 
Mrs. Gray and the Crow Indians. There hâve been a half dozen 
inspectors sent out there. The Government brought down a délé- 
gation of Crow Indians hère, and so forth. 

Mrs. Gray. Spurious. 

Senator Dixon. Now, that is a sample of the kind of charges she 
makes. 

Senator Townsend. Go ahead. 

Senator Dixon. No, she said that awhile ago. As a matter 
of f act the délégation was ordered sent hère under a council instructed 
to be convenea by the Indian OiBBce. It was so convened. The 
head chief of the Crows and ail of his men were hère. Now she 
wipes it ail out as spurious 

Senator Chamberlain. Senator Dixon, you will hâve to concède 
that it is the Indian Bureau investigating through its own agents ? 

Senator Dixon. Yes; the Secretary investiçated through his spécial 
agents. Every time it has been investigated Mrs. Gray has charged 
everybody from the Secretary of the Interior down with beinç a 
crook and a criminal — every Secretary of the Indian Office with bemg 
a criminal, and every inspector that has investigated it she iust wipes 
it out that it was criminal, and that it has not been done rignt. If we 
can get what Mrs. Gray wants to investigate I will be happy; if we 
can get a spécifie charge. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. It seems to me that in the documents 
there are many spécifie charges. 

Senator Dixon. We are iust shooting at moonshine. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. 1 think we snould make a final disposition 
of this matter by sending it to the Attorney Générales Office for a 
thorough investigation. That wiU be better than to proceed in this 
way, as we hâve in other session of Congress without achieving any 
final resuit. 

Senator Dixon. What does Mrs. Gray charge ? If she would cet 
down specifically to what she wants investigated — the spécifie 
charges — it would be aU right. 

Senator Townsend. Hère is the situation. She has made spécifie 
charges, but what différence does it make in the end ? Now, I hâve 
offered a resolution in référence to the Crow Réservation. Is it not 
proper to assume that the Department of Justice, and especially that 
department of it which has oeen interested in the investigation of 
two other réservations with great results, will proceed intelligently 
in this matter, and will relieve you, relieve me, and relieve us ail 
from this condition, because I think she has called attention to enough 
things to put us on notice ? And the very f act that for four years 
this nas been before you, thèse things hâve been brought up, is pretty 
conclusive évidence that we ought to hâve them investigated. 
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Senator Dixon. The House committee spent — I do not know, lit- 
erally, how many — hundreds of dollars and many months on Mrs. 
Graves shotgun charges. 

Mrs. Gray. Ihere is not one thmg that I charge that has not been 
shown to be true. 

Senator Dixon. They had her on the pay roll for months. 

Mrs. Gray. Senator Ashurst is hère, and he will admit that my 
investigation — will you speak, Senator Ashurst ? 

Senator Ashurst. Since I am called, I must say ont of candor 
and frankoess that in Arizona a railroad company, following its usual 
custom, was trying to grasp a valuable right — the so-called Box 
Canon — ^in Arizona. Mrs. Gray was down there, at whose instance I 
do not know, and her services in getting facts were most valuable. 
I beheve the honorable Secretary of the Interior rendered an opin- 
ion — I am very proud to say that he rendered an opinion sustaining 
the opponents of the railroad company, and that valuable water 
site was saved to the people, and the claim of the railroad company 
denied. 

We hope some day to build an irrigation project there, and Box 
Canon has been saved for that, and I woula be weak if I did not 
record when I am called on to say that Mrs. Gray rendered valuable 
and incorruptible services to the pubhc in that behalf in getting at 
the facts. 

As to this Crow matter, I know absolu tely nothing. 

Mrs. Gray. I thank you, Senator. 

Senator Townsend. I wish to say one thing in support of my 
resolution, and why I introduced it. I had never seen Mrs. Gray. 
I had heard about her in the newspapers, and I was not particularïy 
interested in Mrs. Gray, and am not to-day except that a member of 
the Department of Justice, who is a f riend of mine, and who had been 
interested in thèse other matters, and I were talking incidentally 
about some matters he was mentioning in connection with Wliite 
Earth, and he said to me, ^'Mrs. Gray has made good in every state- 
ment of fact she has ever made to us in connection with the matters 
we hâve been investigating. I regard her as a very valuable woman 
in the matter of furnishing information in référence to thèse réserva- 
tions, and I hâve very great confidence in that woman.'' Therefore 
I was wilhng to take hold of it and introduce this resolution upon 
her statements. 

Now, I hâve felt, and I do not want to charge anybody with 
crookedness — I hâve not charged the department with crookedness, 
except through the opinion that possibly the department is not 
entirely responsible in many respects. Men who hâve formerly been 
employed there are attorneys practicing there now. I know of some 
of those cases, and I know that some are not of the best réputation. 
I hâve not obtained that from Mrs. Gray, and it seems to me that 
the clearest, the quickest, and the most satisfactory way to dispose 
of this matter is to turn that resolution over to the Department of 
Justice and let it proceed in the matter, and investigate ail of the 
conditions that seem to be wrong. 

Now, I, as a lawyer, if I had time and was employed by the Gov- 
ernment, would proceed with my eyes shut to investigate as I was 
instructed. I would look at it and find out whether there was 
truth in the facts of thèse charges, and then I would bring suit if 
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the factfi warranted it. I assume that is what the department will 
do. It is an easy way to dispose of it. 

Senator Chamberlain. In order to bring this matter to the atten- 
tion of the committee I move that this resolution be reported favor- 
ably to the Senate. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Has any member of the committee any- 
thing to offer upon that motion ? 

Senator Dixon. As I say, Mr. Chairman, I hâve no earthly objec- 
tion to investigating the Crow Indians. I do know, however, that 
the Senate about five years ago 

Mrs. Gray. It was seven years. 

Senator Chamberlain. We wili hâve it seven years longer. That 
is what I am afraid of . 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve never had an investigation yet where an 
investigation was not ordered. The Senate ordered an investiga- 
tion. The House ordered an investigation. Président Roosevelt 
ordered an investigation; and the grand jury ordered an investiga^ 
tion. The House a second time ordered an investigation. Ajid 
there has never been an investigation that was not ordered. And 
I offer Mr. Holcombe's report as one of the proofs of that. Mr. Hol- 
combe cornes hère. I ask for schedules A, JB, and C, and he admits 
he never heard of schedule C. He brings a thing hère that is not 
schedule B, and I suppose there is not less than $100,000,000 worth 
of property involved in those two schedules. Think of the enor- 
mous amoimt of damage suits that will be brought against thiç 
Government. If you are hère protecting the Government you 
want that put where it can be settled properly before lawyers on 
the outside get into it. You know there are 15 or 20, sitting around 
like crows on a fence. 

Senator Dixon. What kind of damage suits ? 

Mrs. Gray. Every one of thèse are good. What is the town siteof 
Huntley? It is a town of — ^well, I do not know how many; it is a 
good-sized town with three, four, or five good-sized streets in it. It 
pelongs to an Indian. Is not that a cause fpr suit against the 
Government ? 

Senator Dixon. Do you claim th^t thèse lAdi^^W own the town 
site? 

Mrs. Gray. Hère it is [indicating book]. 

Senator Dixon. The Réclamation Service and Indian Office hâve 
gone ahead and taken action on this. 

Mrs. Gray. They Hâve indeed, and that is exactly what I brought 
to Président Roosevelt, and that is exactly what this investigation was 
called for. 

Senator Dixon. I should like to hear from Mr. Holcombe, who is 
the chief inspector of the department and went out there and spent 
months. 

Mrs. Gray. Hère is his own report. He says he did not investi- 
gâte 

Senator Dixon. I should like to hear from Mr. Holcombe. You 
hâve a resolution hère. You do not know what is in it, and you want 
to throw it on the department. I hâve no objection and I shall not 
vote against it, but I think the Senate has picked up something and 
wants to cet rid of it and throw it over to the Department of Justice. 
I should like to hâve Mr. Holcombe make his statement. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



54 OBOW INDIAN^ RESEBVATION. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Hâve you any statement to make, Mr» 
Holcombe? 

Mr. Holcombe. Yes; addressing myself to the motion of the 
report of this resolution, and the remark that I made just now that 
the Interior Department was not interposing any objection to any 
investigation being made; but that the Secretary wanted to know 
exactly what this resolution calls for. It reads : 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorîzed to çlace in the 
hands of the Attomey General such papers, records, and other information in référence 
to the affaira of the Crow Indians of Montana as will enable the Attomey General to 
investigate such affairs and to bring such action as may be necessary to protect the 
interests and secure the rights of said Indians; and the Attomey General is hereby 
authorized to make such investigation and to bring such action, if any, as the investi- 
gation may disclose to be necessary. 

What he wants to know are the exact f acts that are to be investî- 
gated so that whatever investigation is conducted he wiU be in a 
position to supply to this committee or any investigating officiai the 
proper records irom his office. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I should suppose he would tum over to thé 
Attomey General, or the Department of Justice, the papers they call 
for. 

Senator Chambeklad^. Any of them, or ail of them. 

The AcTiNG Chaikman. We could not détermine what records 
were necessary ûntU we had made an investigation as to what records 
would be material. But af ter the Attomey ueneral has proceeded to 
examine thèse charges he would hâve some basis for takmg the next 
step. 

Senator Chamberlain. I would not misunderstand that resolution. 
If I were the Secretary of the Interior I would understand that the 
Attomey General was going to examine this case, and that it was 
my duty to tum over to him anything and everythiug that he asked 
for. 

The AoTiNG Chairman. That is not what the resolution says. 

Senator Chamberlain. It is broad enough to cover that. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. And that is Oie attitude I think the 
Secretary took when he was hère on Saturday. 

Senator Townsend. Do you mean that you want to include in 
there such papers as he shau call for ? 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Yes. 

Senator Townsend. I hâve no objection to its being amended to 
that eflFect. . 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Making it more sweeping in its authority. 

Senator Dixon. What is the Lepartment of Justice going to in- 
vestigate ; what part of the Crow Réservation ? What spécifie charges î 
Hâve you any spécifie charges ? 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve presented one. portion of my first charge. The 
resolution is ordered reported favorably. That is only one. I could 
take it right straight down. For instance, the relinquishment roll 
is not ail nere. What they hâve brought hère is not the complète 
rehnquishment roU, as I can prove to you in about 10 minutes' time. 

Senator Chamberlain. The trouble with you, Mrs. Gray, is that 
you do not get thèse charges down specifically, so that we will ever 
reach the end of the matters. I am satisfied that the Department of 
Justice can take hold of this, and with your assistance and the assist- 
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ance of its own men, can formulate thèse charges, if there are any, 
and get the évidence. 

Mire. Gray. We hâve begun. Judge Birch, who has made a very 
careful 'nvestigation of the White Earth, and who has begun on the 
Pima Réservation, hàd thèse charges in his hands. We had Mr. 
Valentine over there, and Mr. Valentine, Judge Birch, and myself 
discussed this matter, and we agreed on 32 spécifie charges that 
needed investigation desparately. I am nol lawyer enough to go 
into this alone. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Do you cover those 32 spécifie charges in 
the written paper vou hâve presented hère ? 

Mrs. Gray. rfo, sir; I onlv took a very few. 

Senator Townsend. Would the resolution in this form satisfy you 
better ? 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he ifl hereby, authorized to place 
in the hands of the Attomey General such papers, records, and other information in 
référence to the affairs of the Crow Indians of Montana as the Attomey General may 
require in order to investigate such affairs and bring such action as may be necessary 
to protect the interests and secure the rights of said Indians; and tJie Attomey General 
is nereby authorized to make such investigation and to bring such action, if any, as 
the investigation may disclose to be necessary. 

Mr. HoLCOMBE. I think the Attomey General can, under that 
resolution, call for such papers as he may want, and the Secretary 
stated hère Saturday he had no objection to placing before this corn- 
mittee or in the hands of ajiy investigating officiai any papers that 
were essential to a thorough investigation. 

Senator Townsend. That was my understanding of it when I was 
down there. 

Senator Chamberlain. I do not see how he could object. 

Mrs. Gray. Ask for his report; that is hère. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. If we can dispose of this matter before 
adjoumment, I think it will be well. 

Gentlemen of the committee, are you ready for Senator Chamber- 
lain's motion ? 

Mr. Dalby. Mr. Chairman, if I might be permitted, I.should like 
to speak to the committee a moment. My name has been rëferred to 
by Mrs. Gray. 

Senator Chamberlain. Whom do you represent ? 

Mr. Dalby. I represent myself. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. What is your name ? 

Mr. Dalby. My name is Dalby. 

Senator Chamberlain. I thinK that could ail go up to the Attomej 
GeneraVs' office. I do not see the use of our taking the time of this 
committee to go into thèse things if we adopt the resolution. 

Mr. Dalby. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I do not wish to address 
myself to the substance of the resolution, but to a référence to me in 
the record made by Mrs. Gray. 

Senator Dixon. She attacked him indiscriminately the other day, 
without any défense. 

Senator Ashurst. I move that the committee give four or five min- 
utes to allow Mr. Dalby to make a statement. 

Mrs. Gray. If he does I should hâve time to answer him. He has 
had me arrested ei^ht or nine times. I do not think he ought to be 
given the opportunity unless I can answer him. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. Mr. Dalby, you may take five minutes. 
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Mr. Dalby. I should like to ask Mrs. Gray a Question in regard to 
a matter that was published. She stated that wnen I was confirmed 
by the Senate as an Indian inspector that confirmation was made upon 
the condition that I should resign. I shoidd like to ask Mrs. Grray 
from whom she obtained that information ? 

Mrs. Gray. I think Senator La Follette can give you that informa- 
tion better than I can. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. The question is directed to you, Mrs. 
Gray, and if you can answer it you may do so. 

MiQ. Gray. Well, I hâve been told by diflférent Senators of this 
committee. Do you want me to say who ? I think Senator La Fol- 
lette himself told me so. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I hâve no recollection of it, Mrs. Gray. 

Mrs. Gray. It occurred. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I do not remember it. 

Mrs. Gray. Senator Curtis, especially, I will name. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I do not remember definitely about that 
matter. That was some years ago, when it occurred. 

Mrs. Gray. You were the one. Do you remember that hearing on 
the Indian Rights' Association ? 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I remember that I objected to confirming 
Mr. Dalby^s appointment, but I do not remember to hâve evei 
stated, nor do I remember it to be a f act, that he was confirmed upon 
anv condition. 

Mrs. Gray. I think that Senator Curtis should be asked to make 
the statement. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I was not informed of his confirmation on 
any condition, because I voted against it. 

Mrs. Gray. You will remember that he was not confirmed I think, 
until the end of the fourth session afterwards, and not until Président 
Taft finally sent his name in among the cabinet members. It was 
said to hâve been sent in at the request of Secretary Garfield. He 
did resign, and anyway he did not want to go out because he fought 
it for four sessions, and he fought it about as desperately as he could 
until he did res^. 

The AcTiNG (SiAiRMAN. If you hâve any statement to make, Mx. 
Dalby, I would suggest that you proceed to make it. 

Mr. Dalby. May I ask one other question ? Did Mr. Valentine tell 
you that I had been confirmed upon that condition ? 

Mrs. Gray. Mr. Valentine never did. Mr. Valentine and I were 
not friendly at the time. 

STATEMENT OF Z. lEWIS DAIBT, ATTOEHET AT lAW, WASH- 

IHOTOW, D. C. 

Mr. Dalby. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, if the committee please, 
I did not take any part in the fi^t for my confirmation during the 
old administration. I performed my duty in the field. The conf&ma- 
tion was overlooked by the department, and it did not occur until the 
new administration came in. Then it did, and my confirmation was 
without any condition. I heard of Mrs. Gray 's statement to that 
effect the latter part of December, and I wrote to Secretary Ballinger, 
knowing that if there had been any such condition he would know it. 
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I wrote him this letter. I will read a part of it and file the whole 
letter in the record if y ou will permit me. 
I will read as foUows: 

I présume that I shall in due course be fumished with a copy of Mrs. Gray's paper, 
and I shall then forward you a coçy of it. In the meantime, however, I sliall appre- 
ciate it very much if you will wnte me a letter stating whether there was any such 
condition attached to my appointment and confirmation under your administration. 

The letter in full is as foUows: 

Washington, D. C, DecemberSOj 1911, 
Hon. R. A. Ballinoer, 

Seattle, Wash. 

Dear Sir: I hâve positive information that Mrs. Helen Pierce Gray has filed with 
the Interior Department charges against me as an attomey, basing them upon mis- 
representations regarding my work as Indian inspector. Among other things, she 
States that when my appointment as Indian inspector was finally confirmed by the 
Senate under your administration of the Interior Department it was upon condition 
that I should thereafter çromptly resign. 

I présume that I shall in due course be fumished with a copy of Mrs. Gray's paper, 
and I shall then forward a copy of it to you. In the meantime, however, 1 snall 
apjM^ciate it very much if you will write me a letter stating whether there was any 
such condition attached to my appointment and confirmation under your adminis- 
tration. While I might be tempted to refresh your memory as to some of the facts 
which are probably clearer in my recollection than in yours, on account of their greater 
importance to me and also because I promptly recorded them in my journal at the 
time, I feel confident that you will recall clearly and without any suggestion whatever 
frommetheone essential factas to whether or not there was any condition whatever 
attached to my nomination and confirmation as Indian inspector. 

It seems to me meet that I should say to you in this connection that I am not in this 
matter seeking any favor from this administration, and my rec^uest is not made with 
any such end in view; it is made for the sole purpose of establishing in the best way 
possible the facts regarding a matter necessazily wit^in your knawledge as Secretary 
of the Interior at the time. Please, therefore, addcess your letter to me m reply hereto, 
but make it in such form that I may be free to use it in any way that I may see fit. 

A^suring you of my appréciation of your courteous attention to this matter, and regret- 
ting the necessity of tnus trespassing upon your time, I beg to remain, 
Very truJy, yours, 

Z. Lewis Dalby. 

Secretary Ballinger^s reply, as addressed to me, is as foUows: 

[^allinger, Battle, Hulbert & Shorts, Attomeys at Law.] 

Seattle, Wash., January 4, 19U. 
Mr. Z. Lewis Dalby, 

621 Bond Building, Wa hington, D. C. 
My Dear Mb. Dalby: I hâve your letter of December 30, respecting your connec- 
tion with the Interior Department as Indian inspector, and ref^ring to the matter of 
your appointment and résignation. I hâve no recollection of any understanding with 
you tnat your résignation was to be put in my hands, eith^ upon your appointment 
or immediately thereafter. I know that I should not hâve recommended your appoint- 
ment under any such circumstances. 

Yours, very truly, R. A. Ballinger. 

Mr. Dalby. I hâve the original of that letter hère. 

Senator Chambeblain. That does not make any différence; that 
wiU do. Is that ail you désire, Mr. Dalby? 

Mr. Dalby. I wish to make a f urther statement. Af ter the charges 
which Mrs. Gray filed with the Interior Department I had certain 
correspondence which I should like also to put into the record, but I 
will not take up the time of the committee to read it ail. With vour 

{►ermission I wiU read a part of a letter which the Secretary of the 
nterior transmitted to me at the conclusion of this correspondence. 
It is a letter addressed by him to Mrs. Gray under date oi March 4, 
1912, in which he says 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



58 CROW INDIAN BESERVATION. 

Senator Dixon. This is Secretary Fisher ? 

Mr. Dalby. Secretary Adams's name is signed to this. I hâve the 
original letter if it is desired to inspect it. 
He says in this letter as foUows: 

You hâve not, therefore, satisfactorily established that you were entitled to assume 
this title. 

The title in question was représentative of the Crow Tribe. 

Furthermore, certain members of the tribe hâve requested, under date of January 
26, that you be prevented from in any way interfering with Crow matters, or in any 
matters upon their réservation, ''either by presenting pétitions, remonstrances, or 
letters" to this department. This letter was mdorsed, with a regnest that immédiate 
action be taken on it, by 11 members of the business committee of the Crow Tribe. 

You hâve ne ver been entitled tô récognition as représentative of the Crow Indians, 
and the department must refuse hereafter to receive any conmnmication signed in 
that capacity. 

Senator Chamberlain. Where did you get that letter? 

Mr. Dalby. From the Secretary of the Interior. 

Senator Chamberlain. How was he furnishing you correspond- 
ence between himself and Mrs. Gray ? 

Mr. Dalby. The correspondence will show. I will read it if you 
like. 

Senator Chamberlain. I just want to know. You seem to be 
able to cet things there, and she does not seem to be able to get 
opinion tnere. 

Senator Ashurst. That is what she has suggested. 

Mrs. Gray. I hâve never had that letter. 

Senator Townsend. Never naind He established the case for you. 

Mrs. Gray. I did not want him to get the record unless 

Senator Chamberlain. I just want to know how that is. 

Mr. Dalby. Mrs. Gray made charges against me. I was at that 
Ibime an applicant before that department to become the attornej 
for a tribe of Indians who desired to hâve me represent them as their 
attorney. In order to prevent my securing this contract Mrs. Gray 
submitted thèse charges. The Secretary of the Interior did not see 
fit to transmit them to me, for the reasons which he stated in this 
letter to me. After leaming the substance of the charges, however, 
I went to see Secretary Adams and said that I would waive any 
informality or lack of spécifications in any of thosè charges. And if 
he desired any answer from me as to any that he regarded of sub- 
stance I woula answer them regardless of whether they were properly 
supported by Mrs. Gray. He said he did not think that was necessary. 
I called his attention to the fact that those charges had been sub- 
mitted by Mrs. Gray as the représentative of the Crow Indians, and 
I asked him upon what authority Mrs. Gray appeared as the repré- 
sentative of the Crow Indians, calling his attention to the statutory 
requirement to become a représentative of the Crow Indians, assum- 
ing that it would necessarily be of record in his department. It was 
in reply to that inquiry that he transmitted to me a letter which he 
had written to Mrs. Gray, stating that she was not the représentative 
of the Crow Indians, and this is the letter. 

Senator Chamberlain. Did he fumish you the former correspond- 
ence upon which she based her claim to be a représentative of the 
Indians ? 

Mr. Dalby. His letter recites part of it. 
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Senator Chamberlain. Does it give it ail ? Does it give Leupp's 
letter? Does it give what she claims in référence to Garfield's 
testimony ? 

Mr. Dalby. His letter will speak for itself as to what he gives. 
I do not thiak he refers to Mr. Leupp's letter. 

Senator Chamberlain. That is a controverted question, as to 
whether or not he did hâve 

Senator Dixon. She charges that she was the attomey to represejit 
the Crows. 

Senator Chamberlain. But she is claiming she had authority to 
go out there, and that is controverted. 

Mr. Dalby. That is a matter of public record. Mr. Leupp's letter 
is published in Sejiate Document 445, Sixtieth Congress, firat session. 

Senator Chamberlain. You want this to go into the record ? 

Mr. Dalby. Yes, sir. 

Mrs. Gray. I do not think it ought to go into the record without 
the rest of the correspondence. They hâve cunningly eut out one 
portion. 

Senator Townsend. May I ask that before that goes into the record 
we may look it over ? If there is anything in there that will require 
an 8,nswer from Mrs. Gray I would insist that be done. 

The Acting Chairman. Without objection that will be done. 

Senator Townsend. It will corroborate what Mrs. Gray has said, 
that some people can get things at the department while others can 
not. 

The correspondence referred to foUows: 

Department op the Interior, 

Washington^ February 20, 1912. 
Sir: Referring to >rour several letters relative to your application to negotiate an 
attome^r's contract with the La Pointe Band of Ghippewa Indians, and referring also 
to certain charges which, as ^ou know, hâve been nled against you by Mrs. Selen 
Pierce Gray, I inclose herewith, for your information, copy of letter sent Mrs. Gray 
tbis day. 

Very respectfully, Samuel Adams, 

First Assistant Secretary. 
Mr. Z. Lewis Dalby, 

Attomey at Law, 621 Bond Building, 

Washington, B.C. 



Department op the Interior, 

Washington, February 20, 1912. 
Mrs. Helen Pierce Gray, 

1721 Twmty-first Street NW., 

Washington, D. C. 
Madam: The department has received your two statements of charges against Z. 
Lewis Dalby, attomey at law, of this city, in connection with his alleged conduct at 
the time he made investigations of conditions on the Crow Réservation as an Indian 
inspecter. 

You submit thèse charges for considération in connection with applications of Mr. 
Dalby to negotiate with Indian tribes for his employment as attomey. 

After careml considération of the said charges, I do not find that there is anything 
in them as at présent stated requiring an answer; that the charges are insufficient in 
substance, and where they do relate to anything that might be substantial there is no 
such spécification of the matters attempted to be chargea as would make it advisable 
to investigate them in their présent form. 

Respectfully, Samuel Adams, 

First Assistant Secretary, 
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Washington, D. C, Marché, 191t. 
Hon. Samuel Adams, 

First Assistant Secretary ofthe Intérim, 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: Referring to your letter of February 20, 1912, and to my biief interview with 
you on February 23 regarding it, I beg to say that I hâve since then examined, in the 
files of the Indian Ofl&ce, the two statements of charges presented by Mis. Helen Pierce 
Oray to which your letter refers and of which it brought me the first officiai notification. 

I notice that Mrs. Gray not only signs thèse communications as "Représentative of 
the Crow Indians of Montana,'* but specifically states that her action is taken in such 
représentative capacity. In view of statutory provisions, as well as of departmental 
régulations, I take it that if Mrs. Gray is in lact the duly authorized représentative 
of the Crows, as ehe claims in thèse communications to be, such fact is a matter of 
record in your department. As your letter to her, of which vou sent me a copy, doee 
not touch upon this point, and as I deem it necessary to take into considération the 
capacity in which she acts in this matter, if in fact she can properly act in smy other 
capacity than on her own personal responsibility, I respectfully request to be infc^rmed 
whether Mrs. Gray is "the duly authorized représentative of the Crow Indians of 
Montana." 

In view of your letter to Mrs. Gray, it is unnecessary for me to refer directly to her 
intended charges against me. I wish, however, to make a permanent record of what 
I stated to you personally on February 23, that if anything which may be alleged 
against me, either by Mis. Gray or by anybody else, is deemed by the department to be 
possibly of substance and worthy of reçly by me, I shall be very glad, upon the request 
of the department, to waive ail objection to any informality or lack of spécification in 
the attempted allégations and answer the substance thereof as far as possible and without 
réservation; for not only am I willing to be held responsible for, and to abide every 
legitimate conséquence of, every officiai act of mine as Indian inspector, but I am 
franklyproud of the work done by me in that position and do not wish to évade any 
honest criticism of it. 

There is one matter in Mrs. Grajr's communications to which I feel under the neoea* 
sity of referring. In her communication of December 26, 1911, she says: 

(15) His confirmation as Indian inspector was refused for several sessions by the 
United States Senate on account of his conduct in Crow matters, but was finally 
secured as a matter of administrative policy on condition that he resign." 

And in her communication of January 4, 1912, she says: 

"IV. His confirmation as Indian inspector was refused by the United States Senate 
during several sessions, both on account of his character and his conduct. His 
appointment was finally confirmed on condition that he resign." 

As you very truly remarked to me on February 23, this statement, regardless of 
the intent with which it was made, is not a charge against me, but rather an aq>ersion 
upon the integrity of such officers of the Grovemment as may hâve been parties to 
the arrangement alleged. Nevertheless, my name has been linked with and made 
the occasion of this aspersion; and, as there may not be any public record which would 
(as in the case of Mrs. Gray's other statements) guide the honest inquirer to the truth, 
I do not feel justified in allowing this statement to go unchallenged. 

As this is a matter which could not be within Mrs. Gray's personal knowledge, 
and, if true, could be directly known only to one or two admmistrative officers of tne 
Government and to Members of the United States Senate, I respectfully request that 
you call upon Mrs. Gray for the name of her informant upon this point, and that such 
mformant be then given opportunity to make directly and with full responsibility 
the statement which apparently Mrs. Gray has endeavored to repeat, and that I be 
then given proper opportunity to show the facts. 

In the meantime 1 wish to state for the record that Mrs. Gray's statement above 
quoted is utterly false. 

Very respectfully, Z. Lewis Dalby. 

Department of the Interiob, 

Washington, March 4, 191ê. 
Z. L. Dalby, Esq., 

621 Bond Building, Washington, D. C, 
Dear Sir: Your letter of March 2 is received. I do not feel justified, after the 
action taken, in going any further into the charges heretofore brought by Mrs. Ghray 
against you. 
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In r^ard to the question whether Mrs. Gray is the duly authorized représentative 
of the Crow Indians of Montana, I hâve just written a letter to Mrs. Gray, a copy of 
which I inclose. 

Very respectfully, Samuel Adams, 

First Assistant Secretary. 

Department of the Inteeior, 

Washington, March 4, 1912, 
Mrs. Hblen Pierce Gray, 

1721 Twenty-first Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Madam: By letters of February 17 and 20, 1912, jrou were requested to show by 
what authority you assumed to represent the Crow Tribe of Indians. 

In reply thereto you refer to departmental letter of May 13, 1911, in which receipt 
of your letter of April 28, 1911, protesting "in behalf of the Crow Tribe of Indians ''^ 
against the employment as attomeys for the tribe of the firm of Kappler <fe Merillat 
or Butler & Vale, was acknowledged, and you were advised — 

"If you hâve évidence of a conspiracy to defraud the Crow Tribe of Indians, or 
know of any other matters affecting or likely to affect them adversely, you should 
présent the facts to the department for considération and investigation. Prompt 
and appropriate action will be taken regarding any évidence which you may présent, 
for the department is anxious to protect theu- best interests as well as the interest» 
of the Government." 

This does not recognize you as représentative of the Crow Tribe of Indians. It i& 
only the kind of letter that would be addressed to any citizen who should advise the 
department of any irregularities in Indian matters. 

You further assert that Président Roosevelt and Secretary of the Interior Garfield 
uigently requested you to assist in making an investigation of the affairs of the Crow 
Indians and gave their approval to your action.' You do not, however, support this 
by référence to any letter or other record of the department. 

You further state that May 29, 1907, the Crow Indians assembled in council officially 
designated you as their représentative. You do not, however, refer to any record of 
the department approving such alleged action, and none hâve been found. 

You hâve not, merefore, satisfactorily established that you were ever entitled to 
assume this title. 

Furthermore, certain members of the tribe hâve requested, under date of January 26, 
that you be prevented from in any way interferinç with Crow matters, or any mattera 
upon their réservation, "either by presenting pétitions, remonstrances, or letters" to 
this department. This letter was indorsed, with a request that immédiate action be 
taken on it, by 11 members of the business committee of the Crow tribe. 

You hâve never been entitled to récognition as représentative of the Crow Indians, 
and the department must refuse hereaf ter to receive any communication signed in that 
capacity, 

Very respectfully, Samuel Adams, 

Acting Secretary. 

Senator Dixon. I wish to make one statement. I shall not 
oppose it. I think Mrs. Gray bas done more to stir up trouble with 
the Crow Indians, to make them dissatisfied, to make positive state- 
ments to the Indians, as she does to the committee, of things that 
never hâve existed. Mai. McLaughlin, the oldest inspector in the 
service, a man whom I think everyone recognizes as honorable, bas 
said to me personally, and I think be said in the hearings, that if 
Mrs. Gray had scattered as mucb insinuation among the Sioux Indians 
as she bas among the Crow Indians, that you wouîd bave had to call 
out the troops. I think the wbole effort is to stir up this Crow matter 
which has been investigated five or six times, to inake the Crow 
Indians dissatisfied, andto bold out some indefinable something to 
them. 

There are no spécifie charges hère when you get down to bedrock. 
There are no spécifie charges bere to investigate except she says thèse 
allotments were never properly reallotted, or something like that. 
It is mostly dealing with ber troubles with Sam Reynolds, the old 
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Indian agent, who has been out of the service for some years, which 
has been investigatëd every winter so far as I know. : 

Senator Chamberlain. But it is the department investigating j 
itself. That is never satisfying to me. i 

Senator Dixon. The House has investigatëd it; the Senate has I 
investigatëd it; and we had délégations down hère two winters ago. 1 
I am not going to oppose it, simply for the reason that it is in my 
State. If it was in another State I would oppose it on the floor of 
the Senate. I may oppose it on the floor when it is called up. The j 
papers are filled with it, and Mrs. Gray is wholly irresponsible in her ' 
statements. She has assaulted and accused as criminal every man | 
in the department during two administrations from the Secretary j 
down to tne inspectors. She has done it before this committee, and 
I think you are merely giving credence, you are simply creating j 
newspaper headlines, you are merely authorizing anotner expendi- 
ture of money where there has no foundation been laid for it. 

Senator Townsend. I thought, Senator Dixon, that by putting 
it over there, there would be no investigation or no prosecution 
unless the Department of Justice is satisfied that there is a foundation. 

Senator Dixon. I wished to ask whether Mrs. Gray operated with 
the Indian Rights Association. 

Mrs. Gray. Never. 

Senator Dixon. As a member of this committee, you and Sniffens 
and Brosius sat in the committee for six weeks. 

Mrs. Gray. Brosius never sat in the committee with me. I carried 
a letter around, telling him that if he did come into the committee 
I would read that. You hâve attempted to fasten that statement 
continually on me. I now ask that tnat investigation be included, 
the facts of the Indian Rights Association in connection with the 
Crow Indians. 

Senator Dixon. They were crooked also — the Indian Rights Asso- 
ciation? 

Mrs. Gray. I ask to hâve an investigation as to that. I hâve not 
charged them with crookedness or anything else. 

Senator Dixon. I hâve heard you call Snifïen and Brosius thieves 
and criminals, the same as everybody else. I am merely reciting to 
the committee that we are investigating what I tmnk is pure 
moonshine. 

The AoTiNG Chairman. Gentlemen of the committee, are you 
ready for the question ? 

Several Members. Question. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. The question is on agreeing to the resolu- 
tion as amended by Senator Townsend. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The AcTiNG Chairman. I will ask you, Senator Chamberlain, to 
prépare the report and présent it to the Senate. 

Thereupon the committee adjoumed. 

o 
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SATTTRDAY, JANTJARY 26, 1913. 

COMMITTEE ON InDIAN AfFAIRS, 

United States Senate, 

Wdshingtonj D. C. 
The committee met at 10 o'clock a. m., pursuant to adîoumment, 
for the purpose of further considering the folio wing résolu tio|^: 

[8. Res. 362, 8ixty-«econd Congress, second session.] 

Resolvedy That the Secretary of the Interiorbe, andhe ishereby, authorized to place 
in the hands of the Attorney General such papere, records, and other information in 
référence to the afïairs of the Crow Indians of Montana as will enable the Attorney 
General to investigate such affairs and to bring such action as may be necessary to 
protect the interests and secure the rights of said Indians; and the Attorney General 
is hereby authorized to make such investigation and to bring such action, if any, as 
the investigation may disclose to be necessary. 

Présent: Senators Clapp (acting chairman), McCumber, La Follette 
Curtis, Dixon, and Page. 

The Aoting Chairman. I submit the foUowing statement, which 
will be printed. 

STATEMENT BT CHARLES H. MERILLAT, OF THE LAW FIRM OF 
KAPPLER & MERILLAT, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I am a member of the law firm of 
Kappler & Merillat and hâve noticed in a printed report of your hear- 
ings on Senate resolution 352 that Mrs. Helen Pierce Grey has made 
certain charges against our firm. We at first concluded that Mrs. 
Grey' s habit of making reckless charges against every person in 
ofiicial lif e or otherwise who had incurred her ill-will was so well 
known, we would pay no attention to her charges. However, inas- 
much as the charges appear in print, we désire to meet them specifi- 
cally and to place bef ore you tne records of the Department of the 
Interior whicn show that each and every charge she made to your 
committee has been thoroughly investigated by the Secretary of the 
Interior and dismissed as absolutely without foundation after full 
opportunity to her to prove her charges. 

The motive of Mrs. Grey for attacking us is that we declined to 
associate ourselves with her in Indian matters and to agrée to share 
fées in Indian con tracts with her; also that we disapproved of her 
methods and refused to make investigations into matters that in our 
judgment did not call for the services of attomeys for Indian tribes. 
and moreover involved attacks upon the integrity of men in officiai 
station. 

72779— VOL 3—13 3 
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Each of Mrs. Grey's attacks in the department upon us occurred in 
connection with the making of a contract by an Indian tribe for our 
employment. 

Mrs. Grey alleged fraudulent conduct on our part in becominç 
attomejs for the Omaha Tribe of Indians in a suit against the United 
States m which we are representing the tribe in the Court of Claims. 
The Indian Office gave Mrs. Grey full opportunitjr to prove her charges 
after we had made answer showing they were without basis, and she 
never responded to the invitation to substantiate her charges. The 
facts with référence to our Omaha contract are: The Omaha Tribe 
of Indians without aid from any attorney secured the passage in 
Congress of législation referring their tribal claims to the Court of 
Claims. After Congress passed the législation and the tribe was 
authorized to be re pre sented in the Court of Claims by attorneys a 
firm of attorneys in Washington made application to the Department 
of the Interior and receivedpermission from it to negotiate a contract 
with the Omaha Tribe. We made no such application. A member 
of the firm which had been granted the authority stated yisited the 
Omahas on their réservation and presented the authority of the 
department to negotiate a contract with the tribe as its attorneys. 
The tribe declined to enter into a contract with this attorney and 
informed him that it had selected counsel. A telegram immeaiately 
thereaf ter was sent to our firm asking us to meet the tribe in council 
at the United States Indian Agency, at Macy, Nebr. I went to 
Nebraska, met the Omaha Indians for the first time in the présence 
of the United States Indian agent, and there learned that a committee 
of the tribe while pushÎQg the bill through Congress had made inquiry 
concerning ourselves and as a resuit that the trioe desired our services. 
Terms were agreed upon at this time and a contract was then and 
there drafted. When the contract had been put in writing, the 
représentatives of the tribe in the présence or the Indian agent 
turned the contract over to a gentleman whom I did not know, but 
afterwards learned was Mr. Thomas Sloan, an attorney and member 
of the Omaha Tribe, now in this city. The Omahas said to him in 
substance, ^'Tom, you are a member of the tribe and we hâve a right 
to your advice regarding this matter, and we would like to know 
whether you see anything in this contract that ought not to be there 
or hâve any fault to find with it.^^ Mr. Sloan replied in substance 
that if the tribe had concludod to employ thèse gentlemen, meaning 
ourselves, the contract appoared to be in proper form. Thereupon 
certain of the Omahas were selected b}' resolution to sign the contract 
ip behalf of the tribe, which was done before a judge of the county 
court. This simple statement comprises the whole history of the 
Omaha contract so far as we are concerned. 

The other charge made by Mrs. Grey before this committee relates 
to the signing of a contract with us by the Crow Indians to represent 
the Crow Tribe before the Government of the United States. This 
same charge was made before the Department of the Interior by 
Mrs. Grey. The principal spécifications were that a Crow Indian 
délégation Jiad signed a contract with Kappler & Merillat to represent 
the tribe while its members were under tne influence of liquor, and 
that the tribe in Montana had ratified this action through initmidation 
and improper conduct on the part of the United States Indian agent 
and ourselves. We answered this charge by showing that the Crow 
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Indian délégation on the morning it signed the agreement with our- 
selves had visited the White House, had been presented to the Prési- 
dent by the Indian agent and the Commissioner of Indian Affaira, and 
that the délégation had corne from the White House straight to our 
office, where its membera had signed the agreement in question and 
that none of them was under the influence of liquor. 

We showed that we never had been in the State of Montana for 
many yeara prior to the making of the contract, and that neither 
ourselves nor any représentative of our firm had been in the State of 
Montana at or near the time the Indians in council took their action. 
We showed that this Indian council had been called by the United 
States Indian agent at the request of the Indians themselves; that it 
was more largely attended than any Indian council of which the agent 
knew, and that the Indians of their own free will and by an almost 
unanimous vote had decided upon our employment, largely because 
of what its tribal membera reported as to our services in behalf of the 
tribe before the Senate Committee on Indian Affaira. 

We filed in substantiation of our answer to Mra. Grey^s charges 
seven affidavits of peraons in Washington cognizant of matters con- 
nected with Mrs. Grevas allégations. We then stated to the depart- 
ment that we waived any right of being présent when dépositions 
should be taken by représentatives of the department, requesting 
only that the dépositions should be reduced to writing so that no 
question could anse as to what witnesses had said. The department 
tnereupon through its own officere, without our being présent, took 
the dépositions of the United States Indian agent and of 12 members 
of the Crow Indian délégation, and the same are on file at the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. Thèse dépositions showed completely the 
falsity and in some cases absurdity of Mra* Grey's charges. Mrs. 
Grey thereupon was called on by tne department to name a list of 
witnesses who could give testimony with référence to her charges, 
the department stating it would examine ail persons whose names 
she would give. After repeated delavs she furnished one hearsay 
aflâdavit, the affiant also expressing his opinion that some of the 
four membera of the Crow délégation whom affiant had seen showc d 
signs of having been drinking, the affiant seeing the Indians, according 
to his statement, several days from the date on which the contract 
had been signed with Kappler & Merillat. The dépositions of the 
Indians had stated that one member of the délégation, Horace Long 
Bear, had, as a matter of fact, drank during the stay of the délégation 
in Washington, but also stated that Horace Long Bear was an ardent 
supporter of Mra. Grey and of her candidate for attorney for the Crows, 
the affiant, and had violently opposed employment of Kappler & 
Merillat. 

After Mrs. Grey failed to adduce any further testimony or to give 
the names of any witnesses the Department of the Interior thoroughly 
examined the record and dismissed her charges as absolutely without 
foundation. 

Our fîrm, if desired, will submit to the committee complète copies 
of the entire record and submit to any cross-examination members 
of the committee may désire. 
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In connection with this matter we désire to lay before the corn- 
mittee as showing Mrs. Grey's motives two letters written bv her 
and now on file in the Interior Department, which letters we subjoin: 

My Dear Lucy Oldhorn: I wonder that I hâve not heard from you. Wliat is 
the matter? 

On Monday I began actual Work on the Crow business for this session. I intend 
asking that Shively be punished for branding his wife, and want witnesses and also 
want the pétition from you that you were to get. I want a proper authority and hâve 
a promise that the contract will be approved. As soon as I get that I will take up 
the Crow business with the Department of Justice. It is ail arranged, but the contract 
with me must corne first and I am going to ask for $3,000 and the Crows will hâve to 
hâve no lawyer. 

I also want you to send me the sélection papers you were to take out on the Miller 
allotment for the small boy. I want this ail as soon as possible and should hâve it now. 

The permit for the Two-legcins ditch has ne ver been approved. We may be able 
to keep it from being approved, and an3rway, they will hâve to pay good big damages. 
No Indian need pay a cent for water yet, and I want to know if any has done so. If 
we send for you nave ready your authority to act. I do not know whether any will 
be sent for immediately, but some Wisconsin Indians I asked for are to come very 
soon, and if you would only do your part and ask for me to represent you, I could do 
as much for you. 

I hope nothing is wrong with your family or immédiate friends. That I hear nothing 
makes me anxious about you as you were to write me immediately. I wish you 
would do so and tell me ail you can about what Commissioner Valentine said, did, and 
where he went. 

Remember me to Sees With His Ears and ail of my friends there. Congress begins 
next week and not a thing done by you Crows yet. I am going right along as usual, 
but things would be much more sure if ail of you were to do your part out there. 
Sincerely, yours, 

Helen Gbey. 

The above is an exact copy. Envelope postmarked ** Washington, D. C, Dec. 4, 
10 p. m., 1911. Hardin, Mont., Dec. 7, 1911." 

W. W. Scott, 
Superintendent Crow Agency. 

M Y Dear Mr. Richardson : Several times, wheu in Washington, I hâve been in to see 
you . Last week they said you would be home to-day , so I am writing to ask if you hâve 
ever taken up any thing in the Crow matter. Of course you know the sequel of the 
final hearinç. Mr. Dafty was confirmed on condition that he did not do more than 
finish the pièce of work ne was on and resign. He has done so, as also Mr. L. Mr. 
Leupp f aced another hearing, and pref erred to leave . I think there is no doub t that this 
is the real fact. 

Kappler & Merillat are saying that they hâve "a few of the Crows," The Crows 
are refusing to sign with them. A number hâve written for ad vice, You are the 
first choice with me, if you feel you can go into it. You know that the bill to tum that 
land taken by the act of 1904 to the Réclamation Service passed, leaving the bald sit- 
uation that the Indians will get nothing for the land. They still refuse to take the 
patents for the reduced allotments and nave in no way given up. 

An association of educated Indians has been formed and it is the intention of ail 
of them to get the right kind of attomeys to represent them. I am in constant cor- 
respondence with some of the leaders, particularly the Apache, Dr. Montezuma. 
There are, beside, the Flathead and Pawnee and Crow Creek. They are ail wanting 
to get their tribal matters into a lawyer 's hands. You remember that our arrangement 
was for one-fifth. Can you consider the matter as not finished and also include the 
other tribes? I can put you into correspondence with them direct. The association 
of Indians, the Mémorial Association, was formed to help the Indians stand by what 
Gen. Pratt taught them. He is hère and is stron^ly with me and ail the Indians con- 
sult with him. I suppose most of the young Indians who went to Carlisle during the 
25 years of his administration there, still write to him in stress calling him father. 

May I not hear from you at your earliest convenience as things will not remain 
''statu quo" for much longer time. If you wish to take up the other tribes, and want 
me to do it, I would come ovor to Washington and study up their affairs. 
Sincerely, yours, 

Helen Grey. 
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Cbow Agency, Mont., January 26y 1912. 
Hon. Wai/teb L. Fisher, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 
We, the undersigned, members of the tribe of Crow Indiane. who réside on the Crow 
Réservation in Montana, respectfullv request your honor to nereafter use your influ- 
ence to prevent Mrs. Helen Gray, of Washington, D. C, from in any way interfering 
with the Crow matters, or any matters upon this réservation, either by presenting péti- 
tion, remonstrances, or letters to your department or to the Department of Indian 
A£fairB. The influence of Mrs. Gray has been pemicious to the Crows and has done 
great damage to us, and we sincerely trust that you will use your influence to prevent 
any further interférence by her with our affairs. She has misrepresented many of our 
members who we know to be honest and upright Indians, faithiul to the Government 
of the United States, and who are trying to do as well as they can in eaming an honest 
livelihood and taking care of themselves and their families. She has caused us much 
expense and much trouble, and we hope ail fiuther interférences by her may be 
stopped by you. The Crow Tnbe is and always has been loyal to the Government of 
the United States, has engaged in many battles in its défense, and are ready to aid 
and assist the Government in any way they can, but we do not wish to be molested. 



Chow Agency, Mont., January i9^ 1912, 
The Secbetary dp the Interior: 

We, the undersigned, members of the business committee of the Crow Tribe of Indi- 
ans, hereby indorse the sentiment and request expressed in the attached letter refer- 
ring to Mrs. Helen P. Gray, signed by certain members of the Crow Tribe, who were 
chuced by her with drunkenness and collusion in connection with the proposed 
employment of Messrs. Eappler & Merillat as attomeys for the Crows. 

We further request your honor to take inmiediate action on the above-mentioned 
letter. 

George W. Hogan. Bull Don't Fall. 

Jakes Hill. Holds The Enbky. 

Frank Shane. Plain Owl. 

Charles Yarlott. Spotted RABBrr. 

Herbert White Dog. Sees With His Ears. 

Srrs DowN Spotted. 
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